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SEVENTH PARLIAMENT 
SECOND SEssiON, 
GovernoreGeneral, 

His Excellency the Right Honorable Sir RONALD CRAUFURD MUNRO FERGUSON, a Member of 
His Majesty’s Most Honorable Privy Council, Knight Grand Cross of the Most Dis 
tinguished Order of Saint Michael and Saint George, and Commander-in-Chief in and 
over the Commonwealth of Australia. 


Australian ational War Government. 
(From 17th February, 1917, to 8th January, 1918.) 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General .. The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, P.O. 
Minister for the Navy ... a, ee. The Right Honorable Joseph Cook, P.C. 
Treasurer py wee e. The Right Honorable Sir Jobn Forrest, P:0., GiOMoG: 
Minister for Defence eee The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Vice-President of the Executive Council ... The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 

Succeeded by 

The Honorable Littleton Ernest Grdea (16th November, 1917). 

Minister for Repatriation e. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen (trum 28th September, 1917.) 
Minister for Works and Railways. .. The Honorable William Alexander Watt. 
Minister for Hume and Territories .. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.C. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... .«. The Honorable Jens August Jensen. 
Postmaster-General Sue e The Honorable William Webster. 
Honorary Minister ee coe e«. The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Honorary Minister aa ee. The Honorable Edward John Russell. 


Prime Minister and Attorney-General The Right Honorable William Morris Hughes, PCa Gs 
Minister for the Navy The Right Honorable Sir Joseph Cook, P.C., G.C.M.G. 
Treasurer ae The Right Honorable Lord Forrest, P.C., GCG. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander W ate (27th March, 1918). 
Minister for Defence ... The Honorable George Foster Pearce. 
Minister for Repatriation .. The Honorable Edward Davis Millen. 
Minister for Works and Railways The Honorable William Alexander’ Watt. 
Suceeeded by 
The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom (27th March, 1918), 
Minister for Home and Territories .«. The Honorable Patrick McMahon Glynn, K.OC. 
Minister for Trade and Customs ... -- The Honorable Jens August Jensen.t 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable William Alexander Watt (13th December, 1918.) 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Walter Massy Greene (17th January, 1919.) 
Postmaster-General w. The Honorable William Webster. 
Vice-President of the Executive Council .. The Honorable Littleton Ernest Groom. 
Succeeded by 
The Honorable Edward John Russell (27th March, 1918). 
Honorary Minister «.- ‘the Honorable Edward John Russell. 
(Appointed Vice-President of the Executive Council, 27th March, 
1918). 
Honorary Minister ° e«» The Honorable Alexander Poynton.* 
Honorary Minister -» Ihe Honorable George Henry Wise.* 
Honorary Minister eee ee The Honorable Walter Massy Greene.* 
(Appointed Minister for Trade and Customs, 17th January, 
1919.)* 
Honorary Minister «.» The Honorabic Richard Beaumont Orchard.* 








Hlustralian fHhational lar Government. 


pare 10th January, 1918.) 


Appointed 26th March, 1918. mL ees: ed from office, 13th December, 1918.——** Resigned from office, 31st January, 1919. 


1Bakhap, Thomas Jerome Kingston (T.) 


Barker, Stephen (V.) 
Barnes, John (V.) 
Bolton, Lieut.-Col. William Kinsey (V.) 
Buzacott, Richard (W.A.) 
Crawford, Thomas William (Q.) 
De Largie, Hon. Hugh (W.A.) 
Earle, Hon. John (T.) 
Fairbairn, George (V.) 
Ferricks, Myles Aloysius (Q.) 
Foll, Hattil Spencer (Q.) 
Gardiner. Hon. Albert (N.S.W.) 
Givens, Hon. Thomas (Q.) 
Grant, John (N.S. W.) 
Guthrie, Robert Storrie (S.A.) 
Guy, James (T.) 
Henderson, George (W.A.) 
Keating, Hon. John Henry (T.) 
*lLong, Hon. James Joseph (T.) 





Senators. 
President—Senator the Honorable Thomas Givens. 
Chairman of Committees—Senator John Wallace Shannon. 
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Lynch, Hon. Patrick Joseph (W.A.) 
Maughan, William John Ryott (Q.) 
McDougall, Allan (N.S.W } 

Millen, Hon. Edward Davis (N.S.W.) 
Mulcahy, Hon. Edward (T.) 
Needham, Edward (W.A.) 

Newland, John (S.A.) 

O’ Keefe, Hon. David John (T ) 


O’Loghlin, Lieut.-Col. Hon. James Vincent, 


V.D. (S.A.) 


Pearce, Hon. George Foster (W.A.} 
Plain, William (V.) 

Pratten, Herbert Edward (N.S.W.) 
Reid, Matthew (Q.) 

Rowell, Col. James, C.B. (S.A.) 

' Russell, Hon. Edward John (V.) 

| Senior, William (S.A.) 

Shannon, John Wallace (S.A.) 
Thomas, Hon. Josiah (N.S.W.) 

1 Appointed Temporary Chairman of Committees, 12th July, 1917. 





* Resignation reported, nO December 1918. 


t Appointed by State Parliament 15th January, 1919.——Sworn 26th June, 1919. 





























3 are being made in particular 
re At mmerican nation. To the Germans 


plication of science to industry, w 
s enabled remarkably rapid develop- 
mts to take place. No doubt the Ger- 
ans have been largely copyists; but they 
ve been clever at adapting to industries 
results achieved by the scientists of 
ther countries. 
hey have been able to do so, but it is the 


* 


American nation that provides us with 
magnificent examples of what can be 
achieved if the country is willing to pay 
and equip men, and provide them with 
hose opportunities which are essential if 
1e best results are to be secured. I am 
herefore not at all alarmed about the 


estion of expense in this direction. We 
spoil the ship for a ha’ yeni of tar 


ny others, and if we are ath or the 
then we should not touch it. 


: rt am aware, the fact is not ahha 
He may have some industrial 
ae but I have not roe of it, 


ir. Grecory.—lIs he not a doctor? 
r. Arkrnson.—Yes, and a barrister. 


: ae —To me it gt 
It 


look xa fact that cae Bill gives statutory 


; 
Oa 


uthority to something that is already in 
Eoyerat ee Institute was brought 





ongs a great deal of credit for the 
which . 


It is to their credit that 


Mr, “PLN LAYSON, ore is” “the: same. 
thing in another form; and the Bill will 
give it permanent form. Previously — it 
was merely a Committee appointed, in | 
some respects, of capable men, and in © 
many other respects, of merely political . 
appointees. It was like a lot of other — 
committees appointed during the war for 
political purposes. 

Mr. Groom.—The Advisory Connell: 
are men who are entitled by their merits — 
to their positions. There was bai 
political in ‘the appointments. 

Mr. KHINLAYSON.—No doubt the 
Minister would say the same of the whole 
seventy-five boards or committees — ap- 
pointed during the war. ee 

Mr. Groom.—I can certainly say it — 
as regards this body, and, generally — 
speaking, the Government consider no- 
thing else than the ability of the 3 men 100: 
fill the positions, te 

Mr. FINLAYSON.—Of course, ane | 
Government do; but the trouble is that 
they are one- -eyed, and see only in one © 
direction. On not one of the seventy-five 
boards appointed during the war was - 
there anybody who could speak on jbehalt 
of the workers of the community. | 

Mr. Tupor—The ‘Bureau of Com- 
merce and Industry was one instance, the — 
Board of Trade was another, and this. is 
a third. 

Mr, FINLAYSON.—I do not Laan 
the political opinions of these men, nor 
do I suggest that these were all political _ 
appointments, Several members of Par- 
liament were put on these boards, ie 
honorable members may search’ in vain 
for any member of the Labour party on — 
any of them. There was distinct politi-_ 


_cal influence at work in the appointments — 


to all these boards, and I am afraid that, 
as we are putting the Institute of Science 
and Industry on a statutory basis, we are 


hot going to give it a right start, "but are : 


going to prejudice it in the eyes of the — 
people. 

Mr. Groom.—If ever a non- party 
measure has been before the House it is 
this Bill, 

Mr. FINLAYSON. —My argument is, 
that the Institute should begin on such a 
correct basis that will not jeopardize or. 
prejudice its future success. 
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pe ef Mr. Albert a 





ar 
Ss have that. assurance. 
- Mr. FINLAYSON.— The Minister's 


assurance is somewhat in contradiction to 


_ the Bill. 


_ the opportunity to decide the varicus 
- fundamental facts in connexion with the 


_ Institute the Bill leaves it to the Minister. 
Mr. Groom.—Executive appointments 


‘ east be left to the Government of the 


: day. 


Mr. FINLAYSON.—TI have no Aceire 


bo go into details in this direction, be-_ 


¢ause my time is so limited. I ask leave 
bo continue my remarks. 
Leave granted ; debate adjourned. 


| : LIGHTHOUSES BIGL.: 
Bill received from the Senate, and (on 


oes IMMIGRATION BIULL. 
* - Motion (by Mr, Grynn) agreed to— 


That leave be given to bring in a Bill to 


- ‘amend the Immigration Act 1901-12. 


x 


House adjourned at 10.15 p.m. 


= Senate. 3 
Thursday, 14 August, 1919. 


The Presipent (Senator the Hon. T, 
_ Givens) took the chair at 3 p.m., and 
read prayers. 


a 


DEATH OF MR. ALBERT CLAYTON 
_ “PALMER, M-P. 


- Senator MILLEN (New South Wialee 


Mae for -Repatriation) [8.1].—(By 


_leave.)—1 submit the following motion. 


‘relative to the death of the late Mr. A, 


Palmer: ere 


‘That the Senate records its sincere regret at 


the death of the late Albert Clayton Palmer, 
‘member for the Division of Echuca, and 
expresses its appreciation of the zeal - with 


es which he devoted himself to his public duties, 


and its profound sympathy with his bereaved 
_ wife and family in their great sorrow. 


I am sure that I have the concurrence of 


honorable senators in- submitting this 
-mot.on, as although the honorable gentle- 
man whose name is refered to in it was 
not a aiden of the. Senate, he was a 


a art 


ants ae a member ame 


rally by his high pene Be: 
his. devotion to Bes duty. 
Instead of giving Parliament 


-Spicuous. 
‘views might entail, he was alwa 


per 
- motion by Mr. Groom) read a first time. © qualities weated ior ee hearty sat 


hearts go out to them on this 


Pike! 


Wales). [3.4].—It is my sad duty to 


yet I feel sure that not only 
senators on this side, but membe 


_ hind the ae of the Bex 


places. — 






















































had endeared himself to ne 


views. 


He. cudenbeaee ‘had o” : 
courage, he was essentially straight, ; and 
regardless of the effect upon his own poli 
tical fortunes which the expression of | 


sessed of the courage to expres 
Having heard him state his vi 
his hearers were immediately convin 
the sincerity behind them. His 


whilst there was a manliness, courte: 
and sincerity about the late Mr. Ps 
that endeared him to the large majo 
the members of both Houses of th 
liament. : 
T submit this: motion with a spe 
Sonanee to those who are the chi 
ferers by his decease. I am sure. 


We, therefore, not only place | 
our sense of the loss of a fellow wo 
with ourselves in the National Parlia 
but also our great sympathy wi 
are left to mourn him. ~ 

In submitting the motion, altho , 
is not expressly stated in it, a: assume t 
it carries with it the request that 


Ps 
GARDINER (New 





Senator 


the motion so ably moved by Senatoz 
len, and to associate honorable sena 
on ‘this: side De it. Se 3 


anne with the. late Mr. 


rally of both Houses of this Par 
will concur heartily in. the express 
given utterance to ‘by. Senator — 
We do extend to the loved one 
tO 


this Par harap ts 


hongrabke senators 


















Bs ator MILLEN (New South Wales 
inister for Repatriation) [8. .5|.—Fol- 
wing the usual custom in such circum- 
tances, and as a mark of respect and es- 
a for the late Mr. Palmer, I move— 


: s Senorm on. W. Elliot Johnson ) 
| and read 


RRR PALMER, M.-P: . 

. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
ister and Treasurer) [2.31].—(By 
ye).—A little before the luncheon 
oe eens eee the sad 


Cla ® Pier. We, and ‘his friends 

the House and in the country, had 
18 ‘prevailing epidemic and _ was 
ing a very hard struggle, but we were 
aan that the end would be other- 


oo Ente Sha rns way. 


ado, ) a all British Parliaments. 


year ‘since I first telus aejsinted 
with him. There are many of his older 


rtained dor the deceased gentleman a 
ling of. high respect and esteem. He 


ed a very prominent part in the de- 
mental life of the districts of Vic- 


b) activity. In municipal me he was 
<a a ae o NAMA aay 


rk vausn, ‘1919. 1 Dunn Palmer M. P. 


1 aware that he had fallen a victim — 


‘and pleasure. 


and family. 


with which he was associated prior — 


a conspicuous figure ‘and iad sestiraately 
associated himself for well nigh two score 
years with the interests of the producers, 
which he was afterwards called upon to 
represent in the Parliament of his 
country. His parliamentary career 


stretches from the year 1906, over thir- — 


teen years of busy, active, useful service, 
and he represented the important dis- 


trict of Northern Victoria in five Parlia- 


ments. 

Mr. 
strongly, expressed them plainly, and, 
while he had a wide circle of friends, I 
regret to think that he made, as we all 
do, by the expression of our candid views 


on politics and other matters, many ene- — 


mies, But we have learned in this. 
country to know that, after all, a man 
who has not a few enemies has not played 
perhaps his most useful part in life, and 
that it sometimes goes to the credit of a. 
man that his enemies have been made by 
the frank expression of his own mature 
convictions. The honorable gentleman’s 
wide circle of friends and acquaintances 
will mourn his death, with his sorrowing 
family. He lived a clean public and 
private life, and devoted himself with un- 
mistakable success and effect to the per- 
formance of his public work. In the dis- 


tricts with which he was associated his 
representation of the people in this Par-_ 
‘liament will be remembered with pride 
T think that both the public | 
_and private life of Australia are the 

poorer for the untimely death of the hon- | 


orable member, Mr. : 
Speaker, 


tender, as colleagues who have laboured 


and we hope, 


that in the tribute which we | 


Usi9 


Palmer held his views in. politics s 


with ‘him in this vineyard, there will be — 


found not only an expression to the 
people of Victoria of our appreciation of — 
his worth, but what solace comes from 
such an expression to his sorrovees wife 
T move— 


» 


That this House records its sincere regret at 


the death of the honorable member for 
Echuca (Mr. Albert Clayton Palmer), and ex- 


presses its appreciation of the zeal with which ~ 


he devoted himself to his public duties, and its 
profound sympathy with his bereaved wife. png 
family in their great sorrow, 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [2. 35].—I desire 


to express the sincere sympathy of honor- — 


able members of the Opposition with the 


relatives of the deceased gentleman. 


ew 
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Many of us disagreed with his views, but 
in a Parliament comprising members 
holding many divergent views we must 
give the honorable member credit for the 
sincerity of his opinions. I feel sure that 
just as we believe that we are entitled 
to our own opinions, so we are prepared 
to extend the same right to others. Al- 
though we differed from the honorable 
member, we are none the less sincere in 
our expression of sympathy to those 
whom he has left behind. 

Question unanimously resolved in the 
te native, honorable members rising in 
their places. 


Motion (by Mr. Warr) Sersea to— 


That Mr. Speaker be requested to transmit 
to Mrs. Palmer the foregoing resolution and a 
copy of the speeches delivered thereon. 


_ SPECIAL ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. WATT (Balaclava—<Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [2.87].—To em- 
phasize our deep regret, and to mark the 
sad occasion of the death of the honor- 
able member, I move— 


That the House do now adjourn. 
Question resolved in the affirmative. 


House adjourned at 2.38 p.m. 





Senate. 
Friday, 15 August, 1919. 





The Prustpent (Senator the Hon, T. 
Givens) took the chair at 11 a.m., and 
read prayers. 


BLYTHE RIVER IRON. DEPOSITS. 


Senator EARLE.—Will the Leader of 
the Senate lay on the table all reports 
in the hands of the Government on the 
Blythe River Iron Deposits? 


Senator MILLEN.—In rep sly to a 
question submitted, I think bs ‘aadater 
Pratten, a day or two ago, I intimated 
that the Loran referred to would be 
_ tabled in the fenate. I shall endeavour 
_ to see that they are here next week. 


- and Sasones in a position to answ 3 


ing questions :— 


vances have been made in the cost of Je 
























PRICES OF "LEATHER 
* Senator McDOUGALL. —Is th 


question which I put last week c¢ 
subject of the increase in the pe 


leather ? "ae 
Senator RUSSELL.—The “hone E 
senator on 7th inst. asked me the ow- 


1. Is he aware whether hutthen As 


from 50 to 100 per cent. since the emba 
the export of leather was lifted a “few 
AZO; and haa whether a boot then cost 


now 27s. 6d.? 
2. Have. the following rises in pr 
leather been made recently : = 
Glace kid, from ls. 6d. to 38.5 _ 
Box calf, from 1s. 8d. to 28. 4d.; 
Tan willow, from Is.“5d. to 2s. 2d.3 
Box hide, from 1s. 3d. to 1s. 11d.; _ 
Sole leather, from Is. 9d. to 2s. 5d.; — 
ENG leather, from 2s. 5d. to 3s. 6d. ia 


following oor — 


1 and 2. I am not in a position to Sa 
3. The Commonwealth Government — 
constitutional power under which the me 
suggested by the honorable ‘senator cou 
given effect to. 


INCREASE IN COST OF ae 
Senator EARLE.—Will the Lea¢ 
the Government in the-Senate cause 


laid on the table a returat answerl : 
ee questions : — : sie 


that manner ? : 

The PRESIDENT (Senator th 
T. Givens)—Senator Earle did 
sufficiently far with his question to 
me to form an accurate judgment, 


in his question an aan etal that 
tain condition of ie a , 



























ke Piernorits by innuendo when ask- 


ng questions. Senator Earle would be in 
ee asking eid a return 5) ae the 


saad 


cit a of life-during the years 1914-15 to 
8- ad was less in Australia than in any other 


ely hes, is a pee question. iia | 
in order the second question to which 
esire a statement in reply is— 
it a fact that such increased cost for the 


» articles for the same period was higher 
ueensland si in any other State in Aus- 


ler in Pn for a return showing the 
increase in the cost of living in the vari- 
ates or in various countries, and 

nm that return was supplied it would 
: er the questions submitted. It is 
ecessary to suggest a certain condition 
ngs by innuendo in the question, 
mate return would make it clear 
r what is _ suggested Py the 


ight be put in the nihentied form I 
indicated, or if the honorable sena- 


PAPERS. 

following papers were presented : — 
nce Act 1903-1918. — Regulations 
ended.—Statutory Rules 1919, No. 196. 
s: Report of Committee appointed by 


ister of Reconstruction. (Paper pre- 
ted to dees erent): 


x 


considerable sacrifices in doing 


ae 
ORE WAR. 0 ta aig 

Orrer or Ausrratian Troops. 
Senator GARDINER. — Will the 


‘Leader of the Government in the Senate 


make a statement as to the date on which — 
the Cook Government offered a contingent — 
of troops for service in August, 1914? 
What I want to get at is whether the offer — 
was made before the declaration of war. 

Senator MILLEN.—I shall endeavour sf 
to secure the information for the honor- — 
able senator next week. I prefer not to — 
answer his question from memory. can 


REPATRIATION. 


ASSISTANCE TO RETURNED Moniti0n 
WORKERS. 

Senator FOLL.—Has the atGat LOE oe. 
the Minister for Repatriation been called © 
to the fact that in Queensland at the pre- _ 
sent time there is a.large number of re- 


turned munition workers who were over- 


seas for some-considerable time, and who 
are now practically on the verge of star- 
vation, because under the Repatriation 
Act they are not eligible to participate in’ 
the benefits of the “repatriation. scheme? — 
Will the Government consider the advis- 
ability of doing something to relieve these — 
people, many of whom have rendered good — 
service to their country, and have made — 
sor ve Se 

The PRESIDENT.—Order! The hon- - ris 
orable senator must not argue the matter. 

Senator FOLL.—Will the Government 
consider the advisability of doing some- iS 
thing for these men? 

Senator MILLEN.—The Repaicaan 
Act, as the honorable senator has indi- © 
cated, does not include persons other than 
members of the Australian Imperial © 
Force. In framing the measure it was — 
not thought that munition workers, eee 
as their services may have been, were en- — 
titled to the same benefits on return to. 
Australia as men who took the risk of 
joining the combatant forces. The Go- 
vernment have intimated that it is their 
intention to amend the Act to enable 
munition workers to participate in the 
benefits provided for under the War Ser- _ 
vice Homes Act, and, further than that, 


‘they have eomuiiunicabed to the State Go- < 


vernments their willmgness to make ane | 


-vances to munition aan actu on 
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fe the land cyaniay to those ee ‘are now 
made to soldiers settling on the land. 
Senator FOLL.—Arising out of the 
_ answer to my question, will the Govern- 
ment, in view.of the special circumstances 
oo ab present existing, 
it a general practice, consider the pos- 
_ sibility of giving some immediate relief to 
these men, owing to their distress due to 
the strike and other causes ? 
~ Senator -MILLEN.—The - 
Aes already participated w:th the State 
_ Governments in a measure of relief for 
_ persons affected by the strike. 
_ tor Foll will give me particulars of the 
position in Queensland, I shall be ae to 
_ leok into the matter. 








VISIT OF MINISTERS TO LONDON. 
Senator O’KEEFE.—Is the Leader of 


“4 the Senate in a position to supply me with 
the information for which I asked the 


_ other day as to the total cost to Australia 
of the visit to England of the Prime Min- | 


ister, the Minister for the Navy, the 

‘Minister for Defence, and the staffs asso- 

ciated with them? Senator Millen said 
that as soon as he had the information 
for which I asked he would supply it. 
Senator MILLEN.—I can only - repeat 
what I said when the question was first 
submitted, and that is that when the Go- 
_ vernment are in possession of the infor- 
mation they will supply it to the honor- 
able senator. 

Senator O KEEFE.—Arising out of the 

answer to my question, I ask whether the 
rumour that the cost involved is 
_. £100,000 is anywhere near the mark? 

; Senator MILLEN —Really, I am too 

; busy to speculate on rumours. 


PUBLIC SERVICE. 
_ Barnet Inquiry. ~ 
1 Senator: BARNES.—Is the Leader of 
_. the Government in the Senate in a posi- 
tion to supply any information in reply to 
the question I-asked last. week as to whe- 
ther he will lay on the table of the Senate 
the papers in connexion with the ten dis- 
- missals from the Public Service, made as 
the result of Mr. Barnet’s inquiry into 


the employment of aliens in the Service? — 
— Senator MILLEN.—I am not yet ina . 


oes to ete the Cicuesk I have 





and without making — 


Gace nett 


If Sena- . 





hand. 


denen to a ere from e Sonate 


vernment furnish a 


‘do so. 


















en on eS eee 
partment, but no fee: has y 





PROFITEERING. a9 


Bie 


the effect that the ce of Barn ci Bs 


invites me to give. If is wil & abl 
to see pe peplogee E will brin 3 i 


Senator DE LARGIE. —wil 
return sho 
1. The rise in the prices of mea 
bread, butter, sugar, milk, pota 
fruit ‘during the years of the + 
Will the Government also. si 
wages and increase of wages durin; 
war of men engaged in the producti 
these articles? 3. Will the Govern 
furnish a return showing the wé 
increases of wages during the wai 
trades and callings the members o: 
have. been ion tea cat ik 
period ? ; 

Senator MILLEN, = was 








Rinne that. ve would be wun es f th 
_orable senator would ce : 


the Government make such 
tions through the various 8 1 







f ah Need Piats the duty 
ie 10: per cent. : 


emmonwealth Government to make 
se mtations to the State Governments 
the form of taxation they should 


or” : ‘POLL. 
given by Senator Millen, when he 
that the Commonwealth would: be 
ng its duty by making representa- 
ame: State Governments in. Co 





onor he Pistov has mit that eee 


when I was pene Previously 
_ the term ‘ succession eu 


t Pe asniso i teenifioisice aL 
. pe to add now that it is intended 


4 a. position to ety the infor- 
as the honorable senator seeks, 


nate the ee tone eplaens 
arconi lawsuit? © 


tor MILLEN.—The 
been Pas on the table of > 





_ DEPORTATION OF ence BY 



















































that ie Pe ouni: be eae proper for — 


on to. eee on the. Aphis of. 


‘papers "have 7 


ae 


RETURNED SOLDIERS. 


Ganator GARDINER.—1I ask the a co : 


ister for Repatriation whether his atten- — 


tion has been directed to threats les 
returned soldiers to use force against cer-_ 
tain residents in this country, and, if so, 
whether he realizes the necessity foe: 
action to prevent the deportation — Ob): 


citizens by unauthorized bodies, and with- 
out recourse to law by the Government _ 
_ themselves ? : 


eee ot of - ‘ike ; 


Senator 
that it is possible for me to answer the | 
question -in the limits of my reply. But 
I have every confidence that our returned — 
soldiers will not become breakers of the 
law; in spite of attempts on the part of 
certain newspapers to give a sensational 


turn to every little incident that happens. _ 
I am also satisfied that the States thems oe 


selves will preserve order. 

Senator GARDINER.—Is it the peley 
of the Government to deport people with- — 
out. recourse to the ordinary Courts of 
law ? 

Senator MILLEN.—The Goverumane 


policy in regard to deportation — is well 


known to this House. 


Senator NEEDHAM 1 ack the Mine) 


ister for Repatriation whether the Govern- 
ment, either through the powers conferred — 
upon them by the War Precautions Act 
or in any other way, can prevent returned — 
soldiers from forcibly taking possession of 


a man, and sending him by train from 
‘Perth te the coast with instructions that 


lhe is not to return? — Has the Govern 
ment any power to prevent such an inter- — 


ference with the liberty of the subject? — 


Senator MILLEN.—I suggest that the 


honorable senator should supply me eee 


the particulars of the case to which he 


ees: and 34 will then ee into Ite as 


GOVERNMENT GAZETTE. 
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MILLEN.—I ‘do ‘not~ know 


"Senator GUTHRIE.—I ask the Minis- : 


ter for Repatriation whether it is the — 
intention of the Government to renew the 


practice that has existed since the panel ede 


tion of Federation of supplying honorable — 
senators with the Government Gazette. 


Senator MILLEN.—I am not aware of s 
- what the practice was or is, nordoI think _ 


Re 


opty 


a 





- eomes under the Government control 
Sethe: 
-an opportunity of looking into the ques- 


tion, I undertake to supply him with 
_ the- desired information. 


aint aus dutraton OF that t publication 
Ai 


honorable senator will afford me 


~ 


FRENCH MISSION AND 
AUSTRALIAN SOLDIERS. 


Senator MILLEN.—On the 8th August, 
Senator McDougall asked—, 


Whether it is a fact, as stiited in the press, 


x that the French Mission made a donation of 


£1,000 to be distributed amongst the widows 
and orphans of Australian soldiers. If so, has 
anything been done in the matter, and how 
has the money been distributed? 


To that question I rephed— 


I know that it is a fact that the French Mis- 
sion, on leaving Australia, did leave such a 
donation, and for the purpose indicated. I am 
not in a position to say what has been done 


in connexion with its distribution; but I shall 


endeavour to obtain the information for the 
honorable senator. 


IT am now in a position to supply the hon- 
orable senator with the following infor- 


mation we 


orphans of Australian soldiers. 


In December last, a sum of £1,000 was 
donated by the French Mission to he distri- 
buted in the most suitable way to widows and 
Subsequently, 
@ proposal was put before General Pau by the 


Government, that it was considered the money 


could best he utilized in the establishment of 


a University scholarship, for which children 


of deceased soldiers would be eligible, to be 


designated “The General Pau Scholarship,” 
and in this suggestion General Pau concurred. 


SHIPBUILDING, 


VusseLts Orprerep IN ENGLAND. 


Senator McDOUGALL asked ‘the Min- 


ister representing the Prime Minister, 
upon notice— 


1. Has the Minister any information regard- 


ing the vessels that are to be built in Britain 


for the Commonwealth Government? 


_ 2. If so, can he say if they are to be built 
under contract at per ton rate or under the 
_day-labour 
- added? 


system, with overhead charges 


Senator MILLEN. —The answers are— 


1, The Government is not in possession of 
full details, as only cabled information has so 
far come to hand. 

2. The ships are being built on the basis of 
a actual cost, plus a percentage to cover over- 
head charges. 





























SIONED 6a 


Senator FOLD asked the: a 
ister for Defence, upon notice— 


“Has the Government come to a 
regarding the question of the remis: 


of fines aod ives in resp 
Australian Imperial Force mei die m3 
die on service, provided that the p: 

beneficiary in the estate was either : 
dent, or is father, mother, wife, 


lessened their own. services, — 
ee efficiency of ee 


commissioned officers of the Permanent 
who went on active service and gained 

tion to commissioned rank in the field, 
be returned to duty with the Perman nt J 
as warrant ant non-commissioned offi 


ing for promotion to oomaniaalonel 
Permanent Forces? ; 


ALC 


1. Yes. The Defence ‘Agt| prov 
candidates for combatant commissi 
Permanent Forces graduating from 
Military College, Duntroon. All r 
joining the Australian Imperial Fo1 
of the Standing Order, which read 


AA 


t It is notified: for Finin: a 


apply only to such Forces, and gi 
to future rank in the Be ; 
Forces.” | 
2. No. There is a ror there 
enables candidates over nineteen - 
to become students at the Royal 1] 
lege, and this is open to coe . 




































BRA NUATION—Pay FOR oes “ON 
Hormays—Evastons or Act. 


ator PRATTEN asked the Muin- 
representing the Prime Minister, 


‘Public Service Eepathaduation part of 
licy of the Government? 

Vill the Government submit the question 
the Public Accounts Committee for inquiry, 
ort as to whether a suitable scheme 
; eyised . for the Commonwealth Public 


» MILLEN. —This question is 
¢ Biahe tthe consideration of the Govern- 


, may require the Depeeinant: or any 
at 1ereof, to be kept open in the public in- 
or the whole or any portion of a holiday 
ed in pursuance of any of the preceding 
jions, and may require the attendance 
vices of any officer of the Department 
at holiday; but in that case that officer 
. granted an amount equal to a day’s 
f a full day’s attendance has been re- 
d a proportionate amount if less. than 
wy’s attendance has been required; pro- 
at no proportionate payment shall be 
one half-day’s pay.” ? 

ie aware whether, when the amending 
being debated in the Senate, the Min- 
in charge of the Bill said that there was 
utention on the part of the Government to 
rfere with any award obtained by the asso- 
in the Arbitration Court, and particu- 
| regard to the payment for time 
ym a holiday? 

1@ aware whether, at the present time, 
formed on a holiday when such ex- 
ur hours is to be based on the actual 
hours worked? 

aware whether this is distinctly 
a award of the Court, and also to 


Bea the Minister take steps to see 
2 awards oF the Court are carried out? 


soon as ee 


1 Say i i sv 
pens: “eh ne ie Zz 
e) 3 ? pt Ms 
Pt 15) A 
U BLIC § SERVICE. | 


eae zt am not in a iepostaen to ne . 


oil at £6 per_ton. 


a. senator, aha furnish him with 
Pied iv 


NM avy. 


Sonntag KEATING fekad the Minion ‘ed 
representing the Prime Minister, eee oa 
notice— oH Sf 

Will he place upon the table of ie ie Jee 
the papers in connexion with each of the four — 
cases cited as examples of “‘ Breaches or Hva- _ 
sions of the Act” on pages 13 and 14 of the — 
report of the Acting Public Service Commis- Gs 
sioner last presented to Parliament? ; 


is not Bt ; : 
sidered desirable to take the action indi- 


Senator MILLEN.—It 


eated. | Ne pes 
NAVY. , wit, UAE GA 

Purcuase or On—HMAS. “ ‘Age ie 
TRALIA, : BREACHES OF Discretine— ee 


Pay or N AVAL Pounicn. 


Senator O'KEEFE asked the Leader ae , 
the Government in the Senate, upon 


notice— 


1. Has he noticed statements recently ae 
in the Tasmanian Parliament by the Premier _ 
to the effect that the Commonwealth Govern- 


ment had purchased oil for the Navy at £6 per 


ton, but had refused to buy the Tasmanian ~ 
product at £4 10s. per ton, and he could get no 
reasons from the Commonwealth Government 
for refusing to assist in developing the Tas- 
manian shale deposits, except that they were — 
of the 


concentrating» on the development 
Papuan deposits? 


2. Will the Minister say if the statements 


are correct? 


Senator MILLEN.—The answers are— a : 


1. The statements had not been noticed, but 
it is correct that the Navy has purchased fuel 
It is not correct that the — 
Department has refused to buy the Tasmanian 
product at £4 10s. per ton, the position being — 
that no supplies of Tasmanian oil in any large — 
quantity have ever been offered to the Depart- 
na %)3) 
formed the Premier of Tasmania, in June last, — 
that it could not enter into any agreement with 


ment.. The Commonwealth Government 
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the Tasmanian Government until the Latrobe. Ras 


Shale Oil scheme was developed to such a de- 


gree as to provide for actual production and — 
‘supply of oil, including facilities for storage 


and wharfage, &c., and that a monopoly for the 


supply could not be given’ to any one pro- 


ducer, in view of the. fact that oil develop- ve 
ments were taking place in Rte: and by sagan ne 


State- Govertimerite, 
2. See answer to 1. 


Senator GRANT asked the Minister ree 
representing the Minister for the yy avy; oe 


upon notice— 


1. Have the boys of H.M.A.S. Australia re- i 
cently sentenced for breaches of discipline at _ 
Fremantle, been released from gaol? _ eS al 
2. If not, will the Minister state when it eee 


intended to release eta 


ar 












Wool Pool. 





‘RUS SELL, — The 


Senator. : 


oy a 
= ss BAY) ratings sentenced by aetet martial for ; 
aos jie ix a mutiny not accompanied by 
es ‘ieee have not been released. 


- The matter is one for decision by the Im- 
terial ‘authorities, who controlled H.M.A.S. 


‘Australia at the time, and who have stated 


that immediately full particulars of the occur- 


~ rence are received by mail, the representations 


re et * 





are -— 





ee of the Commonwealth Government na be con- 

we sidered.:. *. 

‘ Senator GRANT asked the Minister re- 
‘presenting the Minister for the Navy, 

upon notice— 


1. Is it a fact that the members of the Com- 


 monwealth police force are paid at the rate of - 
--- 128. per day, while the members of the Naval 
‘police force are paid a minimum of 10s. per 

day? . 


2. If so, what is the reason for the difference ? 
3. Is the Minister prepared to favorably con- 


eS ee sider the increasing of the Naval police pay to — 
wag at least 12s. per day? 


RUSSELL. Ba 


Senator answers 


1. The statement is substantially ey 
2. The two forces are.engaged on divergent 


duties, and under separate Departments. - 


3. No. An increase of Is. per diem was 


ey granted from Ist July, 1918, apd the present 
rates are considered reasonable, as pay is aur : 
seven days a week, 


WOOL POOL, 
- Rervsat ‘to Sure Woon FROM cs. 
Senator BAKHAP asked the Minister 
representing the Prime Minister, wpon 


_ notice— 
1. Has the Government any reports or cor- 


oe ee oendeies in reference to a reported refusal 
_ by shipping agents in Sydney to ship wool con-. 


trolled by the “Central Wool Committee? 
2, If such wool was so refused, will the Go- 


Priaenaient state who, in fact, eer haen such wool, 


and give the name of the ships affected by such 

Oh agg 

3. During what period was such wool held up, 
and what was the quantity of the wool which 
should have been shipped? 

4, Who is the chairman of fhe local wool 
Pe againistration in Sydney? 

5. Was Sir Owen Cox a member of the local 
. wool administration of pyeney, and what action 
_ did he take in the matter? 

6. Will the Government lay on the table of 


ae the Senate copies of the correspondence between 





Sir John Higgins and the Central Wool Com- 
‘mittee, and Sir Owen Cox and others, relating 


to the refusal to ship wool purchased on behalf 


eae the British Government in Sydney, and also 


Ms all reports from Sir John Higgins and the 


Centr al Wool Committee on the subject?» 





answers ey 


Eerie soahior ‘en 


Pease for Repatriation) Th 
-move— 


ee at this stage. 


Wales) [11.29].—I shall follo 
ample of the Leader of the Gc 
_by refraining from discussing abs 


- originally came from the Stan 


- this late hour, and in view 


existence - ae some hon ofall ae 


‘measures that will come up > 







































a py A as soon as Se g 


That the report be adopted. 
In view of the very long debat 
had the other day, I do not e 
necessary to support the motio 


Senator GARDINER (New 


length the motion for the adoptio 
report. It is quite true that, in C 
tee, the proposal of the Standir 
Committee was debated at gre 
In my opinion, a decided im 
was effected in that standing. 


Committee. -The proposal now 
is absolutely different from tha 
put before the Senate by that 
But it still has my opposition, 
believe it to be an unwise, un 


liberty of honorable senators. 


until after the next election, 


order to be adopted and app 
conduct of. ee in this Senate 


Petey ‘some of 
tion. I refer particularly _ 
mercial Activities Bill. Ne 


senator who gives sae meas 

























































» ine 


senator a an hour hea a half? 


iC ~GARDINER.—I  am__ not 
o g for myself, lomekead I shall not 


a ned i in’that Bill j in ‘ite ane time 
ved, as from experience I know that 


es merely be gabbling over my 
pe in order to compress my views 


ae addition to- pat 


es a en tors Bakhap, Foll, and 


Pecks 


fei)" to aati me from occupying 


et not Laie that purpose, 
ase, if I were so evilly disposed as 
honorable senators suggest, I could 
' more tune in uae with a 


nly Reith more aun eyatie to honor- 
senators. I care not a ent of oe 


up as. an eS) example and as an 
aaah ation of the necessity for this new 


Tt sneha gives me 


ang ‘of sie new ; standing ete In 
, 1 take it as the very best compli- 


» of mind which is so Peateninte that, 


PAE 


| Baxwap. me tolerance is 


eSnetce as 

a hat veallg was in the minds of 
overnment and their supporters. 
norable senator made an absolutely 
J statement. I am not complaining 
at, but I am pointing out that the 


Pet 


Ws ending 


ae in ‘that 1 measure. 


the time limit of this -stand- 
eo ; 


could expect from that particular 


in open debate 


order, as amended in the 


- Committes. 0 of ine poo Tell he ee 
so far as Committee work is. concerned, 
as it leaves the business of the Senate in 


Committee absolutely at the mercy of an 
obstructor. I have previously emphasized _ 
the fact that the business of this Chamber — 
can only be conducted by the Se 
of its members. I have had nearly ten 


years’ experience in this Senate, and I_ 
-never remember a. session in which the 


Government were blocked from carrying — 
out their proposals. But I remember 
that when honorable senators -opposite— 


-and particularly the present Leader are 
oe Government (Senator Millen)—were | 


in Opposition, they used our Standing ~ 
Orders to the utmost extent of their 
powers to obstruct Government. business 
for the time being, in order to give the 
people of the country an opportunity Or 
knowing what was being done here. What 
is happening now? There is an attempt 
at break-neck speed in the matter of legis-- 
lation; though I say that if ever there 
was a time when legislation should be 
enacted in a deliberate manner, that time 
is now. There should be no attempt to 
pass proposals of such great magnitude as 
those which will come before the Senate 
during the present session. Unfor- 


tunately, in recent years, it has been the 


custom for a Minister in charge of a 
Bill to move a contingent notice of motion | 
suspending that portion of the Standing 
Orders which would prevent a measure 
from passing through all its stages with- . 
out delay. Now, there are thirty-six | 
members of this Senate, as fairly repre- 
sentative of the people as could be ob- 
tained. > 


Senator DE Dena ee hear! 
Above the average. : a 
Senator BaxHar, — Emphasize that 


again. 

Senator: GARDINER. —I_ will say 
again, and accept even the. on 
of my political antagonist, Senator de- 
Largie. J say it is impossible for the 
thirty-six members of this Senate, even 
with their great capacity to ides 
stand. important issues, and their ex- 


tensive knowledge, to appreciate imme- 
diately all that is contained in a Bill as 


soon as the second reading has been 
moved. Will any honorable senator say. 
that it is a waste of time for Sasiaseines of 


er 
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a Bueaitide to be discussed at length? | 
oe ‘Outside of this Parllament, there are 


- thousands of people who take an interest 
in our legislation, and it is advisable that 
we should be deliberate so that we may 
_ have the advantage of that wider field of 

- wisdom, and in order that the people may 

realize the actual results of our labours. 

_ The tendency of Parliaments and Govern- 

ments in recent years has been to hurry 
legislation through. 
Senator Mu.cany. I wish the honor- 
able senator would try to ‘‘ get a move’ 
Senator GARDINER.—The honorable 
senator has had much experience in public 
life, but I hold different views from his 

- upon this particular subject. I hold that 
_ the chief function of a Parliament is to 
_ discuss fully every question that comes 
before it, so that the people outside may 
have some information as to the char- 
acter of the legislation under review, and 

some knowledge of its effect upon the 
_ general community; and I am endea- 

‘-vouring to point out the dangers that 
may follow from this tendency to hustle 
in legislation. Our parliamentary in- 
_ stitutions were not called into existence 
for that purpose. It is, of course, the 
most important function of a Parliament 
to maintain in office the best set of men 
to administer the affairs of the country. 

- The majority has always done that. I 
_ admit this, even with regard to the pre- 

- sent Government, but I merely use them 
as an Wustration. The present Govern- 
ment could not very well be called a goo 
get of men to be charged with the ad- 

- ministration of our affairs, but I admit 
that they are the best set of men that the 
present majority have, and the best set 
of men representing the Naticenalist 
electors; and in maintaining this Govern- 

ment in office, those constituting the 

- present majority are. discharging their 
duties to their constituents. But this 
attempt to curtail the rights—I will 
not say the privileges—of any honorable 
senator is an iniquitous use of the power 
_ exercisable by the Government, because 
our Constitution gives minorities the 
_ right of unlimited complaint against acts 
of omission or commission ; and any re- 
striction of criticism against the sheer 
APOC y: of the Government will 


Oe 


=) 










“TT was 


intolerant act of an intolerant 

































it seems, have boboress ee 
attempt to curtail the few minut 
are occupied by any speaker: | 
after all, honorable senators only 
a few minutes in their speeches. 
heard it said that I spoke for ten 
eae a certain einer I did nothin 


comet measure ae but I d 
interfere ven the passage A th 


siete ‘of that Ne a 
making my earnest pr 
against what I * thought was an inr 
upon the privileges of this Cham 
provided in our Standing Orders. — 

Senator Baxuap.—I. thought I on 
heard the honorable senator adm _ 


has no standing ordaes 
ponte GARDINER.—I have 


honorable senator inconsistent 
testing against the mispensaeam | 
Standing Orders on that occasion. 

Senator GARDINER.—I can 
understand how the honorable sena’ 
gards as inconsistent my attibu 
admiring the procedure of the Ho 
Lords, where business is conducted 
out standing orders, and my 
against the suspension of the Standi 
Orders in this democratic “ House 


Lords,’’? which might equally well 
duct its business without sta 
orders; but I take up the abtitu 


while we have Standing Orders, th 
be obeyed. I shall always endea’ 
see that the Senate conducts its busine 
in accordance with those ers rd 
If we could reach that high pla 
tolerance which would enable our bt 
to be conducted without standing 
I believe our legislative work » 
conducted more effectively, < 
much greater wisdom, than pi 
The proposed new standing order. 


of this Chamber, who imagir 





















































ee in this Cacnck that 
ad accomplished their ends. I ap- 
o the good sense of the Government 
% to place amongst our Standing 
Irders the mutilated proposal of the 
anding Orders Committee. I ask the 
overnment not to proceed any further 
that direction, and to realize that it 


Committee propose. The proposed 
standing order is absolutely useless, is 
Spe to annoy honorable senators, 


acti cannot enjoy 
in discussing) measures 
hich | they have fi close at- 


- cecupy more ee in depts with legisla- 
on with which they are not fully ac- 
I am not saying that in the 
‘orm of a threat. If the new standing 
rder is carried, I will obey it, but I would 

t ae to crowd into sixty minutes 


f the Deiat decide that this restrictive 
standing order shall come into force, I 


shall accept that decision. I hope to 
ride the Senate to see who favour 
-and who oppose it. When hon- 


i senators’ decisions have been re- 


0 ee of re views of others at 
hey should have supported its passage. 
gret that the people in the various 
es should have sent representatives 
so unacquainted with the purposes 
Parliament as to make this a_ place 
here measures cannot be discussed to the 
ullest degree. I appeal to the Govern- 
nent, at this late stage, not to press the 
natter, and to prevent the new standing 
order being included in the rules of this 
Chamber. ; 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
. Givens) [11.48]—On behalf of the 
ding Orders Committee I wish to 
that ane arent of Senator 





is futile to do what the Standing Orders - 


in the Senate. 
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ing order originated with that ‘Commit- 


tee, and was brought before the Senate 
on its initiative, is not correct. It should — 
be known to every honorable senator that — 
the framing of such a standing order was 

proposed by the’ Leader of the Govern- 

ment (Senator Millen) last year, and re-— 
ferred by the Senate to the Standing 

Orders Committee for consideration and 

report. 

During the discussion in Committee a 
the whole of the report of the Standing 
Orders Committee, [ explained that the 
latter had but a bare half-hour in which 
to consider the proposal referred to it, 
and, therefore, could not do more than 
affirm the paricrple contained in the pro- 
posed new standing order, that it was de-_ 
sirable to put some limit on the length 
of speeches, and make a report to the 
Senate, which would enable the proposed 
standing order to be discussed by hon- 
orable senators generally more fully than 
it could be discussed by the members of 
the Committee. : 


I have studiously refrained from say- 
ing anything as to either the merits or de- 


‘merits of the proposed standing order, 


nor have I in any way tried to influence 
honorable senators in favour of its adop- 
tion; I have merely stated the exact posi- 
tion of affairs, so that the Standing 
Orders Committee might not be saddled 
with responsibility which could not ae 
perly be placed upon it. 


Senator SENIOR (South Australin) 
[11.50].—When this question comes to a 
vote, it is my intention to oppose it, be- 
cause I do not feel that we are doing: a 
wise thing. I wish to take a calm and 
dispassionate view of the whole pro- 
posal, to see how it will affect discussion 
We have to realize what a 
far-reaching effect it will have when deal- 
ing with the measures that are brought 
before us. We have also to consider that 
the Senate does not occupy nearly the 
same time as the other Chamber in dis- 
cussing measures submitted to it. If the 
proposed new standing order be carried, 
it will mean that our time, which is 
already short, will be further limited. It 
will not give us the opportunities | we 


should have for careful revision, nor will 
“it give the Senate the faite it cote 
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have as a debating Chamber. It mar 
create the impression outside that it is 
our desire to hurry through with the busi- 
ness in a few hours at the end of a ses- 
sion; and that is practically what we shall 
be doing. In all probability, when the 
prorogation is approaching, we. shall 
have some very. important measures to 
consider—more important, in fact, than 
any that have yet been before this” Par- 
liament. In connexion with the State I 
represent, there is the question of con- 
structing the North-South railway, and 
who can look upon the map of Australia 
without realizing that such a proposition 
must call for lengthy debate? Honorable 
senators who have a real interest in the 
States they represent cannot confine 
themselves to one honr in discussing im- 
portant proposals. The only remedy will 
be for an honorable senator to ask for an 
extension of time, | 
Senator Retp.—He should do so. 
Senator SENIOR.—Why should we 
have to ask others for-something we 
should have the right to? Why not limit 
a speaker to five minutes, and then let 


him ask for an extension? The prin- 
ciple is the same. Can any hon- 
ovable senator say that he-~is_ cap- 
able of measuring the capacity or 


ability of another honorable senator to 
deal with a Bill? Senator Reid may be 
a jydge of his own ability or capacity, 
but I defy him to judge mine. To use a 
eommon simile, honorable senators would 
be using their own bushel to measure 
other honorable senators’ grain. The 
new standing order will have the effect 
-of stultifying our intelligence, and the 
position the Senate should occupy as a 
Legislative Chamber. In dealing with 
important national questions, business will 
be unnecessarily hurried, and, as the im- 
pression is already held outside that 
it is now .so_ hurried, the new 
Standing order will have the effect -of 
confirming it. Frequently when our Acts 
come before the Courts, Judges remark 
that the intention of Parliament is not 
elear, and that shows clearly that proper 
care has not been exercised in their 
construction. Time and again we find 
short amending Bills introduced to over- 
‘come the defects in existing legislation, 







ee in a Tee, Bhar 


lead to the reprinting of original ber as aeen 


or require an intricate process of ¢€0 
parison to see how 


have been amended. This all poner, 





different sections - Fs 


o 
pce om 


to inefficient work in the first instance. th 


It very often sap during the noctindae 
reading of Bill, that honorable 
senators see, as ae a reflected light, the 
views of others, but much of that will be 


lost if our ne is to be restricted. This — 


Be 


proposition does not deal with breaches 


of the law, but is being included in our 
Standing Orders to control the general — 
business of the Senate. 
senators are to be confined to sixty — 
minutes.on a second-reading speech, our 
deliverances, instead of being judged by 
quality, will be judged by the clock. Fre- 


quently, at the beginning of a session, the oe 
Senate has to adjourn owing to lack of ~ 


If honorable ~ 


business,-and at the end of the session we 


are deprived of the time which should 
have been ours at the beginning. Fre- 
quently measures are passed by exhate 
tion. 


that evil. 


Senator SENIOR.—That confirms ee | 


impression I had that the new standing — 
order is brought in to minimize an evil — 
that could be minimized by introducing — 
measures earlier. 
money Bills, the Senate enjoys equal — 
rights with the other Chamber, and we 
should ‘not be compelled to deal fully 
with important Bills at the close of — 
a session, when sufficient time is not 
available. 
workman partially employed, and then 
indorse work done under great pressure — 
as workman-like. We should have dif- 
ferent methods of bringing business be-— 
fore the Senate, and we should always be 
given the fullest scope to discuss and re- 
consider measures in Committee until we 
have made them as perfect as possible. — 
Senator NEWLAND (South Australas 


{12.1]}—During the discussion of the e . 
proposed new ‘standing order on Wed- — 
nesday I was prevented from par-— 


An employer does not keep a 


Wercae 


Senator Mitriten.—This will minimize - mss 


With the exception of — 


Sat pat 
se t ot 












ae ‘ ue 


ae 


ticipating owing to my 
occupancy of the chair. The division - ee 
lists, however, will indicate my atti- ~~ 






































ened order as it was even- 
‘amended. © Between my own views 
he limitations set out in the standing 
to-day there is only one half-hour. 
ould be competent for an honorable 
senator who has an important subject to 
es ntroduce to occupy, if necessary, 
Es ene in doing so. I do not agree that 


ny E abject within an hour or an hour 
d a-half. There are many matters 
-which I, personally, would not at- 
te tempt ‘to handle in less. than sixty 
m et. 48 possible” that I shall be 
of the et victims of the standing 


presentation of which I had expected to 
ipy certainly more than an hour and 
ie 


y to considerably curtail my remarks. 


st Rie order. I shall do so realizing 
t fod, all honorable senators will be af- 


oe 


€ so improved the standing order, es- 
ally in regard to the limitation of 
ns during Committee stages, that, 


verally acceptable. I admit that I 


ee ioe been. eee coutloratiin 
> I was in that mood, it is not unlikel 


lly drafted. Upon reflection, and in 
ner moments, however, I believe I 
d have taken the view that it might 
be regarded as an act of punishment in 
rela on to one particular offender. 
e shall be punishing ourselves equally. 


d for that reason I am prepared to ac- 
og standing order in its amended 

_ Although it may sometimes work 
e detriment of honorable senators, I 


ae phy per +i 

ae ee ae 
 [amitation —CS*FCDS A 
ee SEAR IEE 6, See 
Sa eas a BG 
chal Saves 8 recorded my vote ; 


ake notice- -paper ; in my name, in the. 


am of opinion ack: it will make fo the 


at every stage until 


carry: 


more speedy transaction of business gene- 
rally. It should have good effect; but 
if it be found that the Senate cannot 
on, or that the standing order 
causes harsh conditions, it will be quite 
within our powers to repeal it, / sb ape 
preciate the objection *taxen by ‘Gannbsr 


_Sentor, and agree to some extent with his 


two - 


Now, however, it will be neces-’ 


he Be denis made in ane 


_ have 


E chaine order should be Ronpidened. 


ve sometimes felt rather aa had be- 


gret that you, 


views. He is governed at all times by 


the spirit of compromise; he is not one 
who, unless he achieves his own purposes, 


will have nothing to do with a matter. 

I am convinced, though, that business will 
now be given preater despatch, and that 
the standing order will help to protect 
our rights and preserve our tempers. 

Senator PRATTEN (New South Wales) 

[12.8].—I desire to be ‘consistent at all 
times, and I shall vote against the adop- 
tion of the report in order, if possible, to 
prevent the standing order from coming 
into operation. The information which 
you gave to the Senate a few minutes 
ago, Mr. President, justifies our objection 
to the standing order. . You stated that. 
the Standing Orders Committee had had 
but brief time in which to consider the 
matter, and you confessed that the fullest 
consideration had not been given it prior 
to its introduction to the Senate. I re- 
the Standing Orders 
Committee, and the Government, should. 
seen fit to propose such a 
drastic addition to our Standing Orders, 
especially realizing that this Chamber is 
so differently constituted from “ another 
place.” You, sir, have the power to 
shorten debate by the application of | 


various standing orders dealing with ir- 


I would have supported it as: ori- : 


Now - 


"his is largely a Chamber of compromise, 


relevancy and reiteration. 


‘It is within 
the competency of honorable senators to 
move at any time, “ That the question be 
now put.” The Senate is possessed of 
sufficient power to prevent obstruction 
and curtail unreasonably long speeches. : 
The new standing order, however, goes to 
extremes. I do not agree with Senator 
Newland when he states that the amend- 
ment made in the standing order for the 
limitation of speeches in Committee to a 


quarter of an hour, while at the same time 


permitting an honorable senator to speak 


aS. ae as he cares, improves the 
3 original. 


I do not inpnsiaee beasts ee 


11592, : 


~~ 
Re Fee 


Limitation. aS 


eine order will nena the full per- 
formance of our duties in Committee. 
Tits effect will frequently be to cut off 
“remarks of an honorable senator which 
he deems to be of such importance that he 


is bound to take the earliest opportunity 


to continue and conclude them. Any- 


thing calculated. to prevent our working 
In the spirit of the Constitution of this 
Chamber will draw ‘increased criticism 


 e* 


Y on us, and can only strengthen the case 

those honorable senators and their sup- 
ae who desire the abolition of this 
Chamber. If the Senate is not to be 
free to perform its fullest constitutional 


duties, it can have no excuse for existence 


. snk as a recording Chamber for busi- 


ess done elsewhere. By adopting the 


as standing ordér, we shall be assisting 


the Senate to commit hari-kari. 
announced when the standing orde 


It was 
r first 


came before this Chamber chat it was a 


matter for honorable senators personally 
to review and decide upon. It was made 


clear that it was not a Government pro- 
“position. 
from any possible party shackle. 
that freedom now, and, 


We were given our freedom 


since I eonsider 
that we would be taking a retrograde step 


dm agreeing to.it, I shall oppose “the adop- 


: tion of the report. 


Senator GRANT (New South Wales) 
[12.15]—From the speeches which have 


been delivered by some honorable sena- 
tors opposite, one would be led to imagine 


‘that the proposed new standing order 


would not seriously interfere with the 
right of honorable senators to discuss a 
Bill-at reasonable length. But it should 
not be forgotten that at the present time 
there is no limitation whatever imposed 
upon the time which honorable senators 


‘may ocoupy in addressing themselves to 
any stage of a Bill. 
standing order is agreed to, no honorable 


If the proposed new 


senator. “will be allowed. to speak, in cer- 


tain cases, for more than an hour, and 


and 


in other cases for more than an Wane 


a half, though on rare occasions an hon- 


erable: senator may, with the consent of 


‘the majority, be given an extension of 


time for a limited period, Such an in- 


‘road upon the rights of honorable sena- 








T elaim 
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, ae more than an hour and a half. 




































et 
would not Rs fair to regan 4] 
party matter. a 
Senator Szentor.—Not at alles 
Senator GRANT.—I think it i 
that it should not ne so in? ; 


upon any ane into a fee 
not more than an hour_and a. hha 


tor mane not do so in pie 
land tax. AS 


senator rome it would be quite im 
sible for me to oompress what I would ¢ 
sire to say on that question into 80° 
a space of time. I feel sure that if & 
tor Senior were in good form, h 
W ee find it impossible to compres: 

emarks on some subjects into a speet 


Senator O’Krrrzr.—He could — 
so on the subject of insurance. if 
Senator GRANT.—And i. 
number of other questions as w 
a d ae * nay upon pei 


are ery few iesnslaeye Chamber 
membership of whieh is so limited i 
ber as is the membership of the Senat 
There is, therefore, no necessity for 1 2 
divest ourselves of the rights and 
leves In the matter of discussion — 
have been handed down to us b 
who’ have preceded us in this Ch 


~ It is, no doubt, true that if ata Je 


tors should not be countenanced for a_ 
moment. In view of some of the speeches 



















stage it is found that the proposed 
ing order is unworkable, it Gar 
amended, but. it is very much eas 
prevent the adoption of a proposal « 
kind than to amend it after. it hi 
adopied. The far safer course for 
take, in the circumstances, is to, reje 
proposed standing order “by refusi 
adopt the report of the Committee. 

Amendments have been carried on 
proposed standing order as at first s 
mitted, which will have the’ effe 
giving honorable senators a fair : 


in Committee. But that is not the 
of 4 measure at which honorable 
can speak at large upon the suk 
















































hae at any time. In the case 


great number of Bills © that 
ome before the Senate, it would 
een impossible for honorable 


to do justice to themselves 
r constituents in the limited 
given for discussion under the pro- 
ann order. It will be equally 


retain the Pane and oh ae 
ave been- handed down to us. 
tg refuse to adopt | the report, and 
t the es of the proposed 


Natu aly. TI intend to oppose the pro- 


& 


a standing order at every stage. 


repe Rie. the reasons for my opposi- 
fo it. It is sufficient to say that I 
it is quite unnecessary, as I said 
he matter was previously | eae 
1. As, in view of the result of 
ons which have been taken upon 
posed standing order will very 
adopted, IT think I am entitled 
that the Opposition have, during 
ideration of this matter, cer- 
oT eo existence. Had it 





Eatin in the Senate, ad his 
k was joined in by practically every 
. senator on this side, and by 
onorable senators on the other 


ble ee ee a but it probably 
regarded by others who are regular 
rmment supporters.. The opposition 

proposed standing order, as at first 
Tesulted , in vital alterations 








been impossible. 


of the Chairman of the Standing Orders oe 


-amended form 


erect Thee ak doubt WAT bol found ee 
considera ble value. 


Had it been adopted — 
in the form in which it was first ‘pre- 
sented, it would have meant that ao 
cism of financial measures would have 
it is rightly said that 
finance is government, and criticism of 
the most important functions,of govern- 
ment would have been actually stifled if _ 
the proposed standing order had been 
adopted as at first presented. It would  — 
have been possible for Ministers to 
stifle criticism of Government expendi- 
ture running into millions of pounds, if 
the standing order had been adopted as 
assented to by a majority of the Stand 
Orders Commiittee. 


Senator Gururir.—No, it was hoe 


Senator O KEEFE.—Senator Guthrie, 
as a member of the Standing Orde pou 
Committee, says that the proposed atau eg 
ing order was not assented to by a ma- 
jority of the members of that Committee. 
If that be so, I do not know how it came 
before the Senate. It was at least © 
assented to by a majority of the members __ 
of the Standing Orders Committee pre- 
sent when it was agreed to by that Com- 
mittee. Senator Guthrie has explained 
that he was not present on that occasion. 
On that account I appealed to the Go- 
vernment to refer the standing order back __ 
to the Standing Orders Committee for 
further consideration, so that at least it ~ 
might be said that before its presentation 
to the Senate, it had received the appro- 
val of a majority of the members of that 
Committee. It must have received the 
approval of a majority of those present 
when it was decided to recommend Tg ae 
adoption by the Senate. i oe 

Senator Gururim.—The casting ae te 














Committee should never have bean Lane seers 
in the way it was. a 

Senator O. KEEFE.—The Govormien ne 
refused the request that the proposed 
standing order should be referred back to 
the Standing Orders Committee, and we 
now have it before us in an amended ae 
form. The value of the previous discus: 
sion of the matter is indicated by the 
in. which the pro-. — 
is now before — 





posed standing order 













us. ain its Sipe form it. will bs Pp 
Sc when discussing a Supply Bill, for 
honorable senators, if they so desire, to 
a epee eriticise every item included in 
it. The Government’s proposal was- to 


pin edo ‘away-with any criticism of any Go- — 


_vernment measure. = -->~ 


Gee 


from the Government. 


Senator O'KEEFE. 


- ink wh tee 


— It emanated 


Ae the Standing Orders Committee.” 


The proposed new standing order was 
Pdight down by the Government, and it 
ed was the place of members of the 
' Government in the Senate, if they did 


Sn 


and not to support, it. We know how 
Senator Millen pleaded for the adoption 





of the proposed standing order as at first 


submitted to the Senate. By the amend- 
ments which have been made in it, hon- 





-may speak in Committee upon a financial 


_ longer than a quarter of an hour at one 
time. 

Senator Suntor.—Suppose. a Supply 
“Bill proposed a reduction in the grant for 


-a Tasmanian mail service, would: the hon- 
orable senator be able to deal with it in. 


a quarter of an hour? 

Senator O KEEFE, —Certainly not; 
but an honorable senator might do so in 
‘a number of speeches of a quarter of an 
hour each in length. As the proposed 


standing order was first presented, and re- ~ 


~ commended and supported by the Leader 
a ‘of the Government in the Senate, and 
_ honorable senators behind him, the Go- 
_vernment would have been in a position 


to put financial measures through as they 


pleased, because, with the exception of 
oo Minister in charge of such a mea- 
sure, honorable senators would have been 
_ restricted in Committee to two speeches of 
a quarter of an hour each on any ques- 
tion. The whole of the schedule to a 

é ae Bill, or the total vote for a Go- 


BY SG 


- vernment Department, might be put in one 











honorable senators would have been re- 
‘stricted to two speeches of a quarter of 





oe 
S an ap ol of a Government ena inen: 


ee 


: ‘supporters. 


(Senator Srentor.—It did et es: - 
their existence, if they had- 


pose, by voice Sy vote, the Be 
not think it a fair proposal, to oppose, — 


— Majority 


: a orable senators will not be limited as to. 


Baki Ta Je; 
the number of times upon which they — wet ie 


-Buzacott, R. 


measure, though they may not speak for Crawford, T. W. 


-Henderson, G. 


Ferricks, M. A. 


Guthrie, R. S. 
. McDougall, A. 


- Lyneh,-P. J. 


- question, and if that course were adopted, that it consists of quite a nw: 


an hour each in their criticisms of the | 








Ministers and a numbe 
Because, as a 
previous consideratiey Of: the 















































Ree in the Some 


anything else. I shall at every s 


Sain amended form. — | 
Question put. The Senate 
AYER 3 a 
Noes .... 


AYES. 50 27am 
-Muleahy, HE 
Newland, J 

Plain, We 


Bolton, Lt.-Colonel. 


Russell, EK. 
Thomas, J J. 


Earle, J. 
Givens, T. 


Keating, J. H. 
Millen, E. D. 


Gardiner, A. d 
Grant, J. “genio W 
- Tell 
oi a: 
; Pairs. : 
Fairbairn,. G.= 
Shannon, J. W. 
ie Gin Je a 
de Largie, H. Needham, ; 


Question go en in ae 















ne Minister for Dele 
In moving— erga © 

That this Bill be now read a: 
I think honorable senators 


friends with new faces. Its 
hate us to carry, to the st 



































tiated axing the period of | 


| beatae 4 Why did ae the Go- 
t include leather in the Bill? 

> RUSSELL. —Because we have 
acts in connexion with leather; 
se they would have been included. 
ntly the honorable senator quite 
heiends the object of the Bill. As 
ve already remarked, it is merely 
ed to extend the period of the Go- 


nn nent re in connexion with 


ee “contracts haine completed. 


hse Eoatracts at a later stage. Bat 
s not the purpose of the measure. 
ect, is to cowie contracts, mach 


a cue contracts will cover bis 
year’s wool clip. Everybody knows 
out our wool contracts, and the Go- 
‘ nent merely desire ‘to ‘honour. their 
gements. 

e ator PRATTEN, —Will fie: Monster 


nator RUSSELL.—Yes.. We con- 
to sell the whole of the surplus 
e to the ora Govern- 


iked with our own supplies. 
> PrRatren.—What were 


regard to reservation of 


ae hey Pee no control over our 
al supplies of wool. We are absolutely 
As to aes, ac ean es 


fe ees era he io Saas 
of those contracts were in- 
‘during the war period, and that 
ere decidedly beneficial to Aus- 
well as to our Allies. . It is for 
pose of extending those contracts 
it is proposed in this Bill practically 

tinue the War Precautions Act. I 
hink there has ever been the 


cust) 919.) 


the: 


_Aaivites Bill, 


eights: ‘difference of opinion | as we the 
_ principle embodied 


in this commercial 


trading. It seems to me that we were 


extremely fortunate to get out of the posi- 
tion in which we found ourselves on such 
excellent terms as we did. I repeat that 
the contract in regard to wool will cover — 


I could, 


the next year’s clip. if neces- 


matter at all fully, I 
At the 
same time, if any honorable senator de- 
sires to be supplied with facts or figures 


during the Committee stage, I shall ‘be s 


delighted to furnish them. The figures 
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} 


“sary, quote figures bearing on most of : 
_ these propositions, but if I dealt with the 
should probably be — 


occupied for three or four hours. 


in relation to the wool clip alone would — 


fill about eight Saturday’s newspapers. J _ 
of the wool | 


may add that the value 
handled by the Wool Committee has now 
reached the prodigious total 
£122,000,000. 


-Senator S—ENior.—Can the Minister give 


us the total value for each year? © 
Senator RUSSELL. Syne I will do so 
in Committee. 


Senator Pratrren.—You will have only ae 


a quarter of an hour in which to do it. 


Senator RUSSELL.—I have no doubt 
that the honorable senator will be pre- — 
pared to move that I be granted an — 
The Wool Committee | 


extension of time. 
has been controlled by th 
of - Australa, nominally 
Prime Minister’s Department, I wish now 
to draw a 
classes of Pools. 
practically a 


e wool-growers 


The Wheat Pool 


Government 


which had to be financed at one period to 
the extent of about £18,000,000. 


Woel Pool. The Committees in connexion 


with the Wool Pool received no salaries. 


through the 


distinction between the two 
15, 
institution, — 
which was run by the Government, and — 


Bute 
the same remark does not apply to the 


The whole of their work was done in a 


tion of a small travelling allowance of 25s. 
per. day when they are asked to under- 
take specific duty on behalf of the Board. 


Senator Baxuap.—Will the whole of © 
the. organizations which existed in war 


purely honorary capacity, with the excep- — 


time in connexion with our wool business 


be maintained ? 


Senator RUS SELL. —This 


does not deal with. the future beyond © os 
making provision for the completion of 
existing contracts. Re 


measure - 








te 





\ 
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te - existing contracts. 
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Minow the Government to go farther than 


that? 
Senator RUSSELL.—In certain re- 
_spects: No. In_ regard to collective 


Erne where a Customs embargo may 
be imposed, it may be possible to 
do almost. anything. But whatever may 
be our individual views in regard to the 
continuation of these Pools after the 
- existing contracts have been completed, it 


will be for Parliament to take action if. 


‘that course be deemed necessary. 
- Senator Baxnarp.—Will the Central 
Wool Committee and all the different 
State Committees be maintained ? 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes, to complete 
Thereafter, 1t will be 
for Australia to do anything she likes in 
regard to these matters by means of 


. ordinary legislation. 


Senator Fort.—Are not the expenses 
to which the Minister has alluded paid 
out of the Pools themselves ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—Yes. In passing 


I think we may congratulate those who 


have accomplished such magnificent work 
in connexion with these Pools. All these 
persons are to be complimented upon the 
_ splendid spirit which they exhibited in 
our hour of danger. We have had a good 
- object lesson of what can be accomplished 
in Australia by collective bargaining. 
_ Probably these experiments would never 
have been made but for the war. If in 
time of peace we would only exhibit a 


similar spirit, it seems to me that nothing 


would be impossible in this country. The 
wool clip has been controlled by the Cen- 
tral Committee and by State  Com- 
a aitices, and all the members of these 
‘bodies have indeed done splendid work. 
Seeing that they had no_ previous 
experience in this direction, and that no 
man, either in this or any other country, 
had ever been called upon to handle such 
an immense quantity of wool, it does seem 


to me that they have rendered us mag- 


nificent service. 
_ Senator Colonel Rowrti:—And they 


are very anxious that this Bull should 
spas | 
Senator RUSSELL.—_In regard to 


"wool the British Food Controller has him- 
self pointed out that there were certain 
- difficulties to be overcome in the early 


Goat Earie.— Will the Gonahition: doce of : Pool, notah ; 


‘lest confusion might occur. 


desired to alter were involved, | 
that it would be open for discussi 


: requirements were met, on a valt 


actively engaged in this work, " 


New South Wales dispute whiel 


that a satisfactory solution of it 






























Allies needed to Ba educ: 


matter. But now that the Ww 
in proper working condition — 
Allies are particularly anxious 


no alteration should be made 


question of policy which this P; 
the ated, are now work 


has been commandeered. Sheena | 
on a different basis. 
Pool, an attempt was made to tre 
skins upon the same basis as” 


fain agreed to purchase Bie. 
skins, that is, all surplus after Aus 


of 153d. per ib. for greasy ia: 
Seana McDoveatr.—Why 
wool scoured in Australia? si ao 
Senator RUSSELL. — Th ‘rec 
show that wool scouring in Australi 
increased to the extent of 75 _ 
over the 1914 operations, 1 


men were so fully employed. — 
Senator McDovearz.—Then, 

they been closed up? ag 
Senator RUSSELL.—I do “a 


enter into the merits or demeri 


before the Court; but I may p 
that other establishments, worki 
later conditions, are operating mos 
factorily. N obody regrets mor 
do the unfortunate dispute whi 
arisen in New South Wales; but F 

want to go into the details of that 
I hope, in the interests of all co 


be arrived at. 


out 4 
Senator RUSSELL. fa 
not usual to discuss a questio. 
the Court. 
Senator McDoveatt. 8 
are starving. 3 


































ny fas aes in ‘the a atlop in- 
y in this State, and I believe, despite 
spute referred to, that the future of 
ndustry is promising. ‘The industry 
one which ought to be encouraged to 
» fullest extent. 

Senator Senior.—Has any attempt 
een made to secure by-products from the 
esidue 3 in the wool-wash ? 


, been ke by officials of the Bureau 


say, satisfactory results. It has been 
eat as I believe, ee from 5 to 


Barwon River every paar This will 
be available for the manufacture of 
p and for other purposes. I believe 
it this by-product is present in greatest 
antities in the wool of the merino lamb, 


aid to grading in fellmongering estab- 
ents. Improved machinery, on the 
ciple, I believe, of the cream Ssepa- 
ator, is now coming from America. 

Referring to flax, I may point out that, 
rior to the war, 60 per cent. of the Em- 
’s requirements was obtained from 


of France, in parts of Belgium, 
n Ireland. With supplies from the 
e provinces cut off, the position was 
rious one during the war, and steps 
re taken to encourage the industry in 
tralia. Experiments made by the 
eau of Science and Industry show 
‘no industry furnishes greater pro- 
». We managed to get sufficient Aus- 
n seed for the cultivation of about 
cres, and also secured some imported 
ut I regret-to say that the latter 
a failure. I may also add that, 
ary to the experience in other coun- 
_ the Australian seed, which was 


Science and Industry, with, I am glad) 


sia, the balance being produced in the 





tT, 1919.]  Actinties Bill. AlSOG: 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes; but, of 
course, we have only a limited quantity. 

Senator Rem.—For how long” has it 
been acclimatized ? 

Senator RUSSELL—I do not know — 
where the original flax seed came from, 
but it appears to have become acclima-_ 
tized at Drouin, in Gippsland. The — 
British Government have agreed to take _ 
two years’ produce, at £170 per ton of 
fibre. The Commonwealth Government | 


have guaranteed the growers £5 per ton - 


of green flax for the first year, and £6 
per ton for the second; but as we do not 
desire to make a profit out of the trans- 


action, we believe we shall be able, by - 
means of a bonus, to bring the return to — 


about £7 per ton. As the production is 
nearly 2 tons per acre, the producer 
should get a return of about £12 per 


acre for a product which does not appear 


to be any more difficult to cultivate than 


‘an ordinary cereal crop. 


Senator Frrricxs.—Did not the Minis- 
ter say that an area of 1,000 acres would 
give a return of about £50,000? 


Senator RUSSELL.— Yes; but some 


of the cultivation is only in the experi- 


mental stages. 

wenator Frrricks——How does the — 
Minister reconcile that ‘statement with - 
the return of £12 per acre to the grower? 


Senator RUSSELL.—It is possible 
that in some districts the crop may be a — 
partial failure. I will look again at the 
figures, so that I may confirm what I — 
have said. I do not want now to deal in 
one. speech with what are practically five - 
Bills. 

Senator Garprvmr.—Shall we have five - 
hours each in Committee to discuss this 
measure? . 

Senator RUSSELL.—I desire now to 
deal with the agreement covering next 
year’s sugar crop. 

Senator Prarren. — What is 
agreement ? 

Senator RUSSELL.—I have it here, 
and, if the honorable senator desires, I 


that 


shall be prepared in Committee to read 
the whole of it. . 

Senator Garpinzr.—But we are en- | 
titled to know what the etree ac is. 
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Senator RUSSELL.—Under the con- 
tract, we acquired from the Queensland 
Government, for £21 per ton, the whole 
of the sugar produced in Queensland. 

Senator Baxnap.—That has no con- 
nexion with our Imperial relationships ? 

Senator RUSSELL.—No. During the 
year in which the Commonwealth took 
control of the sugar industry, we had to 
import about 200,000 tons, owing to a 
shortage of pr oduction in Queensland, due 
to bad seasons. At that time local sugar 
was £14 per ton; but the import price, 
due, no doubt, to panic caused by the 
war in its early stages, was about £39 
per ton. The Government decided to 
strike an average price for the whole of 
the Australian requirements, and this 
was done at a cost, to the consumer, of 
about $d. per lb. Tregard the sugar ques- 
tion as a triumph of commercial dealing 
in Australia during the period of the war, 
because we were able to increase the price 
to the grower from about £14 to £21 per 
ton, and it has been possible to so in- 
crease the wages paid to the workmen as 


to place sugar-growing on a “white 
man” basis of cultivation. What is to 


be the future of this industry, beyond the 
period of the Commonwealth contract, it 
will be for this Parliament and those in- 
terested to decide, 

Senator Prarren.—tIs there anything 
in the agreement prohibiting the importa- 


tion of foreign-grown sugar? 

Senator RUSSELL— Yes; the agree- 
ment prohibits- porate 

‘Senator Garptner.—Surely we ought 


to have the details of that agreement be- 
fore we deal with this matter? 

Senator Crawrorp.—The Government 
have power, under the Customs Act, to 
prohibit the importation of sugar 

Senathr (Ganpinen—Let them use it, 
then. If they do, the people have power, 
at the ballot-box, to deal with them. 

Senator RUSSELL.—In regard to the 
importation of foreign-grown sugar, I 
may point out that, as ‘the Government 
took over control of all sugar locally 
grown, it was equally important that they 
should also control the imported commo- 
dity. In pre-war days, it was the prac- 
tice for manufacturers to import cheap 
sugar, and subsequently secure a rebate. 


(SENATE ie 


_than people in other countries. 





eae Bill. 


Senator Prarren.—For Seon oat ‘a oe 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes. 
however, they were able to get Australien 
sugar for manufacturing purposes at, 
perhaps, £5 or £10 per ton less than had 
to be paid for the imported article, there — 
was no suggestion of importation. Tf have — 
followed the agitation for the importation — 
of cheap foreign sugar for manufactur- i 
ing purposes, and I have no hesitation in 
saying that, on the whole, the Australian — 
manufacturers have been extremely lucky, 
because, on the average, sugar has been — 
cheaper here than in any other part of — 
the world, with the result that they have 
been able to compete successfully i in out. 


_ side markets. 





Senator Prarren.—But do not forgot 
that this question fone the fruit-grower: 
as well as the manufacturer. 

Senator RUSSELL.—I do not forgo. 
that; but I still think that, on the whol 
we have done better, in regard to sugar, _ 
“When 
sugar was being supplied to Australian — 
manufacturers for American contracts at 8 
about £24 per ton, the outside price was 
very much higher. The manufacturers 
then did not agitate for permission to im- 
port outside sugar, because, happily, we. 
were able’to. make available: am them — 
plenty of Australian sugar at a lower oe: 
figure. ay 

Senator Garpiner,—After - luncheon v 
will the Minister give honorable senators | 
the essential details of the agreement? — 

Senator RUSSELL. — If honorablaes, 
senators desire it, I will read all the sy 
tracts, is 
oa 

















Sitting ceamiges pee 1 to 2:30 pan. 


Senator RUSSELL.—May I, in econ= 
nexion with the query of Senator Ferricks ee 
relating to flax, correct a slight error 1 . 
made? The correct statement is as fol- 
lows :— Pease 

Through the Committee's efforts the area Pr 
under flax was increased from 300 acres in 
1917 to 1,400 acres in 1918. This crop now 
being treated at various mills in Victoria, to 
which State the first year’s efforts were epe’: — ae 
sarily confined owing to the lack of time Sale 5 
seed at the Committee’s disposal. To enab! 
the Government to carry out the commitments 


nae eo es 
Messe ery Poe er ates® 
Roan os PR aiioe SF 









s 
ae 


ata 
- ae 
lin til 
























































ee ‘ 
‘eatment of the does ai as the 
_ the resultant products, it is neces- 


oe functions of the Flax Industry. 
ttee as at present held under War Pre- 


bya 


ns regulations. The area sown this year 


from this crop is, with a normal season, 
£50,000. 


flax per acre, and there has also 


the short lengths. The finished pro- 
is sold at £170 per ton, the scrutch- 


them. One of the contracts provides 


Q sSihent: with the. Colonial ce Refin, 
mpany, which undertakes the re- 
and distribution. _ The principal 





hall act as agents. in_regard to the 


ested for Australian require- 
but the Commonwealth Govern- 


ealth_ Government allow a milling 
e of 27s. 6d. per ton, and £1 per ton 
ertain work in connéxion seith the 


tor PRATTEN.—You AS the 
£ £21 per ton, and a costs £2 7s. 


ae RUSSELL. a will give a 
mmary of the position. The price 
sugar was fixed at £21 per ton for 


Se 


een 2,000 and 3,000 acres, and the esti- 
value of the product that will be ob- 


have averaged nearly 2 tons of. 


a quantity of ‘‘scrutchings,’”’ which 


28 come £80 per toue ae the - 


oo RUSSELL.—I will con ho 
» senators an opportunity of perus- 


he State Government shall acquire 


hole of the pepe liad sugar, oe 
: _ at such other time, and either in a lump sum_ 


in this agreement is that the com- - 


re to provide shipping.” The Com-- 


17 crop. _The agreement between 
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ie Limited and the Ouran nas re- 2 


spect to foreign sugar provides— 


The gross proceeds of all sales by the com- # 
pany of all products of the raw sugar will be 


collected by the company, and will be charge- ~ am 


able with the Padiecigt to Costs, ee Bi 


charges, Viz. 


(a) The f. o.b. price of the- Taw sugar whieh 
has been refined; 


(6) Insurance, - 


freight, “and © el apes 2 


charges (other than export duties and 
_ import duties) payable under clause 
_5 hereof in respect of sugar which en 
Toot _ been refined; - eas 
‘(¢) the refining charge provided. for in 
- -elause 8 hereof; a 
(d) freight insurance, wharfage and are. 
age charges on and in respect of re-. 
fined products shipped to Western — 
. Australia and between the refineries; _ 
(e) the actual cost of tinning and packing 
syrup and treacle; - 
(f) the actual cost of packages in which | 
refined sugar is contained ; see eae 
(g) the selling charge provided for 
clause 9 hereof; and = 
(h). the managing charge proeided: for ine 
clause 10 hereof. 


_ The balance of such proceeds (if any), ather 


deduction of the said» cost, expenses, and. 
charges will be paid by the company to the 
Minister on the completion of the work to be — 
performed by the company for the Government — 


or by pene, as may be required by Re, . 


Minister. 


If honorable senators desire farthes a 


formation, I shall make a definite state- 
ment in regard to actual details when the 


Bill is in Committee. Naa 
Senator PRarren. —We want e pe 


what the sugar company is eet out ote 
the business. 


The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. — 


_T. Givens).—Under the new atandine” 


order the Senate has just passed, the 


~Minister’s time is limited, and I ask hon- : 


orable senators not to interject. =a 


Senator RUSSELL.—I shalt sui 


to give the fullest details in the time at 


my disposal. This is virtually five Bills © 
in one, and we have to remember that we — 
have never previously handled commercial — 
transactions of. such magnitude as those 
with which we are now dealing. I am not 
going into the details of the whole five in 
a -second-reading berg but f shall. be 
glad, on being notified, to give all the in- — 
formation when the Bill is in Committee. _ 
- Honorable senators are aware thab the. 


Butter Pool ha 


been in existence for — 





Commercial — 













ie a. a half years. 
i roducing more butter than was required 
al our Australian needs, a Pool was 


oe plus. hiss the demand overseas was 
so great, and the prices so high, that 
had there not been effective control, Aus- 
tralia would have been without butter. 
In view of those conditions, it, was de- 
cided to establish a Pool first with the 
object of supplying the local require- 
ments; and, secondly, to dispose of our 
surplus. butter and cheese to the Imperial 
authorities. The British Government 
offered to accept our surplus stock of but- 
ter, and this was sold last year at 175s. 
per cwt., taking into consideration our 
half of the profit made by the Imperial 
Government, and this year it is being 
sold at 175s. per ewt. straight out. The 
arrangement has been of considerable ad- 
* vantage to Australia, and whilst it en- 
abled us to make the best bargains over- 
seas, it also enabled us to have a fairly 
“adequate supply for Australian require- 
ments. During the spring, when 
ter is fairly plentiful, it is placed in 

cold storage, and when the winter season 
: ee and supplies are restricted, 
we have the right to withdraw the quan- 
_ tity we require from cold storage. This 





















ter which has been placed in the cold 
stores when it is valued at 175s. during 
the plentiful season, and the only addi- 
tional charges imposed are those for 
_ freezing and storage, as well as a small 
interest charge. This arrangement {has 
enabled us to maintain the local market, 


and at the same time to get the best re- 
The Butter . 


turn for our surplus stocks. 
Pool has been under the control of a 
_ Committee appointed under. the War Pre- 
cautions regulations, and it is mtended 
that the Pool shall be continued until the 
us of next season. 


Senator Rerp.—Were the butter pro- 
ae satisfied ? 


- Senator RUSSELL.—I do not know. 
att they were not, I do not know what 
! - they want, I have not heard any aes 


ions of disapproval, 


Senator Prarren.—There are plenty 
fa South Wales who are not satis: 















When we were 


but=> 


_ arrangement enables us to withdraw but- . 


only feel that, under the. circum 


- number of. sheepskins exported 













































Rae a complaint fone a sin 
ducer in- mean ae in connexion 


plaints from cropristaey fe: 
panies in regard to the commission 
charges. Considering that we have De 
working under war conditions, I ps 
think that such complaints had : any Ov 
dation. | 
Senator Foru.—Have you a 
complaints from the grocers ? : 
Senator RUSSELUL.—Yes. 
present we are not dealing with 
of distribution. The main poin 
arrange for a continuation of a 
tract, hoe 
Senator Prarren.—Producers in 
South Wales are very divided. 


of the Butter Pool for a year. Jae 
and whilst I occupied that position 
not remember having received a 
complaint. I do not know what ha 
pened during the last year, whilst 
been under the control of the ] 
for Trade and Customs (Mr. 
Greene). , 

Senator PRATTEN: ara were in 
until a eins ago. 


The total quantity of | bathe her pe rE 
was 1,226,000 cases, vated: at ‘£4,79 5 


no direct expression of ise 
part of the producers in this con 
but as we have maintained the 
price, and an adequate supply, 


we assisted materially { in bridging 
difficult period. oe 

During my remarks on the shee 
question, there were several inter 
in regard to wool tops and fellmon 
I have figures showing that the 1 
of sheep slaughtered in Australi 
1914-15 was 13,970,000, and 


i. 


tralia was 9,368, 000. aaa 
















































1914- 48> and 73° per > cent. 
The Commonwealth Statistician 
ises that the figures relating to the 
‘number of sheep slaughtered for the 
[918-19 season are not yet available. I 
ve, however, a note from the Central 
Rs Wool Committee, which states— 
From the information collected in the office 
the Central Wool Committee, it is not anti- 
pated that the above tan will .be 
erally altered. 

} ) are still treating 15 per cent. of the 
epskins in Australia as against 25 per 
nt. before the Wool and Skin Pool was 
stablished, and this is sufficient to show 
é x te ola has been very beneficial to 





able number of fellmongering seiabiatt 
ne ts have ssa erected in Australia 


ee. the : Bintos ‘kine notion 
ecure control of wheat for pooling 
oses, all the contracts that were in 
ence were cancelled when the Pool 
; established. The Pool had power to 
luct its operations under the War Pre- 
autions regulations. In addition, there 

| grown up a system—when the Rineker 

ncertain—of encouraging the far- 
s to produce more wheat. Later the 
ites and Commonwealth came together 
the purpose of giving a joint guaran- 
e, which, generally speaking, has been 
s. per bushel, plus railway freight, which 
tually meant 4s. 4d., with certain re- 
nsibilities attached to that guarantee. 
States agreed to bear responsi- 


y up to about 3s., and it was 
that any loss . should be 
proportionately between Oom- 


) Sah and States. I am not in 


Wheat Pool scheme, but it was 





Pde healy a foe | i genius, — | 


‘production in Australia. 


sition to say who was the originator 


“1 | 





an a 
vastly to the advantage of the Australian ; 
people. At the time there were contracts — 
in existence, the prices in connexion with — 
which were much below the cost of wheat — 
Owing to the 
nature of the 1915-16 harvest, ruin stared 
wheat farmers in the face. With the 
shortage of freight it was recognised that — 
competition between merchants, or even 
between various wheat States, was bound — 
to force oversea freights so high that to 
have gone into the open market to secure 


freights would have meant that it would 


not be possible to ship one bushel of | 
wheat from Australia at a payable price. 
I may illustrate that point by mention- 
ing that one State secured an offer of a 
boat to carry a shipment to Egypt, and 
that the freight amounted to £15 a ton. 
As the result of eliminating compe-_ 
tition between the various States, we 
succeeded in securing the same boat for 
£7 10s. per ton. And that elimination - 
of competition has enabled us to con-— 
tinue a good export business. Wheat 
was not always a saleable article in Aus-— 
tralia during 1916. We were not able to 
secure an offer for overseas sales at a 
higher price than 4s. per bushel. In 


« that year we sold 400,000 tons to France 


at 4s, We looked on that contract, how- 
ever—and it was a good one—as having 
been secured by the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Hughes), largely by way of recognition - 
on the part of France of Australia’s ser- 
vices in the war. It was that, rather 
than a purely commercial deal. Matters 
look more hopeful to-day. The situation, 
despite many mistakes, and the fact that 
the inauguration of. the wheat scheme 
was an entirely new experience, and, 
also, that we have had to meet the com-- 
petition of the world’s keenest interests, 
is decidedly brighter. Despite that we 
have an overdraft to-day of more than 
£17,000,000, I believe that the total pro- 
ceeds of Sales will more than cover our 
‘outstanding losses. Only this day a 
cablegram has been received to the effect 
that the British Government have exer- 
cised their option over an additional 
500,000 tons of whéat. | 


Senator’ PRarrmy.What | does ee 
mean—that the sales have more than 
covered our outstanding losses ? Ce 


\Golinerdal 





e Behator: RUSSELL. —While we aves 
‘not yet delivered the wheat, and have not 
‘received our money, we have made defi- 
nite contracts, and portion of the amounts 
will be payable upon shipment. The 
: present overdraft of the Board - totals 
_ £17,200,000.~ As against that, the recent 
ie sale to the British Government. of 
_ 1,000,000 tons will realize altogether 
£10,267 ,000. Other overseas sales ef- 
fected, for which payment is to be made, 
including sales to New Zealand, Norway, 








_ Egypt, Greece, and Japan, will result in 


further receipts amounting to £3,279,000. 
Tn addition to those combined sums, 


‘there is the amount due to us in con- — 


- nexion with the option now exercised by 
- the British Government over. -500,000 
tons. I heard of this acceptance only 
- about ten minutes ago, and it appears 
_ likely that there will be further payments 
amounting to £5,133,000. Altogether, 
‘the Board expects to secure a return of 
_ £18,679,000, as against our overdraft of 
eee TS 200 000. In addition to that grand 
ee total, we have a surety of £500,000 to. 

- £550, 000 a month in regard to. local 

3 sales—involving a total amount of, ap- 
proximately, £3,000,000 between now and 
_ Christmas as the outeoie of business with 
. millers; but I have not. included that, 
© factor since. we secure those orders from. 
day to day, and receive our money corre- 

_ spondingly. 
I have been asked to give an estimate. 
of the stocks of wheat on hand to-day.. 

The estimated quantity of unsold wheat 
still on hand is about 30,000,000 bushels. 

‘But:I desire to make this paint: clear. 

_ Our wheat figures are based upon the re- 

ceipt of the wheat at railway stations. It 
is a book entry. There are two factors 
which now make it difficult to estimate. 
quantities in. hand. . First, wheat in- 
_ @reases in weight a good deal, as a rule, by 
storage; secondly, the 1916-17 harvest 
_ suffered very severely by the mouse 
_ plague, which wrecked our stacks. Since 


then there has been a rather serious | 


development of weevil. It is im- 
_ possible, therefore, to determine how 
- much of the wheat affected is in export- 
able cr saleable condition. © Generally 


es however, the mouse aia weevil 
Pas wheat is turning out much bet- 
ter: than we expected at the time when 





In weight during storage. 1+ 


Bone. tofranied: from a 


“quently. sought to know. whet 


make a guess at our total. sto 



































SL ti 

he 

nt: 
nh. 


e stacks : 
deals brought down to the g 
‘There was not, at the time, sufficie 
pert advice available to indi¢ate t 
course for coping with the trouble (A 
New South Waite, the authorities ) 


we Go not bother. The mice’ will 
out.”? That was the general opin 
namely, that the mice would disap 
within a few weeks. Unfortunately st 
was not the case. In Victoria, it w 3 4 


cided to bag the wheat and the mice tc 


gether. The outcome was reall: 
triumph, for the wheat has turned 
well. True, the bags are coming out 
from the cleaner at an average of at | 
5 lb. per bag lighter than prior t 
cleaning process. Altogether, to pu 
the number of bags aontd still leavi 
long way short of actual facts. — 
ial ens ne due ee 0 


thittic that the whole pea: wh 
wound up, will be found to hav 
out anything like as badly as_ 
pected at more than one stage. in 
tory of the Pools. 

Senator Colonel Rowr.tyi.—Is that 
estimate upon the wheat at the ports, ¢ 
upon the wheat taken 3 in by the Pools 


wheat taken in, and pe regard to 
fact that as against losses: due. 
and weevil, we must place the 


I ieee been. criticised in: the 
by many interested parties for no 
what total gar has fee throu 
Foe Li 


ing total] quantities. . 


should hold on to their scrip, 0 
part of it, or sell all. I have re 

















to try to Sasi Peale tb ar- 
a calculation for purposes of 
ig on the market. I have declined 
L any officer of the wae to fur- 


ustralia. We have had to overcome 


ment of wheat. 
holding stocks of 1916-17 wheat—the 
wheat affected by the mice plague, and 
ch has not been exportable to~ the 
> of the aaa Government—we 


p those a. away, “while still Coe 
andling the earlier harvests. Opera- 
ms of that character have involved the 
ning of one ep into another ; but all 


y + Government are now taking the 
he t as fast as we can ship it; and while 
W stl have a py of 1915-16 wheat 


he. ae Government had the neces- 
ry sterilizers Deal These were Put 


ae cae Sy etiee the whole of the 
000 ‘bushels ab an early date.. We 
1en be in possession of facts ‘respect- 


nan at, 4s, 


puitish Tae sold aE“ pas Od. 
el, instead of our receiving at 








me l 15 Avover, 1919.) 


Se. very tit ct fils fie the" people 


ce a the 1,000,000- ae sale 


500,000 t 
peaeint of our sales ot 1915- 16 ons. 


per month. 
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. We are still waiting on aie Beth Go- 


vernment for those accounts to be settled. 
Senator Garprnrer.—It seems that you 
dealt more harshly with the British Go-~ 
vernment than you did with Georgeson. 
Senator RUSSELL.—I know nothing — 
of that business. The Australian Wheat 
Board was not consulted, and it takes no 
responsibility. In any case, that is a 
matter which has not been settled, and T 


do not propose to refer to it. 
While we have been _ 


In the columns of the press during ihe! 
past few days I have been able to give 
the fullest possible information within 
our knowledge. I am hopeful, from ioe 
present outlook, that we shall be able to 
make a very early clean-up of ‘all the 
wheat, so that we may learn the outcome — 
of the whole of the Pools. Those. who 


have reviewed the situation will see the 


wisdom of the Government proposing to 


extend the period covered by the Pools 


to enable us to complete our contracts. 


I am quite satisfied that there is a large 


section of the community who would be — 
glad to learn of an extension even beyond — 
the time set out in this Bill. : 


Senator Garpiner.—Are there 3 


agreements or contracts which make it 


urgently necessary for the authorities to 
continue? Are there any agreements in 
regard to which the Bone faith of the 
Government is at stake? a 
_ Senator RUSSELL.—Yes, there is the 
effective control, management, and de- _ 
livery of about 250 000 tons of the old 
3,000,000-ton contract ; there is the mat- 
by Mr 
Hughes to the British authorities, and 


there is to-day’s acceptance by the British 


Government of the further option over — 
Then, there: must not be 
overlooked the quantities sold to 
Zealand, Norway, Kgypt, Greece, and 
Japan. We act also in the capacity of 
storage agent on behalf of the British — 
Government for the wheat. purchased by 

that authority, and _ still remaining in — 
Australia. That is to say, if the Imperial _ 
authorities do not take delivery of the 
wheat before March of next year, we are 
to receive at the rate of 4d. per bushel — 

We. are pitineley trustees © 

until the whole of that wheat has been — 


- delivered in fair quality at the ships. eid. : | 
ae : “As. : ae we ees get 5s.” & 


to the British’ Government. 
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decision in the matter. 
hopeful circumstances, 


the Pools. 





. Commercial Sete at 


cantor 
 scmontp or arrangements to pool the 


. C coming season’s wheat? | 
Senator RUSSELL.—It has been de- 

cided by the Government to pool 
a -gseason’s crop. 


next 
That was deemed neces- 
sary, and we had to arrive at an early 
In the most 
3 it was considered 
impossible to have two systems working 
side by side. While we still held large 
quantities of unsold wheat, it was un- 


: thinkable that we should lon the new 
harvest to 


come into the market in 
competition with the stocks held by 
It was of no use for the 
Government to agree to permit freedom 


of private enterprise in relation to the 


shipping arrangements. 


incoming wheat unless private. enterprise 


was free at the same time to enter into 
If we were to 


say to the merchants, ‘‘ You are free to 


- buy and sell for yourselves, but the_Lord 


help you if you try to get. a boat!” 
chaos would result. It would be abso- 


 Tutely fatal to the best commercial in- 


terests of Australia to permit competition 


- in regard to the chartering of vessels until 
shipping generally had become normal. 
_ Those are the reasons which actuated the 
- Government in extending the Wheat Pool 
_ for one year. 
this connexion will have to be determined 


What will be done later in 


by the Government and Parliament in 


the ieee of the poe 


Pees agree- 
ments been eutered into with regard to 





: the control of next season’s Pool ? 


Senator RUSSELL.—Yes. 


-. Senator Prarren.—Can the Minister 


-give us any 


information 
agreements? . 


about those 


Senator RUSSELL.—No, but ihe ae 
_+posal was that we should extend the Pool 


for another year. ‘I understand that all 


_ the State Governments have replied agree- 
_ ing that the Pool should be continued for- 
_ one more year, 
should be given to the wheat farmers of 
«4s. 


and that a guarantee 


4d. a bushel, less railway freight, 
which would mean an average price of 4s. 
per bushel. When.the Bill is under con- 


sideration in Committee, I shall be glad, 





if that is desired, to quote some of the 
ane, between the Common- 


wealth Government and the State Go- 
_vernments in Sela to the matter. 


Gispae sa there any 


-handle transactions so important 


‘dulge in pin-prick criticism of th 


deal. 




























taink Tam entitled to say th 
has been done in Australia 0 
with most of these large con 
transactions. They were pre 
unique, as the wean had not h 
experience’ of such extensive 
handling of products. 
occasion here and there for crite 
regard to the geueral management | 
matters, but it should not be for 
that no private persons haye ever ] 
tensive. If persons are disposed to. 
management of these commerci 
ties, they should be reminded of th 
of the job and of the very effective 
ner in which 99 per cent. of the wo 
been done. Bey: 

Although I was Vv 


good deal during the last ve 
we had known earlier, as we know 


plague from the start in a “way 
would have saved this ei 
No p 


plagues which had to a tae bi | 
in control of the Wheat Pool, and it ¥ 
never before necessary for persons 
ing in wheat to store and preserve 
mense a quantity for four or fir 
The lessons which have heen lea: 
the handling of the Wheat Poc 
been. an education to the Aust 


baneak to the community at larged 
- Debate (on motion by Senat 
pies adjourned. 


aie ox 
That the Senate do now adjourn, 


Msn FE Loeuro: 




























































rnit ng, on the ae of relief to 
nunition workers, and the Min- 
y thereto, but I do not think 


t he case which I wish to bring 
. As his case is not singu- 
» gentleman who has mentioned 
titer to me asked me to bring it 
the eines berate Gh he had 


oO. the ae the nrobability 
pet. under existing conditions, the 
ation would be parted down. — An 


Risen nce are 


Bac Imade for 
Be ae I wish’ 


ee case to 


Ww a Bcd on ae RAviCe of the 
UI ore because he was a man whose 


7 fof his S aitecibdal toleotons 
ar poe any that he would 


H tly went abroad, ol ees re- 
@ positions at the Queensferry 
ons Factory, Chester. After two 
alf years’ service abroad he re- 
ed to Queensland, and he now finds 
he cannot take advantage of the 
ervice Homes Act, as he would like 
ale ‘a do. He, has recently been 


Bit Acation—— that he should 
at as a returned soldier within 


a se FERRICKS —Then I 


at ad 


am 


FERRICKS. ay may mention 
. not require any sustenance 
_ He has complained, further, 
ae deemed entitled to the Aus- 





iach he values more 









es TRA Oa ae! pare alate 
Adjournment. 





for Repatriation says,’ he is entitled 


under the War Service 


he 


to benefits 
Homes Act, 
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: Le 1 
| rehiy than he does the Munition ue 
Workers’ badge. If, as the Minister 


A 


should, I think, be — 


entitled to the Australian Imperial Force 


Returned Soldiers’ badge, in addition to ; 


the Munition Workers’ “badge. I ask the 


Minister for Repatriation to bring this — ” 


claim under the notice of the Defence 
Department. 
that’ there are other persons similarly — 
situated, men who enlisted as Infantry 


partments of war service. 


Senator GARDINER 


day -next he will be prepared to supply — 
honorable senators with figures showing 
the moneys p 
dually and collectively, of firms handling 
wheat and wool? 


[3.7].—Senator O’Loghlin this morning, — 


at my request, postponed the following — 
questions which were on the business- 
paper in his name:— 


1. How many warrant officers and non-com- — 
missioned officers are being treated as _ re- 
turned soldiers on account. of having 
detained for service in Australia? ‘a 

2. Will the Minister give their names and — 
the duties they were employed on? = 

3. Was a general instruction issued prevent- 
ing the enlistment of warrant officers and non- 
commissioned officers with their rank during» 


the first three years of the war? 


4, Are instructors who were over forty-five - 


years of age at the outbreak of war being mote 


treated as returned soldiers if they volunteered 
for service? 


IT am now in a position to supply the fol ote 


lowing answers to those questions :— 
1 and 2. No warrant or non- -commissioned _ 


officers retained for service in Australia are oe 


being treated as returned soldiers, 
3. Yes. 
4, No. 


I wish to take advantage of this oppor- 


tunity to correct certain information 
which I gave to the members of the press 
with respect to the quantity of wheat re- 
ceived in the Wheat Pool. I mentioned — 


that there were received Fh | 


eS 


I have reason to pale 


and were subsequently transferred, with- a 
cut consultation with them, to other Ce 


7 (New gene 
Wales) [3.6].—I ask the Vice-President — 
of the Executive Council if on Wednes- — 


paid to the agents, indivi- 


RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- . 


Senator 
President of the Executive Council — 
and Acting Minister for. Defence) — 





ee Da aiek, or 13,430 000 tons. 1 find ‘that 
ae typist’s error occurs in the notes sup- 
_ pled to me, and that the figure should 
have been 12,530,000 tons. I should be 





S would make a note of the correction. — 
‘Senator MILLEN (New South Wales— 
_ Mimister for Repatriation) [3.8].—Sena- 
_ tor Ferricks has put before me a case con- 
cerning the administration. of the Re- 
_ patriation Act. I always feel a certain 


amount of hesitancy in expressing an 


- opinion on cases submitted without full 
details. For the information of the hon- 
orable senator, and honorable senators 

- generally, I will say that any member of 

the Australian Imperial Force, with a 

_ good discharge, is entitled to the benefits 

of the Act. 

Senator F'erricks. Even: if he ae 
not leave Australia as a member of the 
_. Australian Imperial Force?. That is the 

case I mentioned. - 

Senator MILLEN.—With a “qualifica— 

tion as to the reason why he did not leave 

_ Australia as.a member of the Australian 

Imperial Force 

 $enator Frrricks.—Because his 
ree vices were required as a chemist. 

Senator MILLEN.—I do not. think 





that would be an y bar to an application — 


_ under the Act, but honorable senators 
will see why I hesitate to give a definite 
opinion upon any case the full particu- 
lars of which are not disclosed. I will say- 

that, with very few exceptions, any mem- 
ber. ‘of the Australian™ Imperial Force 
having a good discharge is entitled to 
the benefits of the Act. If Senator Fer- 
 ricks will furnish me with the. particulars: 

_ of the case to which he has referred, I — 

will give him a definite reply in regard 
to that specific case. 

As to the persons who are entitled to 

the Australian Imperial Force Returned 

_ Soldiers’ badge, I will bring that matter 


Mey pace 


e ander the: notice of the proper authori- 
ties 
we Senator Russell has asked me to sev 
_ In reply to Senator Gardiner, that he will 
endeavour to have the information. for. 
which the honorable senator seeks in time 
__ for the resumption of the debate on’ the 
Commercial Activities ‘Bill, on Wednes- 
ow! next. 
a, eae resolved: in the afitaative: 
- Senate . aioe at 3. 10 p.m. 


glad if the- representatives of the press — 


was good enough to inform me that - 


ser- 


-torim Regulations i in regard to an e} 


: pps which pee 


—_ 



























ae ‘the chair at 11 am, 4 
prayers. 


Lt-Colonet ABBOTT —Will t 
ing Se inform m 


Epo Fo orce, provision is ma de it 
of hardship for an extension of # 
of a mortgage beyond the period 


dle to the Bill as snteoduaen™ + 
Mr. GROOM.—The honorable m m 


tended to ask “this question. W 


s Eioiy 2 
the same. ge as are accorded 


A 


vate citizens under the Genere ON 


Ts 
Ae 


sion of the term of a mortgage 0 
eround of hardship. In the case ¢ 
nary citizens, under the Genera 
torium, after ‘the expiry” of the. s 


ning seers 


may be granted | in cases of. a D. 


Sees 


of members’ of the Austr aie 
- Foree under the Active Se e 
torium, oes Committee on the 


tes the: same ore im ae 
is given to private individ 
honorable member’s wish ha 
been beeen amen 


regulations are Sarthodad 
sion of the prescribed dates i 















Saas v Regulations, _ 80 
r are now in operation. 
torium Bill is passed those regu- 
as _ amended, will continue in 


ae in the press stating that the 
le member ‘for Ay vinibes: (Mr. 


se oan (Hon, W. ‘Elliot 
—The question is not in order, 
oe eon ime Minister will not 


a tment, “aud does not relate to as 
. “aac ae the official ate: 


om the taxation. of pastoral — 
in. arid, unreliable - ral Jeng 


East nis ve taxation of Such 
se the anterior f . 





When — 
Act. 


have made such 


phen ae iat he hee en T think 
my honorable friend is aware that a 
Royal Commission has been appointed to 
inquire into the basis of valuation of 
Crown leaseholds. under the Land Tax 


It is not correct to say that the Bi. gems 
venue derived from those leases is insuffi- 


cient for any purpose, since the collection _ 
of the tax has been held up pending the © 


decision. 


It is not the intention of the 


(fovernment to clintinate the taxation of — - 
Crown leaseholds; but it is desirous of 


embodying in legislation, if the reeom- 


mendation of the Commission be in that 


direction, perhaps a more 

method of valuation. 

FINAN CING OF STATE PUBLIC. 
WORKS. 


Mr, FENTON.—The Premier of ae 


equitable — 


— South Wales, in announcing a compre- — 


hensive public works policy, is reported — 


to have intimated the intention of his Go- 
vernment to proceed with the construc- 


tion of 200 miles of railway, and to have © | 
“These lines the Commonwealth - 
Government have arranged to finance out — 


said: 


of the proceeds of the forthcoming war 
loan.” Will the Treasurer state whether 


- that statement is correct, and, if so, whe- ee 
ther this policy on the part of the Com-  _ 
-monwealth Government will apply to alt ce 


‘States? 


Mr. WATT .—L lieve ngseced the state- 
ment quoted by the honorable member, _ 


and cannot imagine that the Premier and 


Treasurer of New South Wales would 
a bald announcement 
without a fuller explanation. : 
tion has probably, produced the rough 
meaning of his statement without the 
necessary qualifications. 


The Premier of oe 


Condensa- 


S Naty South Wales is aware, as is the head 


of every State Government, that we have 


made proposals | to the States to finance 


certain works of a repatriative kind that 
will lead to land settlement. The arrange- 


ment made holds good with regard to all — 


the States that accept it. I do not know 
whether it embraces, in the case of New 
South Wales, £2,000, 000, more or less, but 


it is a general arrangement with all the ee 


‘States. 
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WHEAT POOL. 


Mr. GREGORY .—In view of the very 
favorable financial statement published 
this morning by the Minister in charge 
of the Wheat Pool, will the Treasurer 


state whether it will be possible to have. 


further dividends declared at an early 
date in connexion with that Pool? 

Mr. WATT.—It: is easy to perceive 
the solicitude of representatives of rural 
districts with regard to the distribution 
of further moneys from the Wheat Pool. 
I pre endeavoured to explain before, that 
until the question of payment for the re- 


cent sales to the British Government by_ 


the Australian Wheat Board is settled, 
the Commonwealth Treasury cannot see 
its way to authorize any further payments. 
‘The Government, however, is desirous of 
clearing up the matter as soon as possible. 
We are still cabling the Imperial authori- 
ties, and will announce the policy to be 
pursued ag soon as it is possible to do so. 


BLYTHE RIVER IRON DEPOSITS. 
Mr. PVOWLER. -- Will the Acting 


Prime Minister state whether the (Jovern- 
ment’s option over the Blythe River iron 
deposits has been abandoned, and whether 
it is the intention of the Government to 
enter into speculations of a similar 
character ? 

Mr. WATT.—As announced this week, 
in another place, it is not proposed to 
exercise the option to which the honorable 
meiiber refers. The Government gave 
instructions to have all the reports, plans, 
assay results, and figures, which are em- 
bodied in the report of the experts, copied 
for presentation to both Houses of Par- 
hament, and that I expect will be done 
next week. As to what the honorable 
member refers to as ‘‘ speculations,’’ I 
give no pledges. 


PASTORAL LEASES, NORTHERN 
TERRITORY. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—In regard 
to an advertisement inviting applications 
for leases of pastoral blocks in the 
Northern Territory, and setting out the 
rental, and the requirements as to stock- 
ing up to a certain limit within a given 
time, I: desire to ask the Minister for 
Home and Territories whether he has 


Wheat Pool. [REPRESENTATIVES.]| Seamen's Strike. 








based that limit of demand for stocking 
on. the advice of expert pastoralists who 
are familiar with the country? rath aeees © a ok 
Mr. GLYNN.—The conditions were 
settled with the Administrator on infor- — 
mation supplied by him and gathered in 
the Territory... Many months ago I saw 
some pastoralists in South Australia and — 
discussed with them the question of what 
conditions should be provided for in re- 
spect of these leases. It was on such facts 
as were then gained that the conditions 
were finally settled. If the honorable — 
member has any suggestion to make I 
shall be pleased to receive it. — ; 


COURT MARTIAL ON H.M.AS. ~ 
AUSTRALIA. © 
Mr. MAHONY.—As the control of the 
Australian Navy has again reverted to ~ 

the Commonwealth Government, is the 
Acting Minister for the Navy prepared ~ 
to take the responsibility of extending 
clemency to the lads who were sentenced 
by the court martial on H.MAISD 
Australia? ge ee 
Mr. POYNTON.—I do not intend to ~ 
do anything until the Admiralty has had ~ 
an opportunity of seeing the papers and 

dealing with the request that has already — 


._ been made to them by the Government. 


I think it would be very wrong to step im 
at this particular stage in order to dO ~ 
what the honorable member suggests. : é os fe 


SEAMEN’S STRIKE) ee 
Foop Scarcity AT WYNDHAM. * Rye t 


there is a serious shortage of food ab 
Wyndham. The Western Australian Go- ~ 
vernment are able to send food supplies ~~ 
as far north as Derby by the Singapore 
line of steamers, and I desire to ask the 
Acting Minister for the Navy whether 
he will use his utmost endeavours to have 
such supplies carried at short intervals to 
Wyndham 2 4 iy se 

Mr. POYNTON.—The honorable mem- 
ber is aware of the present situation, and 
I shall certainly do what he requests, We — ; 
have already promised that when we re- 
turn to anything like normal shipping 
conditions first consideration will be given 
to those districts most urgently in need of - . 
supplies. I am doing all I can, as the 


































Silice 6 sent to Bee, fare that are very 
a dl ly mbuated. ty 


- Mr. CONSIDINE —I have gived a. 
telegram from the Secretary of the New 
— South Wales Labour Council, requesting 
me to inquire from the Acting Prime 
ister whether he can give any infor- 
on as to when the Russian internees 
be deported, and whether Miss Reid 
be allowed to accompany a man 
1am med Klushin. I understand that Miss 
Reid has been married to this man under 

ian law. 

EE —As © to the first part of 


v any definite information regarding 
the Russian internees will be de- 


oe 
as 



























Aa of the question, I am not 
oes the circumstances of the 


IOY OF THE GovERNMENT. 


PEAKER (Hon. W. ° Elliot 
n).—I have received from the hon- 
member for Capricornia (Mr. 
1 intimation that he desires to 
, adjournment of the House to 
definite matter of urgent public 
ce, namely, “ The policy of the 
ent with regard to deportations 2” 


HIGGS (Capricornia) [11. 90]. a 
rs to me to be necessary to act 
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tionss might aden at any time, and ites 


‘people whom the Government propose to 


deport might be on the high seas before 
we had an opportunity to deal with the 


questions I propose to bring under the 


notice of honorable members. We have 
grave reason to complain of the manner 
in which the Government have treated 
this question of deporting enemy sub- 
jects, and, indeed, of the manner in which ~ 
they have treated the whole question of 
deportations. As long ago as the 27th June 
I brought under the notice of the House 
a circular-letter 
enemy aliens, to this effect— 
Head-Quarters, Berabane 
12th June, 1919. 
Té is possible that your husband will be de- 
ported. If so, you and your children will have 
to accompany him, except under the following | 
conditions :— 
1. If you were a British subject before your 
marriage, you have the right to refuse 
to accompany your husband, and you 
will be allowed to remain in Australia. 
2. All children born in Australia have the 
right to remain here if they so desire. 
‘It will therefore be necessary for you to for- 


‘ward to this office immediately your certificate 


of marriage, and the certificate of birth of your 
children. 

In the event of your not being able to pro- 
duce these certificates, it will be necessary for 
you to supply this office with the date and place 
of your marriage, and also the full Christian 
name, date and place of birth of each of your 
children. 

Should the children desire to stay here though 
their parents are deported, they will have to 
state their desire in writing. ; 

In exceptional cases, the wife of an enemy — 
alien subject may be allowed to remain in Aus- 
tralia even if she were not a British subject 
before her marriage, in which case it is neces- 
sary that she state fully her reasons for not — 
desiring to accompany her husband. ; : 

C. Woops, Captain, ~ 
Intelligence Section, General Staff. 


That is only one of many circular-letters — 
issued by the Government to various 
people throughout Australia. 

Mr. Arcuipatp.—Was the circular 
issued by the Government or the Com- 
mandants. 

Mr. HIGGS.—I shall tell the honor- — 
able member the facts so far as I know 
them. When I brought that circular- 


letter under the notice of the House T 


asked whether the Government approved | 
of it. The honorable member for | 


issued to the wives of | 








received a_ letter, 


we desire to know why. 





- Kooyong (Sir Robert oe oe - 


“Were those circulars sent out indis- — 
eriminately, or only to certain. indivi- 


dividuals.” I forwarded a petition to 


oe the Acting Prime Minister, but, owing to 


that gentleman’s illness, it was sent on to 
the Defence Department, and, in reply, I 

signed by Mae: 

Ss Trumble, Secretary, dated 14th J uly, 
stating, amongst other things— 


With reference to your letter of the sth : 


Gactank, addressed to the Acting Prime Minis- 


to a lady residing at Mount La 


é 


ter, and a petition received by you from certain - 


i enemy aliens resident in the Ambrose and Mt. 
-Larcom districts, together with a supporting 


petition. signed by other residents of the dis- . 


ees tricts, I have to inform you that nothing is 


_ known of these individual cases at head-quar- 
ters, but that only in exceptional cases is. it 
proposed to call on uninterned enemy aliens. 

~ to show cause why they should not be deported, 


- and that before any person is deported he will 


have an opportunity of applying to a specially 


ah appointed tribunal for pee to -remain 


in Australia. 


. > Mr. ArcurpaLtp.—The © 
acted on their own authority. 


the Government to prove the fact. The 


_ go into the question of the policy of the 
Government with regard to those aliens, 


and came to a decision. 


Mr. Corsrr.—iWas not. the decision 

'-* «ome to before the. Cominiiies. was. ap- 
pointed? : . : 

Pi Mr” HIGGS._No. “1 Bas tried to 

get from the Government. what the. Com- 


mittee reported, and what was the Go- 


- vernment’s decision or what was the atti- 


tude of the Government; but the Acting 
_ «Prime Minister has been. unable, so far, to 
ee put the paper on the table, although he 
__ was under the impression that it had 

already been placed there. 


of the Committee has been kept back, and 
| The Cowen: 
- ment have said that they are prepared to 


ate all 





-Internee ?. 
Commandants 


no - Petition is the following :— _ 
_ Government appointed a Committee, to_ 


pay for our work and the work 


That refers both to. ‘the intet oe 
‘98 Proposed to Gopesty bss 


‘The report 


The Peace of 1919.” 
that any Government stands” 
and liberty as to take from 


ated to take 


es that the Sie d eit hay 
duals?” and the Acting Prime Minister ie: 
Cir Watt) replied, “ Only to certain in-— 


ceaiiten pees ae Daag 


lent in valuables. With regard 


letter was embodied in a petit 


ee ~" by several mothers who are | 
. Mr, HIGGS.—If so, it is the duty of 


‘ported in the name-of our childre 


“have a legal right to the ‘belongi 


rs _ our children in the schools, with t 
take responsibility for the conclusions of ~ 


oo j the two Boards, the Special Committee of 
Noy Magistrates and the Committee of Refer-. 
ence, in regard to the matter. ” 


wey. wreth, for the Gorermen to be: PE — sabes for them. 


































































of any of the. awaits bt 


signed. by Captain OC. ce 
General Staff, the same gentlem: 
had signed the circular-letter I 


With reference to. your letter of the 
T have to inform you that you will | 
to take 84 lbs. of Inggage with 
addition, you may carry a sma 
articles for immediate requirements. 
be permitted to take £50 sterling, or 


you May appoint an attorney to look 
your interests, but ue : epee will be 
bY. the Government. Sr het 


ate Groom te. that the 


‘Mr, HIGGS. ae cannot . 


her name is ‘Mos. N. Kopp 


consideration: of the Government 





‘And what about the farms? Ar 
We, the wives of those. men who 


them born in Australia, emphatica! 
against the confiscation ‘of our prope 
women and children are entitled to 
ings of our men and fathers, an 
them you are injuring us. Our 


parents. We, the guardians of — 
advocate their ance bee by _ 


port, “although they were 


et 


The petition goes. on to 8a) 
On the 12th inst. were “Peace 


“ Victory, the triumph of lbert 
We don’t ¢ 


birthland as well as the: val 


















a Prost_ ‘ana? ae pen & ‘Mathilde 
er and two children; Emma Abraham and 
children; Anna Riickert and two children; 
Frieda _ ‘Rummeny 
Schmidt and two. children ; Amanda Meiberg 


xd et me say at once, on ‘Behalf of the 
party. I represent in this matter, that 
they do not desire that any German or 
Austrian enemy subject who is proved to 
ve er Tae the Allies ee 


F the most disloyal si those en is 
tled to an Salad and wee trial. 


, have se ee deported at 
own wish. Of these internees some 


h rged with organizing an’ immediate 
rising of Germans, Austrians, and 
to es Australians in. Australia 


aay of clean janeneaey ‘and 
at “oui and» peed the Defence 















u ternment camps, sero were 
s of people. — The Government 
appointed a Board consisting of six 
rates to hear the cases. . 

\TT.—That is not a Board. Those 
RS separate tribunals lent by the 
ree in New South Wales, and 
three others scattered through the 
ae The Board is the other 


~ Judge Williams, » 
| Williams, and Mr. Wesbe. consti- 


_ Appeal Court.. 


118 Aveoen 1919.) 


and four.children; Hedwig 


as 


i not to go to the Front. Some were | 


time to have trials, 


- put in gaol. 


eae eis Sheree ie gar 
Board of Reference—a Court of 
a Brigadier- | 


I understand, 
| believe my information ean be veri- 





Lx Dewrtiaens a : . Bue 


“them: the internee wie desires. +o remain 


in Australia, and ask him certain ques- 
tions. They do not tell him anything 


about the charge against him, and the 
. questions they put are simple, such as 
“What is your name?” “What is your 


birthplace?” “ What age are you?” “ Why. 
do you want to remain in Australia??? © 


“Mr. Wersr.—And~ ‘‘ Have you any 
means? ”’ . Lees ne 
Mr. HIGGS. 2iNts honorable friend 


tells me that that question is also asked. 


Mr. Watt.—I answered that allegation 
after inquiry, and stated that there was — 
no shadow of justification for the sug- — 
gestion. : 


Mr. HIGGS. The Henpeable ons ‘ 
for East Sydney (Mr. West) will be able — 
to deal with that matter himself. 
internees then retire, and the Commit- | 
tee decides, in their absence and secretly, 
what ‘they will do. In many cases the 


Committee has evidence which has 
been collected by the Defence De-. 
partment, and which, it is alleged, 


proves that these. men are disloyal, but 


the internee is not. told what the charge 
against him is, nor is he told the name of — 
his accuser. This could have been justi- 
fed in time of war. I venture to say © 
that no Government can conduct a war 
efficiently unless it has a secret service 


system. The Government of every coun- 


try has its secret agents, and the Go- 
vernment can convince any reasonable per- 
son that in the midst of war there is no — 
or to hold a public 
and open inquiry, because the moment 
you give the name of your secret agent — 
his usefulness is gone. 
mind that, although these people were 
accused of being disloyal, they were not 
They were merely put in an 
internment camp: and supported there at _ 

Government expense for the safety of the 
Commonwealth. I am prepared to de- 

fend that action on any platform 


as unavoidable during the war; but now 


that the war is over, now that the Ger- 
manic Allies have been utterly defeated, 
Germany’s former rulers are refugees in . 
foreign countries, the Germany Navy or 
the greater part of it at the bottom of the — 
sea, and the great German~Army dis- 
banded, the Government ought to be — 





Tha 


We must bear in — 








with twenty-four locomotives for 
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Cpared b give every man ee i is. 


_ proposed to deport a fair and open trial. I 

~ shall be interested to hear from the Acting 

_ Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) what justifi- 

cation there is for refusing such a trial. 

_ Mr. Ketry—-In such an open trial, 

_ what case would you state for the J udge 

or jury to decide? 

Mr. HIGGS—That the accused is 
_ proved to have acted in a disloyal manner 
to the British Allies during the war. 

_ The Government have either changed 
their policy with regard to the people 
who were not interned, or, as they claim, 
they never had such a policy, and the 
‘policy adopted by the Commandants was 
adopted on their own initiative and under 
@ misapprehension. 
no action is being taken regarding per- 
sons who were not interned, but I have 
the following case, given to me by Senator 
Needham :— 


August Zoller —dZoller and his wife were born 
im Germany, and have been resident in Aus- 
tralia for many years. Was not interned dur- 
ing the period of the war, although not a 
naturalized subject. Conducted his business 
as butcher most of the time. Has been carrying 
_on that business, and is still a resident in 
Northcote. Was on parole during the whole 
period of the war. Local police report favor- 


eble. Gave him a good character. Now listed 
= tor deportation. Has two children Australian 
_ born. 


Mr. Warr.—How does the honorable 
‘senator who makes that statement know 
puhat the man is “ listed for deportation ?” 

Mr. HIGGS.—That is the case as given 
to me. I had also the following letter 
handed to me by Senator Grant :— 
fe Sanyo 
; I most respectfully wish to bring before you 

the following matter, re my position as a de- 
-portee from Fiji, or a subject of German birth, 
“namely :— 
1. I left Germany in the year 1873 for Eng- 

Jand. I was engaged by Messrs. Beyer and 
Peacott as a loco. “engineer, and. came to Sydney 
the New 

South Wales Government railways, and then 
was employed by the Tramway Department as 

_@ motor-driver for fourteen years, after which 
I left for Fiji, and kept a hotel at Levuka 
_ up to the time of my deportation to Bourke, 
when the late war started. I now apply to 
_ you for a permit to remain here for the follow- 


( ing reasons :— 


That I am sixty-cight years of age, and the 

_¢elimate, after residing here and in Fiji for over 

_ forty-one years, is not suitable for my age and 
health. i cy 


ralized in Fiji, 5th January, 1907, the ce 


years of life, as I have no interest in 


It may be said that 


cause it is not good casuee to st 




























































“That - my ahildren: are al 
gaebien down, and I have 10 il 
Germany. a pss 

_ Having been | rnistaeadined, here i) 
Wales in the month of January, 
possess the certificate; also having © 


Sy, 


cate is in my possession; and I have | (cr) 
with the conditions laid down ie the 
ment of Fiji. 
All my relations in Germaie are d 
Hoping you will grant me my re 
remain near my family for the rest of 


I remain, 
Your most obedient s se 
~ FRANZ 
Dorothy Cottage, Long View-roa 
North-road, Five Docks, Sydney, N. 8 “ 
Mr. Warr.—What happened t to th 
man ? % 
Mr. HIGGS.—I understand : 
propesed to deport him, 
Mr. Warr.—But do you kone 
Mr. HIGGS.—I know in a 
way, and challenge the Actin 
Minister to deny it, that these i 
are brought before these Committees an 
“not imformed what the charge agains 
them is, or of the name of ed a ons 


ae about that case? : ae : 
Mr. HIGGS.—I am informed 


ce of gaining some pee b OW 
ing me off the track, but that wi tn d 


thing and then claim it as prov d. 
Mr. Ne eae The mee Nee 





concerned ie ne is to. Te le 
applies to hundreds, and, probab 
sands of cases. The instances Le 
quoted were given to the as thos 
about to be deported. . 

I have roughed out some 
for the Government. As — 
women, who have been info 
proposed to deport thets wt 



















































cabeke eae ae not a in- 
d. The least the Government can 
33: at once to send word to those 
en to the effect that the Government 
er had any intention to deport their 
age or, at any rate, that it is not 
ir intention to deport them now. 1 
ast, therefore :— 

: 1. To every woman whose husband 
as not been interned, and to whom 
a eircular has been sent informing 
her'that it is possible her husband 
will be deported, a telegram shall be 
po forwarded at once, informing her 


kind balonred to, send a wire to every 
saying that the Government have 
ntion to deport her husband.” 

_ 2. That every internee whom it is 
roposed to deport against his will 
shall be furnished with the name of 
his accuser, and the terms of the ac- 
r ation, and the reasons why it is 


We say 
now peace has arrived every man is 
o an open and public trial. Our 
past is that our jury system is the 
an of the liberty and propery of 


x ' “bought for us, and it is the pride 
yur CaS 


=i: Mr, 
argument is taking up my time. 


TAGs. -Severt hundred years ago | 


Deportation. =———‘1613. 
HIGGS.—I am sorry, but this 
Let me — 
proceed with the suggestions that df have 
to so 


see its way clear to disclose the name 
of the person making a charge — 
against an internee, the accused shall — 

be informed of the terms of the | 
charge, and of the reasons why it eee 
proposed to deport him. ae 


4. That every internee whom it js 


proposed to deport against his will | 
shall have a public trial; that he 
shall be allowed to be. represented ate 
that trial by a legal or other advas oe 
cate. Me 
5. That every internee shall be ak 
lowed to call witnesses to prove that _ 
he had not been disloyal to the 
British Allies during the war, and 
that during his residence in Aus- 
tralia he has been an honest, law- 
abiding, and industrious resident. | 


He is not allowed to do that now. 


6. That in cases where an necticed 
person is unable, on the ground of 
expense or other cause, to bring wit- 
nesses from distant parts of Aus- — 
tralia to Holdsworthy, New South — 
Wales, he shall be allowed to have 
his witnesses examined on oath by a 
justice of the peace or other qualified — 
person in the town or place at which as 
said witnesses reside. - 


As I have pointed out, some of these per- _ 
sons reside at Mount Tsreok. 1,000 miles 
from Holdsworthy Carp. How can they — 
bring witnesses doen there? It is impos- 
sible for them to do so. — . 


7. That all internees whom it is de- 
o.ded to deport shall be permitted to 
remain in Australia under surveil- _ 
lance during such reasonable time as — 
‘the Court may decide, in order that 
they may dispose of their ees te 
farms, or other property. | 


We must not forget that our State 
Governments sent immigration . agents 
abroad to invite these people to 
come to Australia. Many of them 
came here to avoid conscription in 

Germany. 
Franco-German Wes) amy | pera left ae 


At the conclusion of the — 
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Germany and France because they de- 
sired to reside in countries where there 
would-be no possibility of war. Some of 
them came to Australia. We invited 
them to come for various reasons, The 
Conservative-Tory party opposite—— 

Mr. Watr.—What ! 

Mr. HIGGS:—You are the Tory party. 
You have individuals among you who are 
opposed to Democracy. 

Mr. Keiuy.—I thought that. this -was 
@ non-party question. — 

Mr. HIGGS.—Iif there is any fear that 
party political animosities may he stirred 
up by my remark I withdraw it, and 
simply say that these people were brought 





here by the State Governments. . They 
came to Australia, took up virgin 
forest land, felled the trees, | cul- 


tivated the soil, married Australian cirls 
in some cases, and reared Australian 
children. The greatest solicitude should 
be shown by every one inquirmg into 
their cases to see that.no injustice. is 
done; but I think no Government can 
defend the methods adopted in dealing 
with them. 

Mr. WATT (Balaclava—Acting Prime 
Minister and Treasurer) [11.50]—With 
the exception of one slip. for which the 
honorable member duly atoned, the hon- 
orable member for Capricornia (Mr. 
Higgs) has discussed this matter from his 
point of view in as temperate a way as 
could be expected from his side of the 
House, but, at the same time, his 
accusations and suggestions cover a 
very wide area which [I doubt 
whether it is possible to deal with 
properly in the limited time ayvail- 
able for honorable members on a motion 
of this kind. The main object with which 
the honorable member addressed himself 
to the Chamber appears to have been e 
seek, first of all, a declaration of th 
policy and procedure of the Soe cu 
in relation to the deportation of enemy 
aliens, and, if that was not satisfactory, 
to give a li st of suggestions for the modi- 
fication of the policy now being pursued. 
I want to set forth what the Government 
have done in regard to this and other 
kindred matters “during the last twelve 
months. 

When it became plain—I speak from 
a recollection that has not been 
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siti ations. 





the war was either irifting to a oles! — 
had closed, the Government realized that. 
a number of questions relating to fe 


aliens resident in Australia demanded ~ 
very careful consideration. er Sani a 
were living a pretty busy life ~ = 


the broken sessional and adritiee = < 
work we were doing, and, therefore, we 
selected a body of the most expetiented = 

and competent departmental rode te 
associated with them a member of the — 
Senate, and we authorized them to inquire. sit 
into all phases of the enemy question — 
that would need treatment at the close 
of the war. That body was presided 
over by Senator Fairbairn, and deliberated 
for many months. It brought to the Go- 
vernment, as it was requested to do, a 
very complete report. It looked into the 
question in the light of all the inquiries” 
made in Great Britain and the other 
Dominions, and it had the advantage of 
perusing the discussions that took place 
at. the Imperial Conference and alk 
printed decuments the British Govern- 
ment had circulated for the use of the 
Dominion Governments. I venture to 
think that hereafter the report of this 
body will be regarded as a very complete 
and reasonable document. It was, as a 
preliminary step, referred to a sub-Com- 
mittee of the Cabinet, who, in their turn, 
for many weeks sifted all the matters 
covered by the recommendations. Finally, 
Cabinet considered the sub-Committee’s 
report, and authorized both the re- 
port of the Committee and the recom- 
mendations of the Cabinet sub- Committee 
to be printed and laid on the table 
of Parliament. | That was the positic 

when, unfortunately, i ed 
from work, and I imagined, as I informee 
the Leader of the Opposition (Mr. Tudor), 
that the documents had actually been lai Bed: 































from the re eae Attorney-General (Mr. 
Groom) I found that this. was no ee - 
case. | ubjects. 
covered in the report beyond the qu 
tion of the treatment of internees 
aliens, that it was deemed inadvisabl 


Government saw the exact nature of she 
Peace Treaty determinations relating to 
enemy property and other We: “he 
covered. ciety 








ould have refrained 
deporting pocat until the Peace 
yy determinations were ascertained ?. 


uments to Parliament not because 
ered i in regard to the question of de- 


egard—but because we did not know 
ct. nature of the economic phases 
| Peace Treaty ‘which do or may 
or colour questions of enemy pro- 
ty and debits and credits within Aus- 
ee order to be quite safe and 
ir we did not deem it advisable 
claim the findings of Cabinet untal 
Id. see whether, ie eed of the con- 


ble of peration. 
eS < —Then dee go on. ae. 


ay Pefrain: 
a have as much intel- 


ES 
LAKELEY.—On a point af order, I 


ron é Riiniier: 
ag 


ae 
et sl think that the Act: 


and. be more gentlemanly “aad 


n ee an honeht eambees s time 
li eed. 


“eae Minister eeidevesed: himself 


























































es that : 


_WATT.—We delayed submitting 


“member 


rtation—we knew what it covered in: 


(0 the language used ne the e Acting 


evolved . during 


ree oe orale shouibers on this 


Tf honorable | “ees 3 
atl Germany, owe us money, 


cuse for. necres which may de- 
personalities. However, if the» 


cake 


et 


One WATT. Be ior frequently made | 
: ths remark that I was addressing the in- 


tellizent members of the House, and have | 


not been called upon to withdraw it. Be- 


fore I had the opportunity to show the — 


‘for Melbourne - 


‘Tf 


the House with confusion and noise. 


available to 


application of my remark, the honorable 


Ports’ (Mr. 


- Mathews) took umbrage at it and covered is 


he asks for a withdrawal of my remark I s 
shail withdraw it, but not otherwise. 
~~ ( -was saying that I was addressing the 
intelligent members of the House, and it _ 
is extremely difficult in the short. time : 
cover all that a Minister — 


wants to cover in speaking upon a matter — 


of this kind. 


Tf honorable members will - 


allow the Government to place before them — 


the information. they seek to give they — Sy 


will see that the voints exciting the in-— 


terest of honorable members opposite are 
covered. 


the interwoven and interlaced enemy — 


problems, amongst which is the question 
of internment and deportation. 


The honorable member’ ‘3 questions ‘deal 
with the “clean-slate” policy. At this 


stage I do not propose to elaborate that. 


policy extensively, but simply say that, at 
the conclusion of a great struggle of this 
kind, it is apparent to all the belligerent — 
nations, victorious or otherwise, that there 
must be a reckoning between the Allies 
and their enemies in regard to the debits — 
and credits existing prior to the war, Or 
the ‘war, between the 
nations of the  oontral empires and their 


allies. opposed to them. All these have 
to be written down against one another, 


‘and one of the greatest problems vine 


statecraft and ag AERC have to face is” 


that of ascertaining the facts of debits and — 
credits, 
‘them. 


and making due allowance for — 
If enemy aliens, residing in Aus- 
tralia, owe us money, if ‘Germans, residing 
or if Aus-— 
tralians, residing in Germany, owe that. 
country or Australia money, it may 
all have to come into the sum. It is 
perfectly plain that the different nations 


In the meantime I am draw- 
ing attention to the procedure adopted — 
‘by the Government in dealing with all 


allies, and the great nations and their | 


will have to establish a great Conte 


ing-house to properly mark err debits _ 
credits - See prior Ae 


an Re 
PPR Me An i 


in Australia who own 
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{ war, and developed during the war, “for 
‘satisfactory settlement in accordance ‘with 


the treaty terms at the conclusion of the 


war, That ‘‘clean-slate’’ policy is 
affected by the report of the Com- 
mittee, presided over by Senator Fair- 
bairn, and the findings of the Cabinet 
~ sub-Committee, so also are questions of 
enemy aliens residing in Australia, who 
own property here, and owe no debts out- 
side Australia, and enemy aliens residing 
enemy shares. 
‘These are the problems that demand at- 
tention, possibly followed by important 
legislation. 
Mr. Hiees.—I think the Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Hughes) sold all the enemy 
shares. 

Mr. WATT.—The honcrable member’s 
“think”? is wrong. 

Mr. Anstey.—It is not. His ‘‘ think ”’ 
is the Prime Minister’s statement. 

Mr. WATT.—No; it is his ‘* think ”’ as 

to the Prime Minister’s statement. | I 
““eannot imagine the honorable member for 
Bourke being a liar. 

Mr. Anstey.—I- would not be a pon: 
tician if I were not a liar. 

Mr. WATT.—The honorable member 
is not a politician.” He is so nearly dead 
that we may with safety call him a states- 
man. The inference from his statement, at 
which I take no umbrage, is that, being a 
politician, I ama liar. I pass it, because 
I have known the honorable member too 
long 7 
Mr. SPEAKER.—I did not under- 
- stand the honorable member for Bourke 
to accuse the Acting Prime Minister of 
ee a politician. 





Mr. WATT.—Sir, vou do ak know the 


Ronexable member for Bourke as well as 
I do. There was a-double-barrelled in- 
sinuation in his remark. — 

There are questions also of naturaliza- 
tion now and hereafter, and of de- 
naturalization at the conclusion of 
the war. There are questions as to 
what is to happen to Germans who 
3 tap at Australia’s doors and ask for admis- 
sion to the country later, 
-admission relating to passports, immigra- 
tion, and naturalization. These are all 
embodied, and because some of them may 
_ be covered by the Peace Treaty provisions 

we cannot give the information to the 





py «AIG 


‘House. 


other enemy countries. 


‘away, he is quite at liberty to 


questions of . 


























| Litkoush he ha 
ledge that. these problems 


with by Parliament, the hone : 4 


ber for © ‘Capricornia (Mr. 
elected to confine his attention 
question, namely, the deportation « 
sons who belong to Germany, Aus 


Mr. Consip1ne.—It is a dere 
portation, irrespective of whether 
they are enemy aliens. The depot 


are not confined to enemy aliens. 
Mr. love that that 2 ee 


ei cnabIS member for ok eee 
Mr. Anstey.—Cannot the Acti 
Minister deal with the other casi 
Mr. WATT.—Perhaps. _ 


honorable member’s friends have 


elegy. + 
Mr. Anstey.—Some of ma 
have not gone. That is what Tec s 

about. 


Mr: WATT.—That grievance 


to all of us. 
Let me tgs the ae 


Mr. Hiees.— 
name for it. 

Mr. WATT.—It is a betta 
than honorable members opposit 
for the -nternment of these peo 


been Sdatned the majority were in’ 
long before the present Governme 
sumed office. ; 
custodians of them by virtue of. 0 


terial ee 
Mr. 


(Senator Were a 

Mr, WATT.—I am: cen putti 
colour upon this question, but 
the internment machine in 
Labour Government was worse 
machine which the oe | 







- Deporiations. 
he hands of the Defence officers. We 
considered that there was a grave danger 
ect ‘that arrangement, that it was not 
proper to allow the officers of the De- 
yl fence Department, who had placed these 
people in internment, to decide whether 
ae their applications for release should be 
_ granted. We thought that a specific and 
ee well-chosen tribunal, and one more repre- 
sentative of civilian thought in this coun- 
try, might well deal with all appeals, and 
_ we created a Committe of three, compris- 
- ing a gentleman who was at that time a 
_ prominent barrister in Melbourne, and is 
now Judge Williams, of the Victorian 
County Court ; Brigadier-General Wil- 
hiams, a civilian soldier, who filled the 
- pos'tion of Commandant of Victoria with 
i, anol conspicuous success for a long time 
ue during the war, and who has lived a life 
that has kept him in touch with the 
_ people ever since he was a boy; and a 





oa 











= pe titive of the neighbouring capital 


_ of Sydney, Mr. Teece. We arranged that 

all applications for release from intern- 

ment should be made to the Minister 
- through that body. That was a reform 
_ which ought to have been, and, I believe, 
was, gratefully accepted by the internees, 
and. every release granted since then has 
been on the recommendation of that tri- 
-bunal. We were called upon to deal with 
‘the question of deportation, in some cases 
suddenly. Under the conditions of the 
Armistice and the arrangements which 
- followed, the exchange of prisoners of 
war ‘and of civilian prisoners interned 
had been arranged amongst some of the 
nations, notably Britain and Germany, 
_ and various ships were sent from Britain 
mi to take away those men whom the British 
| Seman had contracted to return to 



















aes a time granted. 
West.—The honorable member 


a lot of window-dressing. 


al injunction to ‘‘ answer a fool ac- 


ere to his yee 


fpnd ae found that it is a process 
makes one lament. 


[15 Aveusr, 1919.] 


é not touched the question yet. This is | 
meee Mr. WATT.—I cannot obey the scrip- 
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Mr. Grecory.—Will the Acting Prime 
Minister say what was done in regard to 
the internees in Fiji? I understand that 
some Australian girls were involved. 


Mr. WATT. Hay cannot say offhand, but 


I shall ascertain for the honorable mem- 
ber. 


- We fulfilled our part of the Armistice — 
bargain. The people who desired to be 
repatriated to enemy countries, the volun- 
tary deportees, were put on the ships 
quickly, but in case there should be 
enemy internees who were being deported 
against their will, such objection not 
being known to the Government, we 
asked the State Governments to nominate 
six magistrates to whom all cases of enemy - 
aliens who were being sent away against 
their will could be referred. . Speaking 
from memory, three magistrates were 
nominated in New South Wales, where 
the principal internment camp is, and. 
three others in other States. We decided 
that these magistrates should take into 
consideration all relevant facts relating to 
men who were being deported and who 
might wish to remain in the country. By 
an instruction prepared by the Common- 
wealth Crown Law Department, the 
magistrates were directed to have regard 
to the following conditions :— 


The Commonwealth Government has decided 
that in dealing with appeals, the following con- 
siderations should guide the magistrate :— 

(1) Whether the appellant has such ties 
“with the Commonwealth that he is, or is 
likely soon to become, practically Aus- 
tralian; for instance, persons within the 
following classes might usually, in the ab- 
sence of strong grounds to the contrary, be 
exempted from repatriation :— 

(a) Those whose upbringing has been 
Australian, e.g., persons of ten 
years or more residence who 
came to the Commonwealth when 

. under sixteen, persons of twenty 
years or more residence who came 
to the Commonwealth when under 
twenty. 

(b) Persons over sixty years of age 
who have been in British Terri- 
tory not less than twenty-five 
years. 

(c) Families of ten years or more resi- 
dence where the children, or some 
of them, are not less than ten 
and not more than eighteen years 
of age, and have been or are go: 
ing to Australian schools, and 
are either British born or Eng- 
lish speaking. 
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(d) British-born women who have mar- 
ried Germans, whether exempted 
or not, and other women married 
to usbands exempted under (a) 
or (0b). 

(ii) Whether the appellant’s sympathies 
have been shown to. be on the side of the 
Allies. att 

(iii), Whether owing to age, infirmity, or 
other cause the appellant cannot be. ex- 
pelled without inhumanity. 

There is # a large number of enemy aliens 
whe have been naturalized and are draw- 
ing old-age pensions. 

Mr. Brennan.—And the Government 
are cutting off the pensions, with gross 
inhumanity. These pompous expressions 
on paper do not carry much weight. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The honor- 
able member is quite out of order. 

Mr. WATT.—The honorable member 
for Batman (Mr. Brennan) often forgets 
where he is. At the proper time I shall 
deal with the question he has raised, but 
I am following one consecutive line of 
thought with the object of showing that 
the Government have endeavoured, with 
the information they possessed, to ‘tackle 
this matter properly. The instructions 
continued— 3 

(iv) Whether appellant possesses such 
‘special qualifications or skill as will enable 
him to earn a livelihood. without special 
injury to the Commonwealth. 

For instance, there are men who claim to 
be engineers and chemists, and, providing 
they would not injure the Commonwealth 
by the prosecution of their business after 
the war, they were to be allowed to re- 
main. I submit that those are humane 
and sane instructions which were issued 
to the magistrates to guide them in their 
considerations; but if, notwithstanding 
them, a magistrate decided to recommend 
that the appellant should be deported, 
the case came before the  depart- 
mental . officers who deal with these 
matters. If it appeared to them that 
~ certain conditions had been overlooked, or 
had not been given due weight, the 


case was then submitted to the. Com- 
mittee comprising Judge Williams, 
Brigadier-General Williams, and Mr. 
Teece, who had. power to act as a 


Court of Appeal and finalize the recom- 
mendations to the Government. 

Mr. Hiees.—Will the Acting Prime 
Minister say who were the departmental 
officers who dealt with these cases ? 


~- 


(REPRESENTATIVES. j 


._ their 
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Mr. WATT. —f can ce aoe ‘their 
names for the honorable member. 
Mr. Tupor.—Have any persons fees 
deported who have been deprived by the we 
Military authorities of the opportunity — 
of having their case heard by a mages 
rate? 

Mr. WATT.—Not since, at ae close. of 
the Armistice, we created’ fhe ora bee 
to which I have referred. 

Mr. Tupor.—None were deported Be 
fore that date. a 

Mr, WATT.—The instructions are ‘per- os 
fectly plain. The orders of the Govern- 
ment in relation to enemy aliens are that 
only those who have been in internment _ 
are subject to deportation. - es 2. i 

Mr. Tupnor.—That is nots0. - Seno 

Mr. WATT.—I do not say that other = 
enemy aliens have not been deported, but — 

I assure the House that the Government _ 
have issued that. determination, and that — 
it represents their policy. If any hae : 
able members will inform me of enemy 
aliens who have been deported, although 
they had not been interned, I shall imme- pS 
diately investigate the cases. ee 

Mr. Tupor.—There is the case ae one 
man who was deported twice. I refer to. ey: 
Freeman, who was never interned, eee 

Mr. WATT. —Freeman was oe das es 
ported under the arrangements to which 
IT am referring. There are others who 
have been dealt with under the Unlawful 
Associations Act, but they were oc 
proceeded against for bein 
aliens; also other undesirable 
were -deported, For - merely sce 
enemy alien, no man who has’ not | 
been interned, has been deported, cer- 
























I repeat, that the Government have. been 
acting as the custodians of internees 
whom it was our duty to gant althoug gh 


intorrmmentens ot belaws that an 
analysis would disclose that the bulk of 
the 6,000 or 7,000 persons interned were 
arrested and segregated during the first ie 
few months of the war. They have been . 
kept in internment, apparently for reason: ea a 
that appeared: good and sufficient to 1 ci Se 
various Administrations that. have | n- 


war Period, ‘“ 






a of these persons. That is his sug- 
mn in net 6 to those who desire to 


: perations of its secret eanvion: 


ag eae point, and ed say 





























1 eaity, to rae “out any hostile in- 
nal movement, and the Government 
hh did not do that would be leading 
lindly. up an alley to slaughter. 


s rected to 
blic trial? Let us look at the facts 
and, for the present, without 
Sentiment is a powerful 
feature in all the publie affairs 


“penned and a Hose of the 


epart aa ae ac Police Force aA 
on eta panes move- 


estes | eee Australia 


reich eg lived. s know 












nt Read up and say in a pouke 
‘th Rion man has uttered | senti- 


E sked for an “open Sabie 


preciate the. very vivid way in - 


2 mE with- 


ntry, but safety is more impor- 


a oy to face the German com- 
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ee with Sys i ple ues: If we were lied 


upon to grant a trial in open Court to the 
appea! cases—there are nearly a thousand 
appeals—it would take months, or years, 
to hear them, and the intimidation that. 
would be exercised on the original or sub- 
sequent informers would be so unendurable | 


‘that the authorities would not be able to— 


obtain their evidence. What has been 
done generally by all Administrations that ; 


» have had to deal with this matter’ of in- oe 





terning Germans, is this oe 
~ Mr. Bre ENNAN.—4 ieee do. the ight 
thing. “ 

Mr. Ke_ity.—Then the Bomceetely mem. 


ber should do the right thang, ae remain- te i 


ine quiet. Wee 
_ Mr. WATT.—What purpose is cee. 


by asking the honorable member to keep as 


quiet ?. As I said of the honorable mem: 
ber for Melbourne Ports (Mr. Mathews) 


if he had to keep quiet. he would possibly: ss 
burst. 


Mr. Matnews.—There is nie a thing 
as tricky ‘knowledge which, by some — 
people, is > spoken of as brains. qt i a 
cunning, : 

Mr. WATT.—I could apply a far’ more — 
viclent term, but I do not wish to cross 
swords with the honorable member. My 
desire now is to give facts. I will deal 
with the honorable member’s interjection, — 
u necessary, at a more appropriate time. 

If the position in regard to an. open ee 
iri was true when these internments were 
made it is equally true to-day. It would — 
be impossible to get people from the dis- 
tricts from which the bulk of these im- 
ternees have come to stand up in open. 
Court and give their evidence. They 
would have to leave this community be- — 
cause, for their country’s good, they had © 


‘told the Government of the day what they _ 


knew. Their lives here would be neuter 
able. Judging by the investigations I 
have been able to make what happened _ 
was this: The Intelligence Department of — 
the nation brought information to the 
authorities about certain Germans 
Mr. Brennan.—The pimps and ope of 





‘the authorities. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. 
Johnson ).—Order ! 


Ww. Elliot | 
These constant inter- . 


_jectionary punctuations are entirely out 


of order, besides being of a distinetly 


=p offensive nature; and HEY. must Breese ap 


eat te aioe 
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Mr. WATT.—One might describe them 
as punctures! This information, so far 
as my information goes, was not acted 
upon, and certainly it has not been acted 
upon for the last two and a-half years, 
during which I have had a _ personal 
knowledge of the procedure, uni!ess it was 
confirmed by a reference to the State 
authorities, known as the police. If the 
information came originally from the 
police it was not acted upon unless con- 
firmed by the Intelligence Departments of 
the Navy orthe Army. It was upon that 
kind of inter-related information that the 
Departments and the Governments of the 
day were satisfied. That is the only in- 
formation the Departments have, and it 
is the kind of information which the 
magistrates have put in front of them to 
show the cause of any internment. The 
internee, on his part, can ask why it is 
proposed to deport him, and he has every 
opportunity, by documentary or personal 
representations, to show why he should not 
be deporied. 

My honorable friend (Mr. Higgs) says 
that now that the war is over and the 
German Navy lies on the sands of Scapa, 
we might. safely do a number of things 
that we could not do during the war. 
That is true of some things, but not of 
others, It would be extremely injudicious 
now that the war is-over to subject to 
terrorism either the Intelligence officers, 
the Police Force, or patriotic citizens who 
have come to the aid of the several Go- 
vernments that have been in ‘office during 
this period. I say plainly that the Govern- 
ment is possessed of information which 
shows clearly that, notwithstanding the 
overwhelming and crushing defeat of 
Germany on land and sea, there are in 
certain German communities in Aus- 
tralia to-day Germans and German- 
Australians who have been allowed 
to roam at pleasure, and who are 

as truculent as they were ‘in the 
early stages of the war. This community 
must protect itself. Even if there is a 
slight injustice in some part of the pro- 
cedure adopted, the safety of this com- 
munity is more important than the dis- 
pley.of sentiment towards a particular 
class of people. J do not hesitate for ona 
moment to say that the procedure adopted, 


while not customary in time of peace or 
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B in- 
| that 

it can be cperated with moderation and > 
tolerance, as it is being operated to-day. 
The members of our party, and I believe, — 

the members of the Opposition, have no © 
vendetta to ply against Germans gener- 


in connexion with civil matters, is t 
evitable concomitant of the war, an 


ally. But we will not allow Australia to 
be subjected to dangers and hostile in- 
fluences by permitting to remain here men 
who ought to go back to the country from ~ 
which they care. We are determined, 
whether honorable gentlemen here or else- 
where lke it or not, to follow what we- 
believe to be a considered line of policy 
and procedure, so that we can safely say 
to the people whose servants we are that — 
we have done this thing because we con-— 
sidered it to be our duty. We have folks 
lowed this course without undue eruelty, 
but with resolution and determination to 2 : 
the end. eee 
Mr. Hices.—Did I understand the 
honorable gentleman to say that every 
internee who is to be deported can ask 
for and be furnished with the oa. 
made against him, and the reasons eee 
for it? ) 
Mr. WATT.—I did not say that. a 
said that he could learn the reason why — 
he was being deported. Such a man may 
ask, ‘‘ Why am I to be deported?” And 
the: instructions to the magistrates are 
that he may make representations be 
documents or in person to show reasons ne 
why he should not be deported. Bas ihe : 
Mr. Tupor.—lIf he does not vet this i in- (ay 
formation, how can he reply to it? ve 
Mr. Brennan.—lf he has influence, or 
ean bring political pressure to hear, he 
can abies a trial. ae 
Mr, WATT.—The honorable nee 
for Batman is very rears at sEesesHne ; 
miotives. 
Mr. Brennan.—l renee that if ae Se 
a man has influence, or can bring suffi- — 
cient political pressure'to bear, he can get 
a trial. In such cireumstances a man has — 
obtained a trial, and has secured his Te- 
lease. 









oe 







the seats That is a Oe Bier Ns 
might hit any kind of administration. I 

am dealing with matters for which the 2) bie 
Government of to-day are responsible— itis 

























































" Ne 0 ane pressure is recog- 
r exercised in relation to those im- 
ia If we On that an 


a —It is hardly right to. say 
the — honorable. gentleman ‘“ enter- 
i He received a few of us as 


an aiaol unawares. I did not 
? for the angels, but if I have been 
in that direction I shall make 


_ West.—Did the entertainment 
rise any musical items? _ 
WATT.—No; the honorable mem- 
s not present. eae from his 


oe he smiles as he is now doing. 


ihe 


et ' only. when he adopts- his ancient 


Bren NwAN.—I think the Acting 
Buiinster should deal seriously with 
usi - We have only a very 
d time in which to discuss it. 

‘Mr. WATT.—Honorable members op- 





eedure for the next fortnight. 


have themselves elected to adopt. 





eee. 


Hea 


oe method of aes the matter olore 
the House, and they moved that I should 


be granted an extension of time. As I said. 
at the outset, it is impossible to deal with — 


the whole eaked on an occasion like this; 


but since a great deal is covered by the 
suggestions and recommendations of the | 
honorable member for Capricornia, I beg - 
leave to defer to his views, and not to- 


those of the honorable Renee for Bat: 


man (Mr. Brennan). The honorable 
member for. Capricornia and others of — 
his party are apparently anxious to ob- 
tain the views of the Government, and 13 
am giving them. 

Mr. Tupor. —The question is an ae 
ingly wide and important one, and both — 
sides are anxious to ascertain all the facts. — 


Might we not have a suspension of the 


Standing Orders to allow further time for 
this Aaaieone 


Mr. WATT.—I am afraid not to- ie 


hi 


but it may be possible at a later stage. I 


desire, on the adjournment, if I may be ~ 


permitted to do so, to speak of the pK. 


orable member for Capricornia has given 
us a series of suggestions other than his — 
proposal that there should be an open 
trial. Some of these suggestions have, 
for me, novel features, and I shall see 


that they are recommended for the con- 


sideration of the Acting Attorney-Gene- 


ral (Mr. Groom) and the Acting Mo 


ister for Defence (Senator Russell), in x 
order that we may determine how far they 


are capable of adaptation to what we con- _ 


sider to be safe principles. 





he aa 


The hon- — 


As to the confiscation of the araeoute! é 


of those people who are sent away, there 
is no desire or intention on the part of — 


the Government that there should be any- 
Being German sub- — 


thing of the kind. 
jects, if they are deported, and, in that 
sense, repatriated, they will probably 
come within the Treaty provisions. This 
nation cannot expropriate these people 
without regard to the cOMIpensnGON 
features of the Treaty. 

Mr. Consrpinu.—No matter what abhor: 


injustice is done, property is to be safe. | 


guarded. 


Mr. WATT.—It is a question, not oe 
safeguarding property, which has neither 


feelings nor soul, but of safeguarding the 
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which is a human interest, and not an in- 
terest of. shares or. cick and mortar. 


~ 


Honorable members are aware that enemy 


ceiver, not that the holder should not get 
the money again, but that they should be 
held in trust until after the war. The 
Peace Treaty provides for such settle- 
ments, and to its terms we shall become 
subject. if we adopt it in this Parliament. 
Certain honorable members made repre- 
sentations wider than those advanced by 
the honorable member for Capricornia. 
_ It was said by them that we ought to re- 
lease a great many more internees than 
we were releasing. J want to deal with 
only one phase of that contention, and 
not to traverse the whole of‘ the eround, 
Certain Australian and British born men 





“are in the internment camps with enemy _ 


Q subjects, but under the promise made by 
- the then Prime Minister (Mr. Fisher) 
as to the administration of the War Pre- 
eautions Act, every Government. has 
taken care that before any of this class 


was interned his case should come before _ 


the Cabinet. Those who have been 
Executive Councillors during the war 
period know that that has been so. 
We are anxious to release the Australian- 
- born, because we do not propose to deport 
‘them under the same conditions as enemy 
eas but to keep them here. 


mnounce to us that the Peace Treaty has 


become binding on the requisite number | 


of principal Powers, and isan actual fact 
in the life of the United Kingdom and 
the Dominions, when we will release all 
these men. In regard to the others, the 
_ more honorable members are familiar with 
the motives and procedure adopted by the 


- Government in relation to the release or 


deportation of men who have been or are 


he interned, the more they ought to approve 
of the improvements made by the recent 


alterations. If honorable members can 
_ show me that the principles I have enun- 
ciated have not been followed, I shall 
3 welcome the information. I shall follow 


up, as far as I am capable, any cases that. 


are supposed to be exceptions to the de- 
_ termination of the Cabinet, and involve 
oa ipsonenage ee: 


eetests of certain seapie! in _Broperty 7 


‘shares were placed in the hands of a re-_ 


‘internment Resaten of their’ wealt 


“moment, diverted. cen = 


“The aides of the prcriags man) 


_sympathy, and if it were a liter 


eo We are. 
_ awaiting the time when Britain will an- 


_ In view of the very. brief time at my 6 


‘of his racial lineage. 


come under my notice, which app 


ae: citizen. 


fied that 























rene I wish it ear to be u 
that I have not a word to say in 
of the Germans interned. ~ 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) is qui 
when he states that this is not a par 
tion. My objection is not to the 

ment of Germans, but to the f 
many men in. the country, of 
origin and birth, have been able. 


social standing.. On the other h 
are eueny men and women of 4 










































saying. “My ~ ‘attention owas, 


(Mr. Watt) lacked nothing in lar: 





curate statement of the position 
Australia to-day in regard to a 
others, no possible exception — 
taken to the position of the Go 


posal, I challenge the honorable ent 


bee ss also. that hoes: woul 
inhumanity—notably in connex exi0 
old-age pensions—to any person by 
I have » 
Government and the country © 
quote one instance which has 3: 


be typical of many. — It is tha 
digo man who has never bee 


made, fa is erred to nana be 
resident of Australia, if not 
This man ha 3 
he must “pre a 
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Pin bole Reo acon eet) atl ade Dak OO Zia 
















































in Melbourne for deport 
» Acting Prime Minister, ap- 


2 Defence Department does not think it 
essary to inform him, complacently 


My complaint -is 
Government do not appear to 


nment~ sanction. 


Uy 


office f cers are doing. While the Go- 
1¢ declares that it takes the respon- 
; suffers this abuse to go on with- 
Is the use of the Acting 
e Minister telling us that no 


tas, 


nterned or has given 
ce of disloyalty? Every honor- 
member knows, if he is honest with 
f, that there is injustice in spite 
olemn protests of the Acting Prime 
er. I will take it that the honor- 


¥: 


and that he does not know of these 
occurences. But is it not worth his 
while to investigate? Is it becoming in 
a Acting Prime Minister, on a 
on of this kind, to disclose his ignor- 
on a vital matter affecting the liberty 
sple whom we are pledged to guard 
y as they are residents within our 
It is in my own knowledge that 
d man, getting into the seventies, 
robably a residence here of thirty or 
ars, and nothing against his cha- 
$s an-honest, hard-working person, 
e deprived of his old-age pension. 
his, although he is naturalized, as 
st be to get that pension. When I 

r an explanation as to why this 
an is robbed of his only means of 
ce, I was told; officially, by a 
ntal officer, that a person in 
must prove his loyalty. How 
rove his loyalty, and to whom 
rove it. He has never been 
_to prove his loyalty, but he 
assed and chased away from 
where he has lived for a 


f years, and is left to starve in 





because he does not know, and— 


place in this House and tells us 
gentleman .who leads this House (Mr. 


care to attend to what their De- — 
the highest Jaw. 


will be* deported unless he has- 
Pin ‘some | 


gentleman is candid in what he has_ 


thing, and we have held it up to public 
reprobation, as something for which the — 


enemy ought to be punished; but we imi- 
tate an example which we, in other times, — 
declare to deserve our strongest. condem- 
nation. COA ees a ae 
As to the Secret Service, the honorable 
Watt) has spoken of the national safety — 
——told us that the safety of the nation is — 
3 I do-not grant that, 
sir. I challenge the complacent view of — 
those who are content to say that, in the 
interests of safety, we must do this or. 


that. In the interests of safety you may 


not invade a sacred principle, or do im= 
justice to a. single individual in the — 
country. We have to buckle on our | 
armour, throw out our chest, and, like 
men, run the risk of doing the right — 
thing. It is idle to open our proceedings — 
with solemn prayer to the Deity, and 


then disregard the equally solemn injunc- 


tion that religion imposes on every manto 
do justice to his fellow-citizens and fellow- 

men. We should not be afraid to do the 
right thing. Would, however, the safety 
of the country be jeopardized by doing the | 
right and honest thing by the men whom 
we are now wronging? Not a bit of it. 


_Every one of those men to whom we do 


an injustice, and to whom we deny the — 
application of the fundamental principles 
of British justice, will, through his 
friends and relatives, become, so far as 
the Government can make him, an active — 
propagandist of disloyalty. Instead of 
safeguarding the interests of Australia by — 
doing obvious injustice to any residents 
in the. country, we are really doing our 


best to spread disloyalty and disaffection. 


_ The Acting Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) _ 
spoke of the means taken to inquire into 

the loyalty or otherwise of men who have 
been interned, and he sought to justify 
the Secret Service on the ground that it 


isan immemorial practice in war time, _ 
and after war time, to avail ourselves of 


this means of knowledge in order to safe- 
guard the nation. The honorable gentle- 
man mentioned the German communities; 


and I ask, What are the means adopted 


in their case? . The means are, through — 
the Defence Department, to make use of — 
every tittle-tattle, gossip or malevolent 
whisper, probably from an interested — 





- fender of Germans or Germany ? 
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8 in order a tanker on a case cua 


 @ man who is to be put behind prison — 


bars without himself getting a_hear- 
- ing. The honorable gentleman says that 
we must adopt this means because, for- 
sooth, if I, or any one else, were to 
publicly accuse a man of disloyalty, the 
- aecuser’s life and property would not be 
safe. Such a statement applies to every 
court of justice and every tribunal that 
_ was ever erected in a free country; but 
it has been found, as the result of years 
of experience, and particularly has it 
been found in Britain, that it is worth 
while to do these things in public—to do 
the right, even at the risk of its result- 
ing indirectly in injury to somebody else. 
I make bold to say that there are men 


who have been interned on this secret 


evidence and to whom gross injustice has 
been done. What happens? A man may 
have a grudge against one of those un: 
fortunate persons of so-called enemy 
birth ; it may be a private grudge, caused 
by personal spite arising out of a business 
deal or a private estrangement between 
families and relations, but a case is built 
up in secret, and the man has no chance 
to answer the charge. Some have had a 
chance, because they had sufficient influ- 
ence, political and private, to enable 
them to go to the Minister in charge and 
protest their loyalty. These have suc- 
ceeded in having trials, if not in public 
at least with the ordinary forms of jus- 
tice, and, to my knowledge, as a result, 
some have been liberated. But what 
about an unfortunate wretch who has no 
such influence? He gets no trial, never 


ie sees the document or his accuser, can has 


no opportunity of having the merits of 
7 his case examined. 


The Acting Prime Minister the 
: other day, said that the Labour party 
was very likely to get the reputation of 
being defenders of Germans; and honor- 
able members deprecated the statement. 
We should hesitate, he said, before we 
_ allowed a character of that kind to attach 
tous. What do honorable members sup- 
oi pose that I can gain in my electorate or 
in this House by appearing to be the de- 
I have 
- nothing to gain and all to lose. But, 
_ from the very beginning of this war, from 
the moment that I thought it was going 
ae : Mr. Brennan. — J 





- result in a iuntlebtw and ate 































“. 


this country, it is true ‘he 
my public activities have been_ di 
to correcting. that injustice. It | 
because it will redound to my adve vn 
or disadvantage, or because it wi 
this party harm or good, that my cont 
will be influenced. It will be influe 
only by the best traditions of the ¢ 
ministration of British justice _wh 
have been brought down to this country 
and whieh, end of. abusing, we shou le 


eeaaey a even our jorefathers 
the years gone by. os 

The honorable member whe 
this motion (Mr. Higgs) has rig ly 
pointed out that the deportees w =) 
Panep any aflocted are men A, wee in. 


parties. On the i thoes: ge 
men were accustomed to hold forth a 
large about the protection that wo ld 
given, under the British flag, 1 
country to Beit so oe 


Bs in canes : 
in this country, who left the ¢ . 
Powers because they hated the military 
traditions of the country in whic ey 
were born, and who were making, or 
likely to make, good citizens here, 
be turned out. This will create 

their friends and relatives a feel 1g 
hostility and disloyalty which is yo 
live many years after the war is 
The honorable member for Bourke 
Sooke tried to a a momnga be 


neither of whose nateee was — 
enemy countries, and to whose ; 
of Bee generations back NB he e to 


of Eneatie these young men in ide 


What will be. the ee af Pubhe. 


wee tating the Govern 


SARE Ge Ca Pahari 


ae os 
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treated him in that way, and teaching 
_ others to hate the Government also. So 
_ far from the Government safeguarding 
_ the interests of the nation, the interests 
_ of the nation will be, to a great extent, 
_ jeopardized by these acts of injustice. 
Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [12.49]— 
i desire also to raise my voice-in protest 
against this policy of the Government. I 
+ regret that the Acting Prime Minister 
~ (Mr. Watt) has confined his reply to the 
- question of the deportation of enemy 
aliens. In answer to an: interjection by 

me he said that the mover of the motion 
had dealt only with that question. I am 

- much more concerned with the deporta- 
' tion of men, more particularly members 

of the working class, who were not enemy 

aliens. The Acting Prime Minister and 
the rest of the Cabinet have throughout 
_ ‘refused to give us information -about 
_ those cases. I have received the follow- 
ing letter :— 
eG hy Glenogie Station, 

New Angledool, N.S.W., 

ope : ; 6th June, 1919. 
~ “On 19th February, 1919, I, a Commonwealth 
- _ gitizen, was served with an order under the 
_ Alien ‘Restrictions Regulations. Upon protest- 
_ ing to the Acting Minister for Defence, I was 
calmly informed through Military head-quar- 
ers at Sydney, that my application (demand- 
___ img an inquiry, because I have done nothing to 
cL bat the action of the Military authority) 
had been dismissed. So there is Russian jus- 
_ ice—go to Siberia and live or perish there, 
because the Military say so. 
I have ample proof of my loyalty, but all 





_ my protestations were of no avail. 

Had I been guilty of any wrong I would say 
nothing, but to carry the brand of Cain with- 
- out recourse to justice is going back to slavery. 


his so-called liberty, fraternity, and equality 


as civilized man’s greatest farce. 
ae sean pe Yours faithfully, 
5 pe < J. O. SEYFYERT. 










a There is the case of a man who claims 
to be loyal and to be able to prove his 
loyalty, but the Minister for Defence re- 
_ fused an inquiry, and the man was or- 
dered out of the country. Another case 
amongst many was that of Abraham 
- Marks, who was convicted under the Un- 
lawful Associations Act, received a sen- 
tence of six months, was kept in goal for 
about seventeen months, and finally de- 
ported. I wrote to the Acting Attorney- 
General (Mr. Groom) -about that case on 


* 


ie 


[15 Aveusr, 1919.] 





Deportations. 11625 


A. A A A ne 


the 28th April before I obtained any de- 
finite informatién from the Department 
about that and other cases. Then I re- 
ceived the following curt intimation:— ~ 

_ With further reference to your letter of 14th 
instant relative to the cases of Messrs. Abraham 
Marks and Paul Freeman, I have to inform 


you that both of. these aliens have been de- 
ported from the Commonwealth. 


I know of two Germans who were in- 
terned at Holdsworthy because they were 
unable to earn a living. When the war 
broke out there was strong national an- 
tipathy manifested towards German 
aliens, and it was impossible for a number 
of men belonging to the working class to 
follow their usual occupations. For 
them the only alternative to utter starva- 
tion was internment. They had to give 
themselves up in order to obtain susten- 
ance for their wives and families. During — 
the war.we had introduced here a modern 
equivalent of the Lion’s Mouth of Venice. 
Anybody with feelings of hostility or more 
Sinister motives could impute disloyalty 
to others, and send the accusation in to 
the Intelligence Branch of the Defence 
Department. Those aimed at never knew 
who their accusers were, and had no op- 
portunity to contradict the allegations 
made against them. Such a system is 
absolutely disgraceful, and I cannot un- 
derstand how honorable members opposite 
could sit down and allow so monstrous an 
Injustice to be perpetrated. There can 
be no excuse for it now, no matter what 
may be said about the necessity for an 
espionage system in time of war, and no 
matter how members may defend the 
devious methods used by every Govern- 
ment when war is declared. There can be 
no reason now for not giving every one of 
the men or women who feel aggrieved 
an open ovnortunity to face their accusers, 
to see the charges laid against them, and 
to answer them. That is what is being 
asked for; but what are the facts? Apart 
from the deportation of enemy aliens, we 


-know that men'of British birth—English, 


Scotch, and Irish—have been deported 
from here during the whole course of the 
war without trial. Men are picked up — 
and charged and left in caol—as Marks 
was. left, and as others have been left 
—and then deported. I believe that 
Paul Freeman has again been deported, 
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this time as.a German. If adler: 
stand that, on Friday last, he was 
brought Lahore the so-called tihnnel but 
what chance had he? The Government 
put him in Holdsworthy, and said, “ You 
are a German; prove that you are not.”’ 
I honestly believe the only reason whv the 
Government deported him was that he 
had come into conflict with the mining 
companies in Queensland after discovering 
a valuable copper ‘‘ show.’ 


Mr. McoWititiams.—Of weet nation- 
ality is he? 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—My_ own : impres- 


sion, from working with him ‘at Broken 
Hill and knowing him for seven or eight 
years, is that he is an American. He 
speaks with a pronounced American ac- 
cent. — 

Mr. McWiux.tiams.—The American Go- 
vernment will not let him land there. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Sufficient evidence 
has been adduced to create a strong sus- 
picion in the minds of a considerable sec- 
tion of the public that the only accusa- 
tion against him is that he has come into 
conflict over this mining ‘“show’’ with 
the mining companies in Queensland. 

Mr. Corser.—That has been denied 
over and over again. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—It has not been 
disproved, and the honorable member and 
his party will not give us a tribunal where 
the charge can be tried. 


Mr. Groom.—Your statement has not 
been proved. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The Government 
have refused us an opportunity to prove 
it. 

Mr. Groom.—It is expressly denied by 
those whose names you have supplied. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—TI have evidence in 
my possession that both Corbould and 
another man made the statement publicly 
that they were responsible for Freeman’s 
internment. 


Mr. Groom.—Can you supply ‘tiaik evi- 
dence to me? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I will supply it, if 
the honorable member will give us an in- 
quiry, but not otherwise. If Paul Free- 
man proved to the authorities that he was 
an American it would not prevent his de- 


[REPRESENTATIVES] Deportations. 







portation. The Governnene are: dg a : 
mined to deport him in any case. fF 


that he was a citizen. 

Mr. McWuttrams.—Some 
Americans who come here are fa 
dangerous than a lot of the Gornanee Ae 


Mr. - CONSIDINE _—Whether ~ one 
nationality is more vicious than another 
is a different question. The point is -whe- | 
ther an injustice is being done; not only © oe 
to Freeman, but to other citizens; Many — 
people were deported during the war, and 
many others will be deported now that 
the war is over. Not a man is safe while 
this system of persecution is permitted. 
Any honorable member who did not hap- 
pen to be born in this country, and who 

‘misses the bus” at the next election, 
would be just as liable to be deported 
as anybody else. The man who does not 
raise his voice in protest _ against this 
damnable system deserves deportation. I 
am actuated only by the desire te obtain 
justice for these individuals. There is no 
justice in the methods employed up to 
the present time. It is quite clear to 
those who examine the social status of the 
men who have been deported, keeping in 
mind the system introduced in other coun-— 
tries, during and since the war, that there 
is a concerted movement to deport people 



















who are opposed to the preven 4 
economic system. ra! 

Debate. interrupted under standing ae a 
order 119, . 


Sitting Bada from 1 to 2.16 pm. 
WHEAT POOL. 


Stats Wuerat Boarps—PAarricuLars or 

OPERATIONS—OVERDRAFTS. 

Mr. STORY (for Mr. Ausrriy Curar-_ 
man) asked the Acting Prime _ 

upon notice— < 





1. Are there any actual wheat- -growers on the — 
State Wheat Boards, and where are their pre- ape 
sent wheat-fields, and what area do they Be =~ 
vate under wheat? ' rf 

2. Have these State Wheat Boards con 
with the State wheat-growers on any ep ti 
if oe when, and on what matters? na os 

Since the inception of the Wheat. wae ft 
ok amount of wheat has been received ‘ eet 
ee 









































. aoe year’s sf pool ye will ‘the Min- 
a States ( the amount of wheat received 


ble Star $ questions are as f ollow :-— 


me and 3. The State Wheat Boards are not 
the. -eontrol of the Commonwealth Go- 
ent or of the Australian Wheat Board. 
-State organizations under the control 
espective ‘State Governments. Details 
matters are not soo to the cae 























i nbs the iat tos of the: Common- 
peel to iia growers for losses 
4 nal 7. about the ie ofdast. year a pane 


ing Scheme: a Brief Review.” The Aus- 
lian Wheat Board adjusts proceeds of sales 


a Periosionl statements: of accounts. 


the “pool” similar to that issued in 
alin Journal. of Commerce? . 


43s ee: expenses of the various 
’ and for each year? ae 
hat is the overdraft ASAD BE the com- 


: and serip_ Ls ‘therefor—giving 
: oe the hoe of the - pool ” in each | 


3 issued, entitled “The Australian Wheat — 


e States, with which rests the duty of -. 


me ee the: growers and owners of the - 


Se aiead: te} oe and undelivered, or (b). to 


be sold, will the Minister give a statement 


showing the amounts under (a) and (6), giv- | 


ing, “if necessary, an estimate for (0), and 


‘stating the rate per bushel on which the esti- | 
“mate is framed, also a statement roughly of 
_ the other “pool” assets, such as sheds, build- 


ings, plant, &c., also a rough estimate of the 


‘ charges to be debited on completion of freight 


and management expenses, including commis- — 
sion, also an estimate of the value of the lost — 


or unaccounted for wheat, based on the average — au 
_ value per bushel of each year’s crop, or failing — 


that, on an average of 4s. per bushel to. ae 
farmer? - 


5. Will the Minister ascertain and states if 


any members of any Wheat Boards have been 


engaged in wheat or flour or mill offal trading 


and, if. so, who, and under what regulation ot 


their business ? 
6. Have any of the members been engaged i in 


See 
3, eee 


| Aue IST, , 1919.) Australian Imperial Force. seat 





joading wheat sold under contract by the ee 


Board? 
Mr. WATT.—1 shall endeavour to oe 


tain the information desired, and will 


- AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE, 


Recrvuirinae Cratms:. REMIssion © OF 
SENTENCES oF IMPRISONMENT. 


Mr STORY ‘(for “Mr eee 
Lamonp) asked the Assistant. Minister — 
for Defence, upon notice— 


1. Whether it is a fact that posi: in con- — 


nexion with the Recruiting Department in New 


South Wales have remained uppaad for more 
‘than a year? 


2. If so, when may the payment of ‘these. 
accounts: be expected? 


Mr. POYNTON (for Mr. mn) — 


No claims in connexion with recruiting — 
in New South Wales which have re-— 
mained, unpaid for more than a year are 


reaching the Department receive prompt 


attention... As the late Recruiting Com- 


mittee: cannot furnish a statement of out- 
standing claims, it has to be left to claim- 
ants to make application. 


Mr. WALLACE asked the Aaie 


Minister for Defence, wpon notice— 


‘1. Whether it is the intention of the anton. 


ties to release all members of the Australian — 


Imperial Force convicted of crimes committed 


on active service? = 
2. If there is to be discrimination, — is” Bas 
: the nature of it? “ 





furnish the honorable ronhee with 2, Bae = 
~ ply as soon as possible. 


held by this Department. All claims 


BA 
; { 


























































‘The answers to the honorable member’s 
; ‘questions are as follow :— 


1. No. 
2, Under the provisions of the recent amnesty 
. She unserved portion of sentences of penal ser- 
_vitude, imprisonment, and detention awarded 
by. court martial prior to 19th July; 1919, for 
offences of a purely military nature will be 
remitted from the time of the arrival of the 
prisoners in their military district in Aus- 
tralia. Similar sentences awarded before that 
date for any offence ordinarily punishable by 
civil law will not be wholly remitted on the 
arrival of prisoners, but the unexpired portion 
as will be reduced at the rate of three weeks for 
every three months for the term of the sen- 
tence, the total reduction, however, not +o exceed 
twelve months; and all eases are to be re- 
: eee ‘with a view to a more liberal reduction 
where circumstances justify it. 














‘SEAMEN’S STRIKE. 


|-Rererszp Sotprers  UnemMpLoyep— 
Conveyance or  Foopsrurrs To 
- NortHern QUEENSLAND. 


Mr. MATHEWS asked the Minister 
“ropreconting the Minister for, Repatria- 
tion, upon notice—_ 






Seek 


are out of work through industrial troubles the 
sual ‘sustenance allowance paid to other re- 
turned » men who have lately arrived ? 


Me POYN'TON.—Provision has 
Biealy been made for returned soldiers 
~ who have involuntarily lost their employ- 
ment as a result of the strike to be paid 
_ sustenance. Any applicant desirous of 
consideration in this regard must first 
“To a formal application. 


G Mr. McDONALD (for Mr. Frnuay- 
Hcy asked the Acting Prime Minister, 
neat: notice— 





1. Has permission been refused the Queens- 
jand State Government to charter ships for the 
_ putpose of supplying Northern Queensland with 
foodstuffs, and is such permission still wills 
eheld 2: % 2 é 

oy eo Ie it correct that two steamers, the Maroro 
and the Porpoise, recently sailed under private 
enterprise with cargoes for North Queensland 
ports which largely consisted of beer? 

3. In view of a serious shortage of bread and 
lour, will some effective control be. exercised 
which will insure that cargo space will’ be 
allotted so as to give foodstuffs Haag te steely over 
toll ye other cargo? 












ee ‘POYNTON tee Mr. Wi) — 


Whether he will allow returned soldiers who. 
Queensland is entirely due to th 


‘the erection of a theatrical stage i 
loft nt Garden Island, the stage co 


such cabin, it is stated, havin 





orable member 3 questions | are 
low :— 


ce 


to the exclusion of reedetniee he im 
issued instructions that no vessel she 
allowed to sail until they had advised t 
troller of the ports of call and Bes | 


. See above. - 


3 ee the s.s. Co enee which w . 
vessel available for the conveyance — 


load josstaat es at Mary bores fo 
to Port Augusta? - ah 


house member’s “questions & 
low :— | ie 


1, Any shortage of oat 
steamers have been held up owing to the 
refusing to man them. . 
2. Arrangements were made for t 
to lift locomotives and coal from Ma 


to Port Augusta as these were ur 


idle. 


ENTERTAINMENT ON | Gal DE 
ISLAND aay 


Mr. WEST asked the Aging Ml 
for the Navy, wpon notice— 


‘1. Is it a fact that authority was gh 


provided with electric light? 

2. Were workmen employed al 
time in connexion with a rehears 
boatmen employed to convey friend: 
men backwards and forwards from 

3. On whose authority was th 
H.M.A.S. Penguin occupied by Dr. 




































































: deka destroy ers on pee return from 
service abroad, permission was given by 
cal authorities for the renovation of an 
ge already in existence in the sail loft. 
structure was a temporary one, and the 
ais are being used for yard purposes. 
ny workmen and boatmen employed were 
munerated privately, and no extra cost was 
arged to the Department. 

utenant: Commander Watch’s cabin was 


s ork was carried out os the dockyard 
ities. 


| _-MILITARY FORCES. 


RUC” TIONAL STAFFS: TrmMporary APp- 
OINTMENTS : Rel ENT or Masor 





ter “for iene upon eho 
8 it intended that the officers of the In- 


commissions on he Ae tibleative and’ Tn: 
st uctional Staff in Australia during the past 


- ‘pre-war rank? 

‘it not a fact that these officers have 
from 20 to 30 years’ service in the Per- 
t Forces, and through no fault of their 
n, were prevented from going to the Front? 

. Have not these officers held very im- 
unt ‘positions in the Commonwealth dur- 
war period with entire satisfaction to 
artment? 

What is the number of officers holding the 
rary appointment of lieutenant on the 


not the Minister consider that. this 
Haan rank will cast an undeserved slur 


aa 


rious fault of their own? 


[r POYNTON (for Mr, Wisn) —The 


a4 


oon as the eran ante officers of the 
rative and Instructional Staff, and 
manent units, return from active ser- 
“warrant officers temporarily appointed 


we OTrhey are over the age of 45 years. 
3. They have held appointments ag Adju- 
ts, -Brigade- Majors, &¢., and satisfactorily 
! the duties thereof. 





“were to revert to their 


strative and seb oheaeees Staff, and_ 


Pavia policy to have been caused by 


ce ioe will revert to their substantive: 


1 ne a | Export of Horse Flesh. 


i WPAN ke in the (viet nicteat ied atid Gp i 


_ structional Staff, fourteen in other permanent 
“units. About £1 400 per annum. = 

5. No. These warrant officers knew. oe 
substantive rank as — 
soon as their services as temporary officers were 
no longer required, and on appointment signed 
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a certificate to the effect that they would ac- 


cept the positions under these conditions... 


Mr. 


ister for Defence, upon notice— 

1, Is it correct that Major P. G. Sadler, of 
the Administrative and Instructional Staff, was 
compulsorily retired from the Military Forces 
in June, 1918? 

2. If so, will the ARitdatee state under what 
regulation such forced retirement was made? 


Mr. POYNTON (for Mr. Wisz) ie 


WEST asked the Assistant Min 


answers to the honorable member’s ques- Pe: 


tions are as follow :— 
Te Yes: 
2. Under section 16 of the Defence - Act, recy 


the reason that this officer, although of mili- 


tary age, declined to go on active service with <. 
the Australian Imperial Force, and at the same 


time stated his intention of retiring from es 
Military Forces at the ci oA of the war. — 


FEDERAL EXPEN DITURE UPON 
ROAD MAKING. 


Mr. STORY (for Mr. ‘Grngory) asked 


the Treasurer, upon notice—_ 


1, Is it a faet that the United States Cane 


ment annually votes large sums to the States 
for the construction of roads, on the assump- 





tion that such expenditure promotes settle- 


ment, end-tends te reduce the cost of living? 
2. Will the Minister, when framing his 


Budget, favorably consider the allocation of a os 


sum of money to the States for road construc- 
tion, on a basis of part grant, part loan to 
State and part loan to local authority, and — 
subject to preferential employment to returned 
soldiers 

Mr. WATT.—TI[ am not at present aware 
whether the United States Government — 
votes sums for the purpose mentioned, but 
I shall have inquiries made so that the 


subject may be considered in connexion i 


with the Budget. 


EXPORT OF HORSE wiada | 


Mr. CHANTER asked the Minister for 
Trade and Customs, upon notece— 


Ny 


faa) 


1. Ts it a fact, as stated in the press: cables, ie 


that the M ilitary Department have in England 
disposed of a large number of Australian army — 
horses at £17 per head, 
utilized as food ¥ ; 


2. Is not horse flesh an appreciated article 
of diet in many European sees 


countries ? 





such horses to be~ . 








Cornsacks 
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3. Is it a fact that in many parts of the 
Commonwealth there are very many thousands 
of wild and other horses, whose wholesome flesh™ 
could be exported to those countries desiring 
it, if the embargo against exportation were re- 
moved ? 

4. As it is stated the Department has already 
disposed of horses to be utilized for food pur- 
poses, what objection is there, other than a 
sentimental one, to the removal of the em- 
bargo, 
gain to the Commonwealth, and wholesome food 
to those countries whose people have a taste 
for it? 


Mr. GLYNN (for Mr. Grennz).— 
The information is being obtained. 


CORNSACKS. 
Mr. STORY (for Mr. Picorr) asked 


the. Minister for Trade and Customs, 
upon noltice— 

1. Is it a fact that the four wheat-growing 
States have agreed to purchase sufficient corn- 
sacks to cover the ensuing harvest require- 
ments, and that the Federal. Government. have 
consented to make the purchase on behalf of 
the States from India? 

2. 1f so, will he inform the House _if such 
purchase has been made; if not, has he any 
information to give the House on the subject? 


Mr. GLYNN (for Mr. Greenz).—The 
“answers to the honorable member’s ques- 
tions are as-follow:— 

i. No. 

2. On 17th July, the Federal Government 
offered to buy cornsacks for the four wheat- 
growing States if they would indicate the 
quantity required, and accept full responsi- 
bility for the sacks after they had been pur- 
ehased, and arrange for distribution. The 
States of Western Australia and South Aus- 
tralia have intimated that they do_not desire 
purchases to be made for them. A reply has 
just come to hand from New South Wales re- 
questing action by the Federal Government, 
but the terms do not agree with the Govern- 
ment’s offer. No reply has been received from 
Victoria. 


INTER-STATE COMMISSION. 


Power To Imprison UNwiLLine 
WITNESSES. 


Mr. MATHEWS (for Dr. Maroney) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 


With reference to the answers given to the 
Inter-State Commission by Mr. Knox, manag- 
ing director of the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company, if the Commission has not the 
power to commit unwilling witnesses to prison 
until they give the required answers, will the 
Minister introduce legislation to give the Inter- 
State Commission such necessary power? 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] War Pensions. — 


and thus give. considerable monetary- 


Case or Mrs. Lity Wrir1aMs—Parenrs— 


upon notice— 





7: a : 
van a 
nounced the intention of the Government — 

to introduce a Bill to amend the Inter- 


Mr. WATT.—1I ‘have already . 
State Commission Act. The matter will 


be taken into consideration in that con- Se 
nexion. 


HIGH COMMISSIONER'S orn 
PREFERENCE TO SOLDIERS. Ea 


Mr. STORY (for Ma, Sieh 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, hot 
notice— 


i, When appointments are being "nae take 2 
Australia for additions to the High Commis- — 
sioner’s staff in London, is the Publie Service 
Commissioner instructed to give preference te 
returned soldiers who have been engaged on ~ oe 
active service? 

2. Has the Government instructed the High © 
Commissioner to the effect that preference for 
employment must be given to men who have 
been engaged on active service? 


Mr. WATT.—The answers to the ain : 
orable member’s questions are as fol 
low :— 

1. No new appointments during thee war hare 
been made by the Public Service Commissioner © 
to the Public Service staff of the High Com- — : 


missroner, but certain permanent officers of — 
the Commonwealth Publie Service have been — 


transferred. for a fixed period from Australia 


to the High Commissioner’s staff. 

2. All permanent appointments to the High 
Commissioner’s staff are governed by the Pub- — 
lic. Service Act and regulations, which now 
provide for preference to returned soldiers. any : 


WAR PENSIONS. 










or APPRENTICES. eae 


Mr. MATHEWS (for Dr. Masowsr) 
asked the Treasurer, upon notice— 


In view of the husband of Mrs. Lily Wik olde 
liams, of 153 Queensberry-street, North Mel- - 
bourne, having disappeared for three months, _ 
will he give the following information— 

1. What was his pension, and what arrears, 
if any, have not been claimed? of 

2. What other pensions have been allotted 
to Mrs. Williams, to her—eldest child, and to 


her baby? 
being Se 


Mr. 
Mr. WALLACE asked the Treasurer, 





WATT.—Inquiries. are 


made. 


With reference to unmarried aoldaaea killed i 
in action who. prior to enlisting were not ac- 
tually ap eae to the expenses of — 
















































e : = PUBLIC SERVICE. | 
scion, OF their Paeteday ee yp atrensee c's, ; 

the inister bring in a Bill to ~ , 

War. Pensions Act to provide that . War Bonvs. ih 
oes shall receive sh benefits . Mr. McDON ALD (for Meee epee ee: Cre 


son) asked the Acting Time Minister, : 
WATT —The matter 1s ater con- upon notice— ~ 


Ai A a. 


Whether, in view of- the. fact that. se, the 7 : 
; haste wage was 10s. 4d. per day, Common- — 
a ong Biba aticcs may be. et in such wealth public servants were granted a war ~ 


if the circumstances Warkant, it. _ _ bonus at the rate of £12 perannum, and, accord- 
ae ing to a later judgment of the Arbitration 
Court, the basic wage is now Ils. per day, it is 


By: 4a SERVICE HOMES. eee intention of the “Government. to. increase the : 


war bonus now payable to public servants? $ 
Mr. WATT.—The war bonus was — 


ing fics Minister for Repatation, granted by the Arbitration Court, and any 
‘ ; increase therein can. only similarly be 


Se 


V fet thes there is. any reason tor’ fie state- Ca | 
ut that the advance under the war service 
nes scheme has heen: Bp eancod to hae per cent. AMERIC AN TRUSTS AND 


f the cost? 1 eCOMBINES, 95 ne 
he POYN TON. “on 0 tas has 
n made. Under the ‘rent- purchase Mr. MATHEWS (for Mr. Enon 
(Part IV. of the Act) a deposit is asked the Acting Prime pe nro z 
ssential, but where an advance is notice— i 


pon. mortgage under Part V. it is a Whether it is a fact yy owing to oe : 
_to 90 per cent. of the property. passing of the Webb Act, Trusts and Combines _ 
1 t in the United States are not subject to the 
ci eet feisal a anti-Trust laws of that country 80° far as the = 
export of goods is concerned? 4 
2. If so, and as it is stated that these Coe: 
bines will do great injury to Australian indus- 
4 , tries and workmen by dumping goods and using _ 
"RADE. Use OF oe AT other methods, what action does the Govern- _ 


ment intend to take to defeat the o erations a i 
KELLY ed the Minister Tepre- these Trusts and Combines? _ 3 


the Minister for ie: 
7 ne eee el la ee Mr. WATT —The answers to the hon- fe 
te rabl r tio as follow:— — 
Pe iaerion with the cunilations prohibit orable member’s questions areas follow 


trade use of the letters “ A.I.F.,” 1. Yes. t 
itary authorities empowered to aes 2. The matter is receiving the attention of: 
jhe removal of the letters “A.I.F.” from the the Government, with the view of prevents 
oe of returned soldiers where no. the dumping of goods in Australia. | az 


- 


ae = 


- POSTAL EMPLOYEES’ UNIFORMS. m 


18 cbc to prevent the improper use Mr. McDONALD (for Mr. Fiyuay- — 
etters “A.I.F.” and other words 80N) asked the Postmaster-General, one 
gnations, to require those desir- ”0tice— ~ : 
e them to apply for permission 1, Whether it is a fact that the wanes of Po 
_ All applications must be for- Moog rs in Queensland are consider- 
the Repatriation Department, * mf Ste oe 
# . If so, (a) what is the reason for the delay; is 
ape ea Se Fe ie ie when may delivery be expected? = 
cc. o Act, the administration _ Mr. GLYNN (for Mr. ‘Wensrmr).— — i 









Ce 


Inquiries are being made, and replies will _ 
be Ae uesrniete as een as i Do : 


~4 gee 
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TAXATION. OF RETURNED 
SOLDIERS AND SAILORS. 


Mr. HIGGS asked the Treasurer, wpon 
_ notice— 

Whether the Government will exempt from 
the payment of income tax all returned sailors 
and soldiers receiving a wage or salary of less 
than £250 per annum? 


Mr. WATT.—This matter will be con- 
sidered by the Government. 


CENTRAL WOOL COMMITTEE. 
ReEFvusaL To Sure Woot. 


Mr. MATHEWS (for Dr. Matoney) 
asked the Acting Prime Minister, upon 
notice— 

1. Will the Government lay on the table of 
the House any reports received from Sir John 
Higgins or the Central Wool Committee as to 
the refusal to ship wool controlled by the Cen- 
tral Wool Committee (purchased for the Bri- 
tish Government) in Sydney by the agents of 
the City of York and the agents of other ves- 
sels? 

2. If so, will the Government have the same 
printed for the information of members of the 
House, to show who refused such wool, and 
who authorized such refusal? 

3. Will the Government also lay on the table 
of the House copies of correspondence between 
Sir John Higgins and the Central Wool Com- 
mittee and Sir Owen Cox and others in Syd- 
ney relating to the “hold up” of the Central 
Wool Committee’s wool purchased by them on 
behalf of the British Government? 

4. If so, will the Government have the same 
printed for the information:of the House, and 
show—(a) the names of the seven ships affected 
by such refusal to ship wool; (0b) the period 
during which such wool was held up before 
being finally shipped, and the total quantity of 
wool which should have been shipped; (c) the 
financial or other effect caused by such refusal; 
(d@) whether Sir Owen Cox was a member of 
the local wool administration of Sydney, and 
approved of such refusal to ship the wool; 
(c) who is the chairman of the local wool 
administration in Sydney ? 


Mr. WATT.—The information desired 
is being obtained, and a reply will be fur- 
nished to the honorable member as soon as 
possible. 


LOAN PUBLICITY OFFICERS. 


Mr. McGRATH asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, upon notice— 

1, What remuneration per week was paid 
to Mr. A. 8. Whyte (publicity officer) and Mr. 


F. Parry, (official secretary) for work done in 
connexion with the last war loan? 


2. What was the total amount received by 
each respectively ? 

3. Is it a fact that when Mr. A. 8S. Whyte 
was appointed publicity officer of the last War 
Loan he was secretary of the National Union 
and a young man well within the eligible age 
for war service, but who did not offer to enlist 
throughout the war? 

4. Is it a fact that Mr. Whyte, as secretary 
of the National Federation, is representing 
that organization on the Peace Loan Com- 
mittee? 

5. If so, does he think it desirable that Mr. 
Whyte, or any other man eligible for war 
service who did not offer to serve his country 
at the war, should be a member of the Peace 
Loan Committee? yet 

6. Will he state whether Mr. F. Parry, or-— 
ganizing secretary of the Peace Loan, and Mr. 
P. Finkelstein, publicity officer, were on active 
war service, or offered themselves for such 
service, both being within the eligible age? 

7. Were the positions occupied by Mr. Parry 
and Mr. Finkelstein, 
Limited, available to returned soldiers gene- 
rally or ineligible war service men? 

8. Will the Acting Prime Minister inform 
the House what is the weekly salary paid to 
Messrs. Parry, Whyte, and Finkelstein? 


4 
Mr. WATT.—I shall endeavour. to ob- 
tain the information desired, and will 
furnish the honorable member with a 
reply as soon as possible. 


FEDERAL CAPITAL. 
OFFER TO Erect BUILDINGS. 


Mr. MAHONY (for Mr. J. H. Carrs) 
asked the Minister for Home and Terri- 
tories, wpon notice— | 


Does the Government propose to accept the ee, 
offer made by Mr. George Fitzpatrick, on behalf 


of the Federal Capital League at Queanbeyan, 
and recorded in the Daily Telegraph of 4th 


August, for the formation of a syndicate to © ‘ 


erect the whole of the buildings at Canberra 


and present them to the nation free of cost, 


provided a lease is given of adjoining lands? — 


Mr. GLYNN.—I have only just seen 


in the newspaper the offer referred to. 
All suggestions as to construction will re- 
ceive due consideration. 


NAVY PAY. Al 

Mr. POYNTON.—On the 7th August, 
the honorable member for Darling (Mr. — 
Blakeley) asked the Assistant Minister 
for Defence the following question:— — 


Whether he will supply a return showing Rf 
the salaries paid to the following positions in 


of J. C. Williamson — 













lieutenant, ond lieutenant. 


aptain, 
ore ache a 









ay 1 3 ‘and Ae: peal 


SHOWING THE Rares or Pay IN THE Royat AustrauiaN Navy OF THE UNDERMENTIONSD 
i “Ranks 1 IN 1913 anp 1919. 


Rates of Pay in R.A. N., 
Deferred Pay. 














“now able to furiie he. hon | 
orable act with the pole infor- z 
mation :— 


including 





Remarks. — | 





1913. 1919 (as at 1.4.1919). 
, Minimum. | Maximum. | Minimum. | Maximum. ‘ 
8. d. Mion Be 85: a. 8. ad. 
10 20 Lia 12. 0 1¢ 0 
15 0 18 9 20 6 22.9 
Bhs 20%: 0 26 6 30 0 
he 27 6 42 6 35.8 46 0 
naster Captain ie ss 47 6 48 9 9 as: 54 6 
Vriter~ iA 8 10 10% ll 8 12.8 
mae anys Ne P. O. ) The 7 9 10 4 10 4 
Pe Nhs s en 62 0 55.3 66 6 Includes Commandy 
Money at 6s. per diem: 
: in minimum rate and. ar 
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pee 11578), on motion by Mr. 


his ill be now read a second fae. 
which Mr. Tupor had moved by, 
of a me¢ .dment— 

the Seong words be ingerted after 
‘That ?’— 


efore ingeddicing a Bill to establish 
Bureau of Science and Industry, the 
vernment should have furnished the 










‘ ak 


Peden. aera: 


ooh ie. an | estimate of the “approxi- ; 














mate cost per annum of such an inetit 


tion; and should also have made. pre 
liminary arrangements with the State 
Governments to avoid duplicating the 


existing State bureaux or work at rk 
earried on by them.’’ 


Mr. LECKIE (Indi) [2. 28]. Ss. ‘con- 
sidering this Bill we are handicapped by 
the knowledge that the Government have _ 
forestalled the consent of the House by — 
entering into certain negotiations | and 
making appointments in connexion with 
an Institute of Science and Industry. TI 
is but another example of the bad effect — 
the use of the War Precautions Act has 
had, not only upon Ministers, but also 
upon Parliament itself. Everything is 

carried out by Executive act. Parliament 
is considered as nothing. It seems to me 
we shall need a new generat on of Minis- 
ters, and possibly a new generation of. 
legislators, before we rid ourselves of this 
virus of the Ministry desiring to do | ‘every- an 
thing on their own—fiouting Parliament, 
and, Saeuae Favhemeen tts pean 1e 
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people. We are also handicapped by the Mr: Groom.—The Bill provides = 
fact that no scheme is set out in the Bill that. 7 ee 
itself. There is practically nothing before Mr. LECKIE.—It does not Pa: 


honorable members bevond the fact that 
certain gentlemen are to be appointed to 
draw up and carry out some scheme for 
the formation of an Institute of Science 
and Industry. The scheme itself is not 
put forward by Ministers. They propose 


to hand over to certain  direc- 
tors, .some of whom have already 
been appointed, the task of ~ draw- 


ing up a scheme which will be ac- 
ceptable to Parliament and to the country. 
The Government have not presented to 
the House any financial statement or told 
us how much the Institute will cost Aus- 
tralia. They have not in any way taken 
the House into their confidence, or stated 
how they will collaborate with the States, 
which already have big agricultural 
bureaux carrying out a similar class of 
work. The Minister (Mr. Groom) made 
great use of the words ‘‘ co-ordination-’’ 
and “‘ co-operation ,’’ which seemed to me 
to mean in this case the squeezing out of 
the States and the Commonwealth doing 
everything on its own. In effect, the 
Government say that one man trying to 
find a road through a jungle has a better 
chance of success than half-a-dozen men 
would-have. You cannot set one man to 
make a certain discovery. Great scien- 
tific problems are solved’ only by many 
minds working from different points of 
view to achieve the same end. 

Mr. Groom.—I am not aware that any 
member of the Government, has said any- 
thing to the contrary. 

Mr. LECKIE.—The Minister has said 
that the Commonwealth Institute, by. co- 
ordinatine the work of the States, will 
have a better chance of solving these ‘prob- 
lems than will all the different States 
working independently. I doubt, that 
very much indeed. Many years’ experi. 
ence of science has shown that the big 
results are pachisead by various minds work- 
ing independently on the one problem, 

Mr. Groom.—The experience of | the 
States of the American Union, working 
separately, but in co-operation with the 
Hederal authority, shows the reverse to be 
the case. 

Mr. LECKIE.—Why does not. the 
Minister enter into some arrangement 
with the States ! 


for anything of the sort. 
Mr. Groom.+-The honorable. member 
cannot have read the Bill. 
Mr. LECKIE.—The ‘Bill provides” for 
the appointment. of directors to carry 
out the scheme, and co-operate with the 
States if. they choose. oa 
Mr. Groom.—We cannot oon the on 
States to. co-operate. ori 
Mr. LECKIE.—No, but it is ‘of no use 
to’ hold a pistol at the heads of the States _ 
and say, ‘‘ Unless you agree with us we 
shall duplicate all your existing ma-- 
chinery, do the work on our own, and 
squash the State bureaux.’”’ ae 
After reading the Bill and ee 
speech. of -the Minister, I am ao aN e 
pressed with the. fact that the prin- 
cipal services of this Institute are to 
be rendered to primary production. The — 
very work which the Minister has cig 2 
sized is that which is now being earried - . 





have very big Departments, 
equipped laboratories, and headed by dis- eae 
tinguished men who have been very suc- 
cessful in working out problems In- con Re 
nexion with our primary industries, in-~ 
cluding the breeding of new varieties” of 
wheat and the treatment sa diseases 1 in 
cattle. x 

Mr. Corser. presen is room “for im- 
provement. | 


Mr. LECKIE.—I have no doubt at 
the honorable member will approve of the 
Government’s scheme, because one of the 
things which the ‘Minister stressed as. a 
justification for the creation of this In-— 
stitute is the necessity for ‘reclaiming — 
creat areas of Queensland from the ~ bs 
oriokly pear, which the State Parliament 
has been trying for years to eradicate. 1 
do not know in what way the Common- 
wealth will be able to supplement the ex 
periments which have been already sia 
in that connexion. 

Mr. Groom.—Already, the Conttonees ms 
wealth is co-operating with the Govern- ae 
ments of Queensland and New South ! 
Wales on that subject. + eee aS 

Mr. LECKIE.—What does the Minis Saat 


7; 
yates 


ter mean ae co-operating ? Mpc 


cen S 






























































d State ie thon a gi 


ee pear in eee 
room.—The Commonwealth and 


as ‘undertaken to aes ane 
purpose without consulting Par- 
How much money have the 
ment provided ? 

-Groom.—The Commonwealth ia 
to provide £4,000 per annum. for 
rs, and the Siiikne of New South 
le and Queensland each £2,000 per 
mm or the same period. 


wealth provided for the eradica- 
of St. John’s wort in: Victoria? 


nd. 

. LECKIE, es has been at- 
ng for years to eradicate that pest, 
| more ss et than the prickly 


was dealing with the Bul on 
Perounds..- 
ir. LECKIE.—I oar but when I find 


noney to certain States. without 


at the national point of view is not taken 
th Ministry. 7 

ook upon the- eeane. represented 
it as” flamboyant and © 
bie. I have always one 
7 people who. go the whole hog on 
and regard it as the beginning 


s—firstly, those who have not 
advantage of education; and, 
eas who have been so. -over- 


Za om ‘men sar are ats srehtet 
rs for petri cil and scientific edu- 


e of training in iolniel schools 
or those. who have gone im 


by. the | 


sae - Institute 4’ 
thes are Soe ae and eae 


SCKIE. —How much have the 


ROOM, —There is no. proposal me 
--view.: 


ee —I towel the honorable 


the Government have allocated a 


¢ Parliament, I begin to think 


f everything, are divided into. 


Sail papers fags 








for. ee scientific oa to pe an 


extent that they are incapable of appre-— 
ciating the commercial side of anemoseret 





enterprises. ee 


It.-Colonel Asnorr.—Would the hens 


orable member shut out science from this — 


Mr. LECKTIE.—No. 
garded as a blot on the Bill the fact that. 


vias 


Some ee Te- ae : 


the: man who has been appointed chair- o 8 


man of directors is not a scientist. 


are 


regard that fact as a distinct advaiitags, - 


because on a board of directors we want | 
~not so much scientists as organizers. 


fact that the chairman of icone is not 


a scientist is the one good feature T have 


discovered in the scheme. 3 fi 
During the debate a good deal has eae 
aie about what Germany has done with — 
the aid of science. - 
cial advance of that country has been 


-ascribed to the use of science in industry. 


I eee altogether.from that point aE 
Germany became commercially — 


od ic ee 


The great commer- _ 


great, a by reason of the scientific edu- 


_ cation of Its workmen, but because it har- 


nessed fiance to industrial and business 2 


concerns. 
Mr. Fowxer. Sn eee eribbed a beet 


many of its scientific ideas from other 


pepe an 


countries. 


Mr. LECKIE _—Almost every one ore 


the scientific methods which Germany uses : on 


The © 


were discovered by other countries. 


Germans saw the advantage of placing — 


those methods at the service of their in- 


dustries, and the Government, not only — 


provided the money, but insisted upon ‘the 


controllers of industries using science in 
their work. I find not one provision — in 


the Bill for the harnessing of science to 


industry. In the country districts L i 


seen an old horse harnessed to a jinker Bs 
with a few bits of twine; 


scheme, not even to that flimsy. extent is 


science harnessed to industry. As a pre- a 


liminary step in this project, the Govern- * 
ment should have said to the big a : 
trial concern s, “ We are prepared to help — 
“you in-your 3 


industry by placing science 


at your disposal, if you will do your part. — 
by providing some of the wherewithal.” 
‘Under this Bill the Government adopt the : 
oe eee Lae “i 





but in> this a 


K 


Sto 
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- £1,200 per annum, and spend money in 
all sorts of ways; but in only one small 
clause of the Bill is provision made for 
_ industries to pay for the scientific aid to 
be provided by the Government. 
_. Mr. Groom.—Clause 13, paragraph d. 
Eo ieides that one of the functions of the 
_ directors shall be the recognition of per- 
_ sons or associations engaged in industries 
for the purpose of carrying out in- 

dustrial scientific research, and co-opera- 

tion with and the making of grants to 

them. 

Mr. LECKIE.—I shall deal with the 

_ making Ofgrants directly. The Minister 
has said that the directors of the Institute 
- will not spend money without the consent 
_ of Parliament, but in half-a-dozen clauses 
of the Bill provision is made for the 
directors to make grants. 





Mr. Groom.—But only out of money. 


an appropriated by Parliament, and under 
x regulations made. 
ica eve. 
ue fooling us and the directors by telling 
them that they have power to make 
grants, and then telling us that Parlia- 
an, ment. has to appropriate the money ? 
Mr. Groom.—The henorable member 
knows that that is the usual procedure. 
Parliament appropriates money for a pur- 


pose, and then regulations are made to 


ds eevere its expenditure. 

Mr. LECKTE.—I was not aware that 
ae that was the procedure, 

Mr. Groom.—That is the way in which 
- repatriation money is appropriated and 
a open ded, 


Mr. LECKIE.—On the contrary, my. 


observation has been that the money has 

_ been practically all spent before the Go- 
_ vernment, at the close of the financial 
year, ask Parliament for approval of the 
_ expenditure. That is what will happen in 
connexion with this Institute. Again, if 

grants are to be given for travelling 
_ scholarships, they must be given to cover 
_ amnumber of years. What is the good of 
_ saying that a scholarship has been granted 


for: research for a period of ten years, if- 
in the second year the payment of the 
y is to be subject to a parliamentary 


mon 
fo appropriation ? Does the Minister expect 
Deco ecentsts: trained in a university 





I ann op Beas. {REPRESE? 


pe up a es Institute, appoint oe, an 


-a@ month, or even twelve months, p 


LECKIE.—What is the use of — 


our shortages. 






























without relation to ordinar 
make an immediate success 
come associated with a commer 1 


and improvements in ieee ax 
little by little. 
clated with an dane concern, 


on the hich road to fortune. 3553s 
Lt. -Colonel Assottr.—lf that | d ha 


sooner. 


Mr. LECKIE. —Because scons 


like the Ballarat and ‘Benge Sel 


Mines. 


ona a& Quorum... 
the state of the House. 
formed. | 
Mr. LECKIE. —During re war 







Bahia, ey of athe Gunes 
racial ste ele were nae 






















ae the last three a va 
visory coun and other be 


cae sii betitutes. for carte c 
ties of which, owing to the wa: 

a shortage in ‘the Commonwealth : 
one diseox ery of ia moment to J Lust: 


ridiculously childish chore whi 
have brought forward to ‘religne 


Mr. Larrp Smirx.—Will th 
member go into details? | 
Mr. LECKIE.—I can do- 
remind honorable members| 





a Roretronb: of a recent number of 
Science and Industry, the journal of the 
a Institute, there was set out as a big 

_ achievement on the part of the Advisory 
_ Council, its discovery of a substitute for 
Stim plate. My association with a business 
ha gins which the use of tin plate is involved 

led me to ascertain that their final con- 
e. clusion was that the only substitute for 


a 
wee 
L oad: 
spnegae 













a material, the price of which was very 
much higher than even the enhanced price 
of tin during the war period. And this 
was placed before the people as a very 
great achievement. The Advisory Coun- 
_ il could have learned from a dozen dif- 
_ ferent manufacturing establishments in 
Australia at the very outset of its investi- 
gations that the material it recom- 
mended would be suitable but for its 
; price. It began, however, with the very 
ABC of the investigation of the subject, 
and, working from the bottom, prosecuted 
experiments which had been made long 
. before by various private firms. 


_ I recognise that in opposing a scheme 
of this kind one lays oneself open to the 
_ charge of being unprogressive, and of not 
being anxious to expand the industries of 
_ Australia. My objection to this Bill is 
that, I see no future for a scheme based on 
the principles for which it provides. 'The 
Government should not have entered upon 
this project, nor should it have made ap- 
- pointments to the Institute without first 
- Sonsultng Parliament: In the second 









place, I see no evidence that the Govern-’ 


ment have endeavoured in any way to co- 
: operate with the different States, which 
are already spending large sums on scien- 
ai tific research work in rolahion principally 
eee ya our eee nary industries. 













~Warxins.—Are not these pro- 
Beals mere copies of what is being done 
n the States. 


. Mr. LECKIE.—They are almost the 
ey same. We have already in the States 
adequate laboratories and many scientists 
pees out investigations designed to 
assist our primary industries. It seems 
to me that the title of this Bill i is a miis- 
_ nomer, and really a fraud, since, in fram- 
“fing it, there has not been any attempt to 

_ provide for the harnessing of science to 
aatstry. Doubtless, several scientists 


POM Raed, 1919 1, 


tin plate which they could nominate was. 


- vast spending body. 
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with high degrees will be appointed ton” 
the Institute, but not one of them will 
have had any experience of. ordinary 
working conditions. Those of us who 
have had experience as workers in or con- 


-trollers of factories know full well that 


big scientific discoveries are not made in 
a day. They represent gradual acceu- 
mulations of minor discoveries, and the 
steady building up of small improve- 
ments. Unless we are going to get these 
chemists and scientists right into our fac- 
tories, workshops, and chemical labora- 
tories, no good will result from ‘this 
Bil. If we put the scientists 
into private workshops and _ factories 
and called upon the industries benefited 
by their work to subscribe to the cost, the 
position would be different; but, as it is, 
we shall not obtain any advantage from 
the Bull. 


T protest against this Bill, in the first 
place, because no definite scheme has 
been placed before us, and because we 
are asked to commit ourselves to an un- 
known expenditure In connexion with it. 
Tt is all very well for supporters of the 
measure to say that Parliament will have 
annually to appropriate the money neces- 
sary to provide for the maintenance of 
the Institute, and that, therefore, we 
shall have full control over its exper di- 
ture; but my experience is that, once a 
Parliament commits itself to such a 
scheme, it will not stop at an expenditure 
of £10,000, £20,000, or even £50,000 per 
annum. We know how quickly a new 
Department grows. Every head of a De-- 
partment wants to boom it, and to make 
it appear to be the most essential of all. 
A Department is no sooner created than 
the officer placed in charge of it requires 
a staff of secretaries, filing clerks, and 
others, and it speedily becomes a 
Tt is fastened on — 
the people, and we are unable to get rid 
of it. Because the Government have not 
formulated a proper scheme, because they 
have not submitted a statement as to the 
cost which this scheme will involve, and 
also for the reason that they have not at- 
tempted in any way to provide-for the 
extension of scientific research to the 
workshop and the factory, I am utterly 
opposed to this Bill. 
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Mr. ATKINSON (Wilmot) [2.53].— 
While I am opposed to the motion for 
the second reading of this Bill, I give 
place to no honorable member in the be- 
lief that it is absolutely necessary to 
bring to bear on our primary and second- 
ary industries the best scientific know- 
ledge. 1 recognise that: we. shall have 
to improve our methods of business in 
order to hold our own in the fierce 
trade competition that must follow the 
war. We shall have to go, not only to 
Great Britain and to the United States 
of America, but particularly to Germany 
in respect of some matters, in order to 
learn the best system of conducting our 
industrial enterprises. JI do not wish to 
be considered unprogressive, but I am 
opposed to this Bill, because I can see 
in it nothing more than a proposal for 
a useless expenditure of money. We are 
told that the object of this Ifstitute is to 
stimulate production. With such an ob- 
ject we must all have sympathy. Honor- 
able members, and the people generally, 
have again and again urged that we must 
increase our production in order to meet 
our war expenditure, and to balance the 
financial ledger; but this Institute will 
help us very little in that direction. 


Mr. Corsur.—We cannot yet say: that 
we know enough of it to be able to make 
that statement. 


Mr. ATKINSON.—That is so, but we 
have had some indication of what it is 
likely to do, and I can see nothing more 
in this Bill than an attempt to set up 
_ another Department which will be super- 

imposed upon the scientific - bureaux 
already carried on by the States. Tt is 
useless for the Minister (Mr. Groom) 
to tell me in a light and airy 
way that the work of this Institute 
and the State bureaux will be co- 
ordinated. As a member of the Public 
Accounts Committee I have learned of 
what has happened in connexion with 
schemes of this kind, and I know what 
will happen in this case. I am surprised 
that Ministers do not profit by experience. 
They do not seem to realize the rapidity 
with which Departments grow. We have 
seen an unnecessary Department estab- 
lished and rapidly assume vast. dimen- 
sions. One may enter such a Depart- 


Institute of Science [REPRESENTATIVES.] and Industry Rib By a 


- ment has not got what it intended, and 


this Bill cannot tell us what the expen 





ment. and find it impossible to fault it, 
yet it ought never to have been created. = 
We have for instance the Prime Mint ~ 
ster’s Department. This is the only part 
of the Empire in which there is such @ 
Department, and “it is certamly an ~— 
anomaly. Some one got on the blind side 
of Mr. Fisher, who apparently thought 
he would. be justified in creating a pre- 
cedent, and he set about establishing a@ 
Department of the Prime Minister. That 
Department is not wanted in Australia. 
All the work that it did even during the 
war, when the Prime Minister was cer- 
tainly a busy man, could have been done = 
very much better by means of temporary 
additions to the staffs of other Depart- 
ments. at * ces 
In regard to all these Government ~~ 
enterprises, the position is the same. 
Parliament .is induced by Ministers to 
consent to the setting up of an establish- 
ment, and the expenditure on that estab- ~~ 
lishment increases from year to year. 
Government _factories are generally 
started without any satisfactory prelimiz ~~ 
nary business investigations. Such a 
thing would never be done by, for in- 
stance, the Broken Hill Proprietary Com- 
pany. Ifa scheme is submitted to that 
company, it takes steps at once to secure = 
the best. possible advice with regard to it, 
and once it has ascertained that it is 
likely to prove a sound and payable pro- 
position, 16 sets to work upon it, with ~~ 
the result that within two or three years 
the shareholders get some return for their 
money. When we inquire into the posi- 
tion of a Government enterprise like the 


‘* ~ fr 7 


Small Arms Factory, we see that Par 






ee 
£% ee coos: 






that the expenditure upon it has grown 
beyond all anticipation. If ordinary 
business methods had been followed, if a 
thorough preliminary investigation had ond 
been made, we should have got what we 
wanted, and with much less expenditure. 
Mr, Corser —That is hardly’ a parallel 
case. RD. 
Mr, ATKINSON.—These observations 
will apply to practically all Government 
enterprises. The Minister in charge of : 
ture on the Institute will be. I do mob 
blame ‘him for that, but he should at 





































T she ees not care ebat the 
; as long as I was satisfied that 
ts | would: be beneficial ; but 7y 


‘ATKINSON, oS anerahlo men: 
ave indulged in the expression of a. 
hope that the Institute will prove 
t value, but we have had no con- 
case showing that its establishment 
ly to have an important bearing on 
ndustry. We could get better. re- 
by devoting the best talent ayail- 
0 specific propositions. Could an 
ute of this kind add. anything. to 


other pest? The present. organiza- 
has. done little or nothing in this 
dire ion, except in a perambulatory 
802 page. way. Of course, in the case 
0} est like the fly, it would not matter 
what t the cost of the investigation was so 
as we got results; but we are not™ 
to get any ‘‘ forrader’”’ in the pen 
this Institute will probably act. It 
be far better to pick out special 
ts and allow the States and the 
b alent. obtainable to them. — Professor 
ame out some time ago on behalf 
the British Government to investigate 
tters concerning wheat, and, on re- 
st, devoted some attentiba 46 the fly 
for which, he says, he has already 
vered a remeidy.-~ Whether or not 
remedy will prove efficacious, we - 
1ore likely to attain success in this 
ther similar directions by . selecting — 
lar a oleae for ethacousie aes 





from men i who. are ciy met 


1e ite concerned, and who sub- 


ao point if his showed: og ae 
‘ciara Joapebes in Australia is to. 





. like the: word ‘“‘ co-ordinate,’ 


-krought about. 


2 owledge of nodules in meat, or - 


Pas ARN, Sere: eee) ALPS eT Oe 
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eae ae been - said: to ope my con- 


tention that the Institute is not going 
to achieve its object of stimulating pro- 
duction. We are told that it is not the — 
intention to interfere with the States or- oe 
ganizations, but only ‘‘co-ordinate.”’ I - 
and co-or- — 
dination is a good thing if it can be 
But, apparently, we are 
going to do much more than co-ordinate — 
and co-operate? .The present Common- — 
wealth Bureau has already sent out re 
ports, and issues a monthly journal con- 
taining more or less interesting matter. _ 
The States, however, were doing all this — 
kind of work, and, if I may say so, ‘were — ; 
issuing Hitech: Bate journals. oe 

Mr, Tupvor.—The Commonwealth jour-— 
nal is printed on the very best paper. 

Mr. Ricuarp Fosrer.—Where does all 
the information come from in the jour- 
nal ? | 

Mr. Tupor.—It is a re-hash of what 
has been published in the past. 


Mr. ATKINSON.—Yes; what does 
the journal contain? I am not complain- ~ 
ing of the matter, but however good it 
may be in itself, it is not directed to any — 
particular purpose. The only result of 
this Bill will be the creation of another — 
Department to find billets for people and ue 
issue reports. 2 

As to the appointments proposed, Dr. aN 
Gellatly may be the best man for the posi- 
tion of director, but I hope, for the sake _ 
of the honour and reputation of the Go-— 
vernment, that it is not true they have 
already appointed Dr. Gilruth. Probably © 
Dr. Gellatly, who is not a man of any 
special scientific standing, is there as an 
organizer and business head. : ce 

Mr. Ricuarp FostEer.—It is curious 2 a 


‘select a doctor of medicine for such — 


post. 


Mr. ATKINSON. coy pekeva that Dr. 


Gellatly is a barrister and a journalist. he 


_As to Dr. Gilruth, I do not think he is a 
better qualified for a position of the kind _— 


than.many men who could be found in . 
- Australia ; 


besides, he has just left a _ 
~ Commonwealth position, and it would ap- _ 
pear as though the Government were — 
hunting for another for him. Ata time — 


like this, the Government ought to give 


Parliament some say in matters of the oe 
kind, or, at any rate, conduct. them 


| openly and allow for competition. 
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‘year. 


ei ~~ Let. 4 
ee 


Mar. McDonap —What i is the salary to | 


i be paid to Dr. Gilruth ? 
' Mr. Tupor.—I think it is £1,500 a 


Mr. ATKINSON.—If that is so, it is 
about time Parliament made a stand. 

Mr. Tupor.—If we were to propose 
that the appointment should not be made. 

honorable members opposite. would vote 
in favour of the appointment. 

Mr. ATKINSON.—That is the honor- 
_ able member’s opinion. If there were 
proper co-crdination, three good scientific 
men, with a few clerks, could do all that 
was necessary. Did we ever know a body 
ereated with practically unlimited power 
to make appointments, and so forth, 
which did not in a little time have a 
whole host of officials around it? 

_ It is only a pious hope, which will not 
ke realized, that there is to be no inter- 
ference with the States Departments, but 

co-ordination. What about the 
- Quarantine, the Electoral, and the Tax- 
ation branches? Is there co-ordination 
“in regard to these, although the Govern- 
ment and every official, both Common- 

wealth and State, knows that there 
should be? Could. there be any more 
disgraceful exhibition than what hap- 
pened when the influenza enidemic broke 
‘out? The State and Commonwealth 
Quarantine Departments squabbled while 
_ peonle were dying. 

Mr. Groom.—The 
called the representatives of the States 
together, and an agreement was come to 

which was observed by the Common- 
Wealth. 
Mr. ATKINSON.—For how long? 


Mr. Groom.—aAll through; we never 
- deviated from it. 
Mr. ATKINSON.—No, because the 


vs ‘Commonwealth wanted, to awe all its own 


oye 


way 

Mr. Groom.—Because the States had 
"made an agreement. 

Mr, ATKINSON. —That - was a flag- 
‘rant instance of the way in which the 
Babli interest was sunk amidst the 
- iguabies of public Departments. But 
the quarantine business is not over yet. 


What about Tasmania and the Common-. 
wealth ? 
stood out for seven days’ quarantine, be-. 
: o cause ahae was the period agreed on at 


Tasmania, as a clean State, 


Taste of Siena | [REP RE sea 


Commonwealth | 























he November Hee n 


monwealth, cS aad 


tors know no more about the dise 
do the State doctors. 
Mr. hono 
member does not Bied pee quai 
should be controlled by the States’ 
Mr. ATKINSON. NO or but 
pointing out the position, and 
what fudge the Minister was 
ayes co-ordination. 


tunately, our financial position, | 
of Great Britain, and most oth 
tries, is very critical. | 
Mr. Corsrer.—That is beans 
have abandoned the idea of investié ) 
of this kind. 
Mr. ATKINSON. Others 
have not abandoned the idea Bi 
of bureau, because they have n 
foolish enough to adopt it. I gi 
to no one in my desire to assist an 
use of scientific investigation, but 
see some results from the expendi 
our money in the way of incre 
duction. ch 


it. Colonel Apnorr——This_ 


Phciveaiia wah It: 
Mr. 


ant 


ee adequate return. — 
r. Corser.—That is whi 

x 
are going to; get it. 
talk at a time like this sickens 
people. It is imperative that t 
vernment should be economical, ; 
their faces against aay par 


Be r 


ie Institut ae = 






Pear to be, aie oe) if a little money 
~ were lost here and there, no blame would 
staal to the Government. 

r 
member referring? 

- Mr, ATKINSON.—To a number of 
- industries. For instance, in the wool in- 
- dustry and the mining industrv, the Go- 
_ vernment could assist, and ought to assist, 
- even at the risk of losing a little, in view 
of the fact that if success were attained, 
ee i would be ample return for the out- 

“etn RD 2 
—_It.-Colonel Axsorr. —What about the 
standardization of iron and_ steel— 

‘standard ships, and s9 forth? 

-— Mr. ATKINSON.—Good — heavens! 
Here is an honorable member asking me 
how the standardization of iran and steel 

ean be brought about without an Insti- 
tute of Science and Industry. Does the 
honorable member think the Broken Hill 
_ Company and the great steel concerns 

cannot take advantage of all the best 
_ knowledge existing in the world? Does 
_ the Colonial Sugar Refining Company go 
round holding out its arms for some one 
to come and help it? No; it employs 
8 and pays the best chemists wood salaries. 
Mr. Corszr.—We want to expand that 
idea” 
Mr. ATKINSON.—wWe shall not do it 
sare this way. If the question of the stan- 
_ dardization of iron and steel is very 
pressing, let us put the best men on to 
attend to it, and get it done. In that 
‘Way we shall obtain some return for our 
_morey; but do not wait till a perambu- 
lating institute reaches the question of 
steel in its programme. [If it is true that 
_ Dr. Gilruth has been appointed to this 
Institute, do honorable members’ think 
that is going to settle the question of the 
standardization of steel? 
_ Mr. Tuvor.—The honorable member 
asks whether it is true. The Minister 
has not denied it, and I assert that it is 


(39 
_ Mr. ATKINSON.—If it is true, I 
shall be sorry to hear it for the sake of 
the reputation of the Government. 
ie object, further, to the way in which 
nis” business was started. During 
Prime Minister (Mr. 
had a column or two in 
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Groom.—To what is the honorable © 
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the papers on the subject of an Ad- 
visory Council of Science. Probably 
some one had caught him on the hop 
when he was busy, and obsessed him for 
the moment with the idea; but I do not 
suppose that even he at that time ex- 
pected the scheme to develop in this way. 
Science at that time was very much in 
evidence. We were attributing the great 
success of Germany to her scientific 
activities, and science loomed large in the 
public mind. The war is over now. | 

Lt.-Colonel Assorr.—But the indus- 
trial war is still going on. 7 

Mr. ATKINSON.—I stated earlier 
that I did not object to the application of 
science to industry. We should go to 
science, but the Government, in this Bill, 
are fou inding a ‘body that ‘will give us 
anything but science. It will give us 
reports that will lead nowhere so far as 
practical business is concerned. I want 
to see the proposal remodelled before I 
support it. Probably the Prime Minister 
never intended that the Advisory Council 
should develop into an Institute in this 
way without Parliament being consulted — 
and everything being done above-beard. 
There have been far too many instances ~ 
lately to show how this Chamber is los- 
ing its grip of the purse-strings of the 
country. The Treasurer (Mr. Watt) can- 
not even tell us what he expects to spend 
on the Institute. 

Mr. McDonatp.—It will cost £500,000 
at least. 

Mr. ATKINSON.—That would be a4 
large sum of money to spend, although, if 
we secured adequate results, I would not 
mind spending £5,000,000. The country 
must be assured ‘first, however, of ade- 
quate returns. We can get them if we 
set about the business in a proper way. 
That will mean doing away with what we 
have done, and starting afresh. 

This is another instance of the expendi- 
ture of money without parliamentary 
sanction. Not long ago we had a debate 
on the question of spending money on 
ships without parliamentary sanction. I 
tried very hard to catch your eye, sir, 
during the time allowed for that debate, 
because I wished to say that I considered 
that the Government had acted uneon- 
stitutionally, but that I could have 


1a 








eee they had admitted the fact 


to Parliament. 


~ eluded, 
~ Government, 


and it was the duty of the 
before any question was 


- put on the subject, to tell the House 
No 


of the proposed expenditure. 

* Biker however, took that course. 

A When objection was raised, the Acting 

Attorney-General (Mr. 
, to the fact that the House had adopted 
! the Ministerial statement of policy. 


Mr. Groom.—The Acting Minister for | 


“the Navy announced it m the House 
several days before. - 


Mr. ATKIN SON.—He oad have 

ads the announcement three weeks or a 

month before. He should have said to 

- Parliament, “We have done. certain 

- things. We know we have acted irregu- 

larly, but our excuse is so-and-so, and we 
oe Parliament will accept it.” 

Mr. Corsrr.—What has that to do with 
“the Institute of Science and Industry? 
Mr, ATKINSON.--It has everything 

ie ‘do with the attempt to establish an 
Institute, because there has also been un- 


authorized expenditure on that body. If- 


_ Ministers had come to the House, as in 
duty bound, as the trustees of the public 
_ purse, and told the House that they had 


done things irregularly in England, but. § 


that they had been forced to that course 
because their actions had to be kept secret 
to prevent interference by the Shipping 
- Ring, the House would have been satis- 


fied, and we should never have heard any- 


‘thing of the motion for adjournment 
moved -by the honorable. member for 


-Henty (Mr. Boyd), which was so strongly 


su alge 

SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Cnn) —Order! I ask: the honorable 

member not to go into that matter. 
Mr. ATKINSON.—I am quoting it 
simply as an illustration on parallel 
lines. 
he same evil course in this case, and I 
object to it. The States have been doing 
_ this work, and some of them have on 
c occasions achieved very valuable results. 





. Mr. Larrp. Smitx.—How much - have. 


we been able to do in Tasmania? 





neice of Betonce ¢ (RE 3 ste 
detooked it if, on the very first oppor- e 


Everybody knew when 
the contract for those ships was con- 


Groom) pointed - 


member mean that the Comm monw 


The Government are following 



































foe there have had i hoe k 
out and do a good deal for the 
The orchardists of the Huon distric 7 
drastic action in connexion with ¢ 





be Hud: © 
Mr. McWrrtams.—I beliove. 


mania. The growers” in the ee | 
island have done things for themsel: 
very ae te ie or four of ms 


showing the work Kk tlay ee done. 
the Cee should : ‘do is 


ne proper sense. » 
bureau. 


co- -operate. ae the States ae 
Me, ATKIN SON. eee say th 


admit the: value of science, “lt s 
we find that we are moving in a d 
that is not leading towards the g 
should, as sensible men, retrace | 

in time. 


- Mr. Goce a -Dhee hee 


should not appoint any Ser: expe 


ped 


at alt Nae eae 


and seen “hat was best Faw Ae le o: 
the people of Australia, because, afte all, 
it is the one taxpayer that keeps 
authorities going. We sometim 
that we are one agent and the Ste es 
agents for the same people. — 
all look to the general intere sts e4 
community. If that had been « ne, 
could have started a bureau on somethi ng 
like sound lines. 

so Rie 























































u tralian bureau ? 


prcaith: and tie. States share the 
enditure. In that way we should get 
d resi ults. 
@ continent for _ the application of 


ae ATKIN SON. core we have a ety 
u bureau we do not need a lot of 


ds Gucsuslend: in beawiedes of 
r prickly pear? As soon as any 
ie the oe remedy for a pest all 


oe te, we “could da ell that the veers 
expects to do by means of State and 
Federal bodies at very mich less cost and 
far more progressive way. We 
7 found our bureau on very different 
“Aus 


Sat) 


line os those _ now proposed. 


og Pies in this measure that I shall 
ie° the second reading. I want to 
< Bill thrown out, so that we may 


a i ere datlined: people 
sted in industries who required assist- 


work out their problems would be 
to obtain assistance just as well as 


“not starting on business Pas aad 
not succeed uf we do not. We 


ss Pistons men. We want 
‘be good at the subjects. with 





Beet business head. Phils: 
kn ow, we may ie in Dr. 


= a 5 Avevsr, 1919. ia 
re af dies ena. ee we to ce 


There is plenty of room in 


shall do by means of- this Bill. 
is all very well to talk about what 


world. 


ithe 
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Mr. ATKINSON. —I have sug sted 
that we should start afresh, and buil 
one bureau for all Australia. 

Mr. Groom.—You would ae ‘the 
States to repeal their Acts? ‘ 

Mr. ATKINSON.—Exactly. | te alae 
not say that they will agree to any such 
proposal. But if they will not, the posi- 
tion cannot be helped. It is our duty to 
do the best that we possibly can for the - 
people whom we have been elected to 
serve. I ask the Minister whether there 
has been any conference between State 


~ and Federal authorities with a view to. 
re-organizing their Departments? 


Mr. Groom.-We know very well ian 


eee States will not give up. their De 


Stat Bt dae 


partments. 

Mr. ATKINSON.—If that is the case, 
I am opposed to the proposal of the Go- 
vernment on the ground. that it 1s alto- 
gether too big. If it is merely a ques- 
tion of co-ordinating the Departments of 
the States and the Commonwealth in- 
regard to science and industry, 


pce 


wo 


can do very much better than we 


oe 8's 


has been done in other parts of the — 


But there is no evidence that 
we are starting our Institute in anything 
like the way that the Federal Institute 
was started in the United States of 
America. To me it does not matter’ what 
some conference may have determined. 
My objection is that there has never’ been 
a proper attempt made by the Federal 


authorities to get the States into line on 


this matter. 
Lt.-Colonel 

tempt being made under this Bill? | 
Mr. ATKINSON.—No. Under this 


measure, we shall merely have another 


. Department. and we shall not insure any 


more friendly relations between the ee 
and the Commonwealth than exist i. 
day. 

Mr. Groom.—At the present moment 
the Advisory Council is working in com- 
plete harmony with the States. 

‘Mr. 
wealth authority has not. got into its 
stride yet. I hold that the whole busi 
ness should be commenced afresh. and }_ 


ee ee baer 2 my oe Le 


ABBOTT mat not that ae 


» 


ATKINSON.—But -the Oonnncle 3 


wore nF a, 





him. entirely. 
to sanction the creation of a Bureau of 


Parliament, and Ministers 
‘their supporters to carry burdens which 


q 
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Mr. “RICHARD FOSTER (Wakefield) 


a8 85].—I do not altogether agree with 


-my honorable friend who has just resumed 
his seat. He is like the curate’s ege—good 
in parts. When he talks about abolish- 
ing the excellent work that is being done 
by State organizations—— 


Mr. Arxinson.—I did not suggest that 


they should be abolished. 


Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—When my 
honorable friend gets his speech properly 
‘eorrected, doubtless I shall agree with 
This Bill is not intended 


Science and Industry. It is a measure 
relating to a Commonwealth Institute of 
Science and Industry, and, following 
their usual tactics, the Government have 


first created the Institute, and now come 


to Parliament to sanction their action. 
I am sick of this sort of business. The 


Government cannot blame its supporters 


if they speak out, and say that it is time 
this sort of thing came to a stop. I be- 
lieve in the creation of a Bureau of 
Science and Industry, but I also believe 
in doing things decently and in order. 
‘This matter has not been brought forward 
‘in accordance with the best traditions of 
' are asking 


they ought not to be expected to carry. 


If the Bill is not put in its proper place 
for a time, until some better scheme is 
forthcoming, I shall vote against the 
- motion for its second reading. 


Iam strongly of opinion that it is essen- 


tial we should create an Institute upon the 


lines of similar organizations in America. 


But I believe it would be useless to create 
an Institute of this charaeter to act in- 


dependently, and to overlap the activities 
of the different State Deparments. We 


have had many of these activities in exis- 


tence for years, and they have accom- 


_ plished excellent work. They struggled 


during their initial stages against preju- 
dice of every kind, and many of them 


are only now overcoming that prejudice. 
‘Science, particularly as applied to our 
primary industries, has justified itself a 
_ thousand times over. 
that it is intended to co-operate with the 
States, and that all State activities, with 
_ this Institute as a nerve centre, are to 


We have been told 


be organized upon proper lines. I am 





Institute of Sipace (REPRESENTATIVES, 1 % and In 


stand-point would justify a ve 

































Pre wate 


sure that any aaah organizat 
produce results that, fro 


expenditure. But I ask the i 
Works and Railways (Mr. | 
whether the co-operation of ‘hot 
with the Commonwealth in these develoy 
ments was not determined upon bef 
this Department was created by Bi 
monwealth. 
Mr. .Groom.—Since the v180 
Council has been in existence it hha 
co-operating with the States. 
Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.— 
am pleased that there is an inclina 
that direction in some of the States 
that circumstance does not remove 
objection to the action of the Gove 
in first establishing this Department, 
afterwards coming to Parliame 
justify its action. It is simply bel 
the States, saying to them, “ We hi 
launched this enterprise, and now we 
want you to co-operate with us.” 
Two or three years before he lef 
lic life that splendid Leader of this _ 
for many years, Mr. Deakin, wa 
ingly anxious to see his ideas 
creation of an institution of this 
which he was enamoured, come to 
tion. Later on, the present. Prime Mi 
ter (Mr. Hughes) became fase’ 
with the same project. He tol 
people on several public occasi 
he intended to develop’ a schom 
proper time. In fact, on one of 
out, when he was having a good im 
said that he was prepared to justif 
scheme that might develop to the 
of spending £500,000 a year. 
not object to that amount of expe 
if, in the successive stages of its 
ment, such an Institute would fu 
tify its existence, This may we 
pen; but, for Heaven’s sake let 
thing ita and let us “put a 


out mete consulted. 7 
Lt.-Colonel Axssorrt. _What 
honorable member ves ‘s 
done? ae 
Mr, 


case, the Berane shoul 


34 nstitute of eset 
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vs oe a iowad the usual tenets of Eslianonts, 
: « and not have humiliated honorable mem- 
bers on this side of the House. Minis- 
ters will not have the whole of the mem- 
tes: ier on this side wet-nursing them for 
very long. 
3  It.-Colonel Assorr.—How would the 
honorable member launch this scheme? 
>) Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—First of 
all, I would settle with the States 
- the matter of co-operation. The first 
steps towards that end were only 
taken by the Acting Prime Minis- 
ter (Mr. Watt) at the last Premiers’ 
Conference, when, upon the outbreak of 
influenza, there was a rush of business 
which caused it, and many other matters 
of importance, to be set aside. It was 
- not showing sufficient respect and cour- 
ad to the States, and to the Common- 
_ wealth itself, to submit a question of so 
‘ es much importance,/ ‘practically without 
notice, to a conference that was un- 
__ expectedly interrupted. The scheme had 
been launched previously without seeking 
an _ a conference with the States. 
Mr. Groom. — In 1916, when the 
Pine Do chic was launched, the Prime Minister 
_ (Mr. Hughes) invited the State Premiers 
to a conference in Melbourne. They 
ot were consulted right from the beginning. 
_ Mr. RICHARD FOSTER. — That 
Be fcence was not convened for this 
_ particular purpose. It came to no con- 
¢elusion upon this subject. I have been 
: following up this matter, because I am 
4 Interested i in it. 
_ Lt.-Colonel Azzorr.—i believe that the 
Ue By oiéeable member supports the scheme. 
‘Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Not on 
he present lines. Althongh the Minis- 
ter (Mr. Groom) may elucidate the 
i ‘matter as to the date Bron which the co- 


ss 























* aie ‘ he will Gt move my primary objection 
ana that this Institute was commenced, and a 
My liability incurred in regard to it, before 
Parliament was asked to consent to the 


_ Until a scheme has been sabeatied by 
the Government showing that the ordi- 
ary lines of courtesy and decency to- 
ards the States have been followed— 


create an Institute of Science and In- 
dustry independent of the States—I shall 
oppose it at every stage. 

Mr, Arxinson.—What else can it do 
as we are now proceeding? 

Mr. RICHARD _FOSTER.—There 
were many omissions from the speech 
with which the Minister introduced the > 
Bill. He did not tell us what the Moab 
tute would cost. 

Lt.-Colonel Assorr.—The main ques- 
tion is whether we are to get value for 
the money we spend. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The main 
question is whether we propose to do 
things in the proper way—by co-operat- 
ing with the States. © When they are 
treated in this way, can we wonder when 
we hear so much from Ministers about 
the hopelessness of co-operating with the 
States, or about getting the consent of the 
States to certain proposals? If the In- 
stitute is launched in its proper form, 
with the State Agricultural Bureaux, the 
Agricultural Schools, Workmen’s Col- 
leges, and other institutions all properly — 
co-ordinated under it, the Commonwealth 
Institute, the central activity, may lead 
Australia excellently well in the applica- 
tion of science to industries, primary and 
secondary. One of the greatest require- 
ments of the Commonweath is the further 
development of chemistry in relation to 
the soil, and in regard to its application 
to manufactures, s 

Another reason why I shall oppose the 
Bill, until we have a proper statement 
from the Government upon the matters 
to which I have referred, is the personnel 
of the proposed directorate of the Insti- 
tute. The Minister has told us nothing. 

Mr. Groom.—Directors have not been, 
and cannot be appointed. The only 
arrangement made is the appointment 
of the director, Dr. Gellatly. | 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Well, that . 
is one. 

Mr. Tupor.—-What about Dr. Gilruth ? 

Mr. Groom.—No appointment has been 
made. 

Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—Has he 
not been appointed ? 

Mr. Groom.-—No. 





OMe. 


because Dr. Gilruth made a most awful 
ond lamentable failure of his adminis- 
tration in the Northern Territory. But 


assurance, previously, from the Minister, 
_ although he has been plied again and 
again during the course of this debate for 
_ informat.on on this point. 3 
Mr. Groom.—I 
row, because it has been repeated ‘so 
often. ‘I had intended to reply to it in 
feu speech. 

“Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—The Min- 
. inter’ s assurance is a great relief to me, be- 
cause we could not have had a greater 
failure in administration than during Dr. 
- Gilruth’s term in the Northern Terr.tory, 
and but for the fact that strong protests 








_ pointment for another term of five years. 
In order to get out of a difficulty he was 

allowed to remain there until the war was 
over. This man who made such a failure 
hoeO0b {ne Northern Territory, and who has 
been ridiculed in both Efouses of Parlia- 
ment for years past, has now been sent 
_ abroad upon some mission. Is this true? 
I, it true also that h’s expenses are being 
_ paid? If he had been appointed to this 
 Institute-of Science and Industry it would. 
have damned the whole business from A 
to Z. 











been appointed. 
| Mr. RICHARD FOSTER.—That is a 
blessing. 

_- Lt.-Colonel AssoTT.—Then why talk 
ey about it? » 
- Mr. RICHARD ¥FOSTER—1- 
tone about it in the hope that the me 
ae pointment never will be made. 

I want honorable members to carry their 
minds back twenty or twenty-five years 
ago, t6 the time when scientific education 
was first being applied to agricultural 
operations in the different States of Aus- 
tralia, through the Agricultural Colleges. 
‘When the professors began to teach 
farmers how to grow wheat and carry on 
_ other operations, they were simply beat- 
_ Ing the air for years and years. 
—  Lt.-Colonel - ABBOTT. —What 
ee Lowrie? 

Mr. RIGHARD FOSTER. “Fe was a 












RICHARD FOSTER.—I am Sie 
ae lighted to have the Minister’s assurance, 


it is remarkable that we have had no entered upon his ee a ae 


make the statement 


farmer, and if he had never do! ei 


_the greatest benefactors to this 


- were made he would have secured an ap-. 


dot. Belenel ABBOTT. —But he has not 


the matter with the States. 


- Government activities. 


about 


ie farmer as. well. as a professor, reared | 









































years to remove prejudice from the 
of some of the farmers. __ ae 
‘Lt.-Colonel | Avporr.—William 1 








VOVOr/ = | os 
Mr. RICHARD ) FOSTER. —Farrar: 
a university man who became a pra 





thing alse but breed . Federation 1 vhe 
would still have béen’ regarded as 


tions for ee GREE educatic n 
been laid, and farmers are Lisipk a 


their dduentiog: falls developed. 
~~ are expected. to listen to. he 


See is farewell to progress. 

Mr. Groom.—Surely the honc 
member realizes that there neve1 
time when scientific assistance wa 
necessary than it is to-day. WS 
Mr. RICHARD Gene ee | 


assist the Government = they 


that? We have been consulting 
States right through, and ther 
operating. We want authority t 


vernment desire by the ‘teens | 
scientific knowledge to secure 
efficiency, they m.ght well give 3 t 
to those concerns with which they 
dealing to-day. Let them elimin 
waste that is being reported in 


Lt.-Colonel ABBorT. —Point to 
stance. eons 















“upon lie etiaene. tient 
( “a py crmnent. ye eat 


= EE 


Be Handreds of thousands of ea and 


eae 


I repeat that LI do not ton to sup- 
this Bill ‘until the 

‘the Commonwealth have had a_ rea- 

_ sonable opportunity to co-ordinate State 

vities with this scheme. ‘There is no 

rry for a week or two. 





eee I do not care what salaries are 





Rie if the right men are obtained. In 
_ the meantime I am against the Bill. 
ae ebate (on motion, eae Mr. FENTON) 


Bari ng. the adjournment ee earlier 
he day, I promised to inquire into the 
» of one man who is supposed to have 
sted for compulsory deportation: 
Acting Attorney-General (Mr. 
rocm) has since investigated the case 
aller, and finds that he twice applied 


n id ause to object when the time of de- 
: a came. 


owl be ready to sail, but it is impos- 
for me to go by this boat. I am anxious 
back to “at inte and do not intend 
eturn to Australia, ee 





ae a Aveusn, ‘1919. on 


States and 


The House has . 


. ant bg men—the eis men that can 


m y be poet to wait until the next 





sch labs 


That is in his own Handwrline I am 
glad to have the opportunity of removing 


the misapprehension regarding my state- 


ment this morning, that we were not com- 


-pulsorily repatriating any men without 


ost 


fair inquiry, but others we were repa- 


triating at their own request. If, however, 
honorable members know or discover any 


cases to which the principles I have ex- 
pressed to-day have not been applied, 


the Government will be glad to hear of © 


ay 


them, and to see that their determina- 


tions are strictly observed by the wee 


ments concerned. 


Mr. Hiecs.—Will the honorable mem- | 


ber have a few copies of his speech. to- 
day reprinted for distribution ? : 3 
- Mr. WATT.—1I shall leave that to be 
decided by the Acting Attorney-General. 

No doubt, 


made available, honorable members who 


are being appealed to for an exposition 


if copies of the speech ae: 


of the deportation policy will be enabled 


to give it clearly. 
of J. O. Seyffert, mentioned by the honor 


able member for Barrier (Mr. Considine), 
‘a search has been made, and no order for 


his deportation has been discovered. No 
such case as that mentioned by the houbes 
able member for Batman (Mr. Brennan) 
is traceable in the Department, but I 
shall. be glad to have investigated any 


cases in respect of which honorable mem- 


bers think that the principles I have | 


enunciated have been violated. 


Mr. ‘Manony.—Has the Acting Prime 
Minister investigated the cases I men- 
tioned yesterday? 


In regard to the case — 


Mr. WATT.—I have placed them in 


the hands of the Crown Law authorities, 


and have not yet received any answer. 


‘By way of explanation, rather than 
apology, I intimate to honorable mem- 


bers that I expect to be absent from the 


House for a fortnight. 

Mr. Tupor.—Where is the honorable 
member going? . 
Mr. WATT.—To the “little grey 
home in the west.’? I think that, in 


view of the important happenings at the — 


Peace Conference, responsible Ministers 


should take the earliest possible oppor- — 
tunity of making themselves acquainted | 
with the Peace Treaty, and entering into a 
consultation with the returning Ministers. — 











: euaiie ee eet So 
11648 Adjournment: [REPRESENTATIVES.] Adjour LEA 
4] “ ne Lajournme 





_ (Mr. Higgs) suggested that this trip 
involved a contradiction of a state- 
ment made by me earlier in the session, 
_ that Ministers in Australia have been in 
- frequent consultation with the Prime 
_ Minister (Mr. Hughes) abroad. It does 
not; but cable communication is not as 
full as conversation first-hand can _ be. 
— Quite a number of things happened at 
the Peace Conference which neither the 

press cablegrams nor those sent to Minis- 
ters in Australia fully explained. I de- 
~ sire, also, on behalf of the Government, 

to convey to the returning Prime Minis- 
- ter and the Minister for the Navy (Sir 
_ Joseph Cook) a record of the work of the 
_ Government during their sixteen months’ 
absence. 

Mr. Tupor.—And the rocky position 
they are in to-day. 

Mr. WATT.—The Ministerial party 
and the Government stand as impreg- 
nable and motionless as Gibraltar. 

Mr. Tupor.—‘‘ Motionless ’’ is good. 

Mr. Hices.—That was a slip. 
Mr. WATT.—It was no slip. It was 
specially designed to trap honorable 

members opposite. We do our work 
without exhibiting our mobility. Honor- 
able members of the Opposition should 
not think, when they see honorable mem- 
bers on this side reserved, placid, and 
confident, and not throwing their arms 
about, that we are not accomplishing 
things. During the Prime Minister’s ab- 
sence of sixteen months, important things 
have happened. The war has terminated, 
and the actions of Parliament and the 
Departments should be made known to 
- returning Ministers. , 
- During my somewhats extended occu- 
pancy of the position of Deputy Leader 
of the House, a position not sought by 
‘me, and one which I have no desire to 
continue to occupy, I have received from 
~ honorable members on both sides of the 
- House nothing but consideration. I wish 
to openly and publicly acknowledge that, 
and, as I shall not be in a position to ex- 
press that feeling in quite the same 
authoritative wav later, I take this oppor- 
tunity of doing it. Government members 
have realized, perhaps more than Oppo- 
sition members have allowed themselves 
to do, some of the problems the Govern- 
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ment have been dealing with, a: 
pressure put upon us, and they ha 
tended to us a sympathetic consider 
which we have appreciated. But to. 
orable members of the Opposition, w. 
function is to oppose and fight, I r 
a similar acknowledgment. I ca 
imagine that they might have made 


cee 


task of the Government more irksome 
but during the strenuous period fhroug! 
which we have passed they have show ti 
me and other Ministers a courtesy th 
all too rare in public life. Raorce 
Mr. TUDOR (Yarra). [4.9]—While 
the Acting Prime Minister has occupied 
the position of Leader of the House, I] 
have got along with him very well. Mem- 
bers on this side have extended court 


Cy! 


return. Although honorable mem 
may disagree upon many matters, 
should at least give each other ¢ 
for sincerity in the opinions we exp 
I support the request of my colleagu 
(Mr. Higgs), that the speech of the Act 
ing Prime: Minister, in regard to the 
portation of ememy aliens, shoul 
made available in pamphlet form 
contains a statement of the princi 
which dominate the Government po 
in that regard, and copies of the sp 
will be handy, for distribution. — 
deputy leader of our party (Mr. H 
made a speech extending over less than 
half-an-hour in which he set out reasons 


Ic bi 


a 


Rs: 


why a certain course should be foll 
and I should be glad if the Govern 
would arrange for a few copies — 
speech, and the speech made by th 
ing Prime Minister in reply, to. 
tributed. _ Honorable members w 
then be able to follow the compl 
and suggestions made, and the an 
thereto by the Government. __ 
Mr. Groom.—I think that could he 


ranged. 


speeches should be 
distributed ? 
Mr. TUDOR.—Yes. Bs. 
Mr. Groom.—That could be 2 
by Hansard. We will have 1 
speeches sent out together. 
Mr. TUDOR.—That will sat 
Question resolved in the affir 


ty 


House adjourned at 4.11 mm, 
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